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KEYNOTE ADDRESS 

Alan W. Horton 

S e v e r a l y e a r s ago , t h e l a t e gen ius of MIT, Norbe r t 
Wiener , p o i n t e d ou t t h a t w i t h i n t h e i s o l a t e d sys tem c a l l e d e a r t h , 
man i s t h e p r i n c i p a l o r g a n i z e r and h o l d s t h e f o r c e s of chaos 
a t b a y . Man b u i l d s houses and b r i d g e s , he moves e a r t h and 
p l a n t s s e e d , he d e v i s e s power sys tems and o r g a n i z e s ne tworks 
of roads and r a i l r o a d s and a i r l i n e s — whose a i r c r a f t he o c c a s i o n -
a l l y o r g a n i z e s t o h i j a c k . When we speak of o u r s e l v e s l i v i n g 
i n an i n c r e a s i n g l y t e c h n o l o g i c a l l y o r i e n t e d wor ld and hence an 
i n c r e a s i n g l y i n t e r d e p e n d e n t o n e , we a r e a l s o s a y i n g t h a t we 
l i v e i n an i n c r e a s i n g l y o r g a n i z e d w o r l d , one whose n a t u r a l 
t endency toward chaos i s c h a l l e n g e d more and more by t h e energy 
of human o r g a n i z e r s . Man o r g a n i z e s more t h a n t h e p h y s i c a l w o r l d , 
of c o u r s e . He a l s o o r g a n i z e s h i m s e l f . S ince h i s b e g i n n i n g s , 
he has o r g a n i z e d h i m s e l f i n t o groups of k i n f o l k — f a m i l y , 
c l a n , t r i b e — a c c o r d i n g t o d i f f e r i n g p r i n c i p l e s t h a t t e l l him 
t o whom h e owes f i r s t l o y a l t y . I n one i n s t a n c e h e i s t o l d t o 
s u p p o r t h i s m o t h e r ' s r e l a t i v e s a g a i n s t t h o s e of h i s f a t h e r , i n 
a n o t h e r he i s t o l d he shou ld d i e f o r h i s f a t h e r ' s c l a n b u t n o t 
h i s m o t h e r ' s , i n s t i l l a n o t h e r he i s i n s t r u c t e d t o g i v e p r e s e n t s 
a t Chr i s tmas t ime t o r e l a t i v e s of b o t h s i d e s i f t hey a r e f i r s t 
c o u s i n s o r c l o s e r b u t f o r h e a v e n ' s s ake send on ly ca rd s t o second 
c o u s i n s . With t h e n e o l i t h i c and u rban r e v o l u t i o n s of more t h a n 
5000 y e a r s ago , new and c r o s s - c u t t i n g t e r r i t o r i a l l o y a l t i e s 
became common: t h e v i l l a g e , t h e c i t y , t h e e m p i r e , t h e n a t i o n . 
I t i s t h i s l o y a l t y t o n a t i o n , of c o u r s e , t h a t can be b o t h v e r y 
good and v e r y dange rous . A group of men may o r g a n i z e a n a t i o n , 
deve lop l o y a l t i e s toward i t , and come i n t o c o n f l i c t w i t h a p a r a l l e l 
development e l s e w h e r e . Thus l o y a l t y — a word we f e e l t o b e a 
good one — can l e a d t o o r g a n i z e d d e a t h on a mass ive s c a l e . 
I n an age of a tomic t e c h n o l o g y , no more i m p o r t a n t m a t t e r e x i s t s 
t h a n t o t h i n k a g a i n about t h e n a t u r e of n a t i o n a l l o y a l t y , i t s 
s c o p e , i t s l i m i t a t i o n s , and i n what a r e a s i t shou ld o r shou ld 
n o t b e i n t e n s i f i e d . C u r r e n t l y t h e r e i s n o t much e v i d e n c e t o 
s u g g e s t t h a t our n a t i o n a l l o y a l t i e s a r e n o t l e a d i n g us toward 
h o l o c a u s t . 
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Man o r g a n i z e s i n s t i l l a n o t h e r way t h a t i s germane 
t o t h e theme of t h i s c o n f e r e n c e . He o r g a n i z e s h i s mind so t h a t 
he p e r c e i v e s some t h i n g s and no t o t h e r s . I f h a n d f u l s of pebb l e s 
a r e thrown randomly on t h e ground , each mind w i l l seek t o o r g a n -
i z e t h e s c a t t e r i n g i n t o some k ind of p i c t u r e . One man w i l l s e e 
a b a s e b a l l diamond, a n o t h e r a mounta in v i s t a , a t h i r d w i l l s e e 
h i s w i f e ' s b a l e f u l eye wa tch ing h im, ano the r may s ee t h e f a c e of 
Sigmund Freud . Conf ron ted by t h e same d a t a , each pe r son w i l l 
f i n d a s p e c i a l way of o r g a n i z i n g i t , a p a t t e r n t h a t f o r him w i l l 
become r e a l i t y , and each mind w i l l f a i l t o s ee or r e j e c t d a t a 
t h a t does n o t f i t h i s s p e c i a l p a t t e r n . 

Conven t iona l wisdom has i t t h a t peop le " see t h i n g s 
d i f f e r e n t l y . " The t r o u b l e i s — we h e a r t he c l i c h e and do no t 
pause to remember i t s p r e c i s e meaning. Each pe r son has h i s 
s p e c i a l v i s i o n of r e a l i t y : he p e r c e i v e s acco rd ing t o t h e p a t t e r n s 
of mind pu t t h e r e by h i s u p b r i n g i n g and e x p e r i e n c e . He i n t e r -
p r e t s e v e n t s acco rd ing t o h i s mind s e t s , h i s p o i n t s of v iew. 
The s i g n i f i c a n t f a c t i s t h a t by i t s n a t u r e a p o i n t of v iew, 
which i s a p a t t e r n to h e l p t h e mind o r g a n i z e what i t s e e s and 
h e a r s , t e n d s t o i g n o r e o t h e r p o i n t s of v iew. In t h a t s c a t t e r i n g 
of p e b b l e s , I do no t s e e t h e d e s i g n of a b a s e b a l l diamond u n l e s s 
someone p o i n t s i t o u t . Indeed , t h e l o n g e r I look and s ee only 
my w i f e ' s b a l e f u l eye g l a r i n g a t me, t h e more l i k e l y I am t o go 
on o b s e s s i v e l y s e e i n g i t t h a t way and t h e more d i f f i c u l t y I 
w i l l have p e r c e i v i n g o t h e r p a t t e r n s t h a t f r i e n d s may p o i n t ou t t o 
me. 

One i s reminded of t h e s t o r y of t h e p s y c h o l o g i s t doing 
r e s e a r c h who asked a s e r i e s of i n d i v i d u a l s what t h e waving of 
a w h i t e h a n d k e r c h i e f reminded them o f . The f i r s t s a i d t h a t i t 
reminded him of t h e d e p a r t u r e of h i s s a i n t e d mother on a long 
t r i p y e a r s b e f o r e ; t h e second spoke of a s u r r e n d e r du r ing World 
War I I ; t h e t h i r d s a i d t h a t he was reminded of an a t t r a c t i v e 
b l o n d e i n a b l a c k n e g l i g e e l y i n g on a couch. The p s y c h o l o g i s t 
was a s t o n i s h e d and asked why on e a r t h t h i s was t h e c a s e , and t h e 
man answered: "Wel l , i t ' s ve ry s i m p l e ; you s e e , I t h i n k of 
n o t h i n g e l s e . " 

What I am g e t t i n g a t i s p l a i n . The human tendency t o 
s e e some p a t t e r n s , some p o i n t s of v i ew, to t h e e x c l u s i o n of 
o t h e r s , i s a t l e a s t doubled when an emotion f a c t o r i s pu t i n t o 
t h e e q u a t i o n . Apply t h e e q u a t i o n t o t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p s between 
t h e n a t i o n s of t h e modern w o r l d , and i t i s no t ha rd t o s ee t h a t 
i n what has become an a r e n a f o r competing n a t i o n s t a t e s o rgan ized 
v i o l e n c e on a g i g a n t i c s c a l e can e a s i l y r e s u l t . 
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What i s meant by t h e p h r a s e "emotion f a c t o r ? " J u s t as 
we a r e a l l human, so a r e we emot iona l — and a wor ld w i t h o u t 
emot ions i s n o t a p l a c e I choose t o r e s i d e . Yet t h e r e a r e 
i n s t a n c e s when a c l o s e approach to o b j e c t i v i t y i s p o s s i b l e . 
In t h e s o l v i n g of a m a t h e m a t i c a l e q u a t i o n one can be r e l a t i v e l y 
o b j e c t i v e ; one seeks t h e m a t h e m a t i c a l l y c o r r e c t s o l u t i o n , no 
m a t t e r what answer may r e s u l t . Other a c t i v i t i e s of a s i m i l a r 
n a t u r e s p r i n g t o mind, a c t i v i t i e s i n which t h e ego and t h e 
emotions do n o t i n f l u e n c e t h e outcome. 

But i n t h e k i n d s of human a c t i v i t y under d i s c u s s i o n 
a t t h i s c o n f e r e n c e , human l o y a l t i e s a r e h e a v i l y i n v o l v e d . What 
we s e e k i s no t o b j e c t i v i t y — which by t h e n a t u r e of our t o p i c i s 
i m p o s s i b l e — bu t b a l a n c e . I t has been s a i d t h a t o b j e c t i v i t y 
i s p o s s i b l e on ly when human b e i n g s do no t g i v e a damn; a t t h i s 
c o n f e r e n c e a l l of us do g i v e a damn — and t h i s r e q u i r e d t o 
a c h i e v e b a l a n c e . I ndeed , pe rhaps t h e b e s t way t o d e f i n e b a l a n c e 
i s t o say t h a t i t i s t h e s t a t e of mind t h a t s eeks t o u n d e r s t a n d 
t h e p o s i t i o n s of a l l t h o s e who g i v e a damn, i n c l u d i n g o n e s e l f ; 
t h a t t r i e s c o n s c i e n t i o u s l y t o s e e t h e o t h e r p a t t e r n s among t h e 
p e b b l e s . What I am speak ing o f , t h e n , i s a new l e v e l of commit-
ment ; a commitment t o seek emot iona l b a l a n c e above and beyond t h e 
human tendency t o commit o n e s e l f t o one s i d e o r t h e o t h e r . I n 
terms of t h e s e t t l e m e n t of d i s p u t e s , t h i s means t h a t one must 
want t o c o n c i l i a t e r a t h e r t h a n want t o win or be r i g h t . 

The d i f f i c u l t i e s of a c h i e v i n g a b a l a n c e d view a r e 
w e l l known t o us a l l . A p r i n c i p a l d i f f i c u l t y a p p e a r s t o be man ' s 
u rge t o a t t a c h c o n n o t a t i o n s of good and e v i l t o d i f f e r e n t words 
t h a t d e s c r i b e t h e same b e h a v i o r . Here , f o r i n s t a n c e , i s a s h o r t 
l i s t of words I have found i n common use f o r t h e "good guys" i n 
a d i s p u t e between n a t i o n s : L o y a l , p a t r i o t i c , f reedom f i g h t i n g , 
d e d i c a t e d , c o n s e c r a t e d , p u b l i c s p i r i t e d . P a r e n t h e t i c a l l y , 
p l e a s e do no t t h i n k I am always a g a i n s t t h e s e e m o t i o n a l q u a l i t i e s . 
I am a g a i n s t them on ly when they l e a d i n t h e d i r e c t i o n of my 
own o b l i t e r a t i o n . And h e r e i s a n o t h e r l i s t — w i t h t h e same 
meanings b u t t r a n s l a t e d so t h a t they a r e s u i t a b l e f o r u se w i t h 
r e f e r e n c e t o t h e bad guys : f a n a t i c , dogmat i c , t e r r o r i s t , z e a l o u s , 
and n a t i o n a l i s t . 

Because we a r e human, most of us w i l l e x p r e s s our 
o p i n i o n s u s ing s i m i l a r v o c a b u l a r y . I n a p u b l i c - s p i r i t e d way, 
and i n an a t t e m p t to i n j e c t v a r i e t y i n t o t h e d e b a t e , I have 
done some r e s e a r c h i n a t h e s a u r u s on your b e h a l f . Here a r e 
more a d j e c t i v e s you can use f o r t h e o t h e r s i d e : b e l l i g e r e n t , 
b e l l i c o s e , p u g n a c i o u s , combat ive , r a s h , s a v a g e , and a g g r e s s i v e . 
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When r e f e r r i n g t o your own s i d e , I s u g g e s t you u s e : cou rageous , 
g a l l a n t , i n t r e p i d , h i g h - s p i r i t e d , l i o n h e a r t e d , e n t e r p r i s i n g ( t h a t 
word comes h i g h l y recommended i f you seek t h e s u p p o r t of t h e 
American b u s i n e s s community), d a s h i n g , s t r o n g - w i l l e d , and — 
t h i s one i s s u b t l e r t h a n t h e o t h e r s — c o n f i d e n t . 

P l e a s e n o t e t h a t I have n o t y e t used t h e a d j e c t i v e 
" p e a c e - l o v i n g , " which has had an i n t e r e s t i n g and i n s t r u c t i v e 
c a r e e r . I t i s a l l r i g h t i n t h i s coun t ry t o be i n t e r e s t e d i n 
p e a c e , concerned f o r p e a c e , even t o l o v e p e a c e , b u t no t t o be 
p e a c e - l o v i n g because t h a t i s t h e e x p r e s s i o n used by t h e o t h e r 
s i d e . I n d e e d , t h e whole concept of peace f i n d s i t s e l f i n a 
c u r i o u s p o s i t i o n i n t h e p o l i t i c a l c l i m a t e of our t i m e s . Because 
of t h e a tomic t h r e a t , t h e i n c r e a s i n g i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e of n a t i o n s , 
t h e e x t r a o r d i n a r y communications r e v o l u t i o n , t h e r e i s no r e s p o n s i -
b l e p o l i t i c a l l e a d e r who does n o t c l a im t o be i n f a v o r of 
p e a c e . Yet b e c a u s e t h e s t r u c t u r e of our thought and our l o y a l t i e s 
r e f l e c t s t h e d i v i s i o n of t h e wor ld i n t o n a t i o n - s t a t e s , we a r e 
c l o s e r t o a n n i h i l a t i o n than a t any t ime i n human h i s t o r y . 

W e l l , you s a y , a t l e a s t we now t a l k peace and g i v e 
l i p s e r v i c e t o t h e concept i n a new way. When we p a r t i c i p a t e 
i n o r g a n i z e d v i o l e n c e , we do so n o t on ly i n t h e name of t h e 
n a t i o n a l i n t e r e s t b u t a l s o — w i t h i n c r e a s i n g f r equency — i n 
t h e name of p e a c e . This may be an improvement i n t h e s e n s e t h a t 
our l o n g - t e r m e f f o r t s must be t o e s t a b l i s h w i t h i n each p o l i t i c a l 
sys tem a genu ine consensus t h a t would a l low p o l i t i c a l l e a d e r s a 
g r e a t e r l a t i t u d e i n t h e r e a c h i n g of p e a c e f u l s o l u t i o n s , a 
p u b l i c commitment t o a ba l anced view of war and s e t t l e m e n t . 
But f o r t h e moment — and l e t no one i n d u l g e h imse l f i n d a n g e r -
ous opt imism on t h i s p o i n t — our l i p s e r v i c e t o peace has p r o -
duced no d r a m a t i c r e s u l t s . 

The problem i s n o t t h a t p e o p l e do n o t s i n c e r e l y seek 
p e a c e . I b e l i e v e they mean i t when they say they would l i k e 
n o t h i n g b e t t e r t h a n p e a c e . The problem i s t h a t they u n d e r s t a n d 
so l i t t l e about what makes peace o r t h a t they a r e no t p r e p a r e d 
t o pay i t s p s y c h o l o g i c a l c o s t s . I n t h e f i n a l a n a l y s i s , t h e 
making of peace a p s y c h o l o g i c a l p r o c e s s ; t h e w i l l i n g n e s s 
to compromise, l i k e t h e achievement of a ba l anced v iew, i s a 
p s y c h o l o g i c a l p r e r e q u i s i t e t o p e a c e . I f one i s no t f a c e d w i t h 
t h e n e c e s s i t y of compromise, i t c o s t s n o t h i n g t o p r a t t l e on 
about s e t t l e m e n t and c o n c i l i a t i o n , b u t t h e n e a r e r one g e t s t o 
t h e n e c e s s i t y of compromise, t h e more t h e human psyche f i g h t s 
i t o f f w i t h e l a b o r a t e r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n s i n v o l v i n g concep t s of 
good and e v i l . The peace t h a t o r d i n a r y humans l i k e you and 
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me s e e k i s , of c o u r s e , a peace t h a t we can l i v e w i t h p sycho -
l o g i c a l l y ; t h e compromises we seek a r e ones t h a t a r e s a t i s f a c -
t o r y t o u!3. I f t h o s e humans on t h e o t h e r s i d e a r e i n an e q u a l 
and o p p o s i t e p o s i t i o n , e q u a l l y imperv ious t o what t h e o t h e r s i d e 
can l i v e w i t h , t h e t h r e a t of v i o l e n c e i s c o n s t a n t . 

B u t , somebody a s k s , what i f peace i s imposed by one 
s i d e ? What i s wrong w i t h t h e q u e s t i o n , of c o u r s e , i s t h a t w h i l e 
one can pe rhaps impose a s e t t l e m e n t , t h e i m p o s i t i o n of p e a c e — 
i f I am r i g h t t h a t t h e making of peace i s e s s e n t i a l l y a p s y c h o l o g -
i c a l problem — i s a c o n t r a d i c t i o n i n t e r m s . For t h a t m a t t e r , 
one cannot recommend t h e i m p o s i t i o n of s e t t l e m e n t by one s i d e — 
by which I mean u s i n g t h e we igh t of p o l i t i c a l power o r m i l i t a r y 
v i c t o r y t o d i c t a t e t h e te rms of s e t t l e m e n t . The r e s u l t i s 
a lmos t bound t o be v i o l e n c e once a g a i n — as soon as t h e o t h e r 
s i d e , i t s ego i n t i r e s o m e d i s a r r a y , f i n d s t h e means t o s t a r t i t . 
The on ly k i n d of s e t t l e m e n t t h a t can b e commended t o t h i s confer— 
ence f o r i t s u l t i m a t e p r a c t i c a l i t y i s t h e k i n d t h a t f o s t e r s 
c o n c i l i a t i o n , or t h e making of p e a c e . Such s e t t l e m e n t s must be 
f r e e l y n e g o t i a t e d . 

And so on . Most p e r s o n s i n t h i s room a r e , I s u s p e c t , 
w e l l a c q u a i n t e d w i t h t h e t h e o r y of what makes peace and what 
makes war . An e x t e n s i v e l i t e r a t u r e e x i s t s — though , t o be s u r e , 
i t s messages do n o t always appear t o have g o t t e n t h r o u g h . The 
h e a r t of t h e m a t t e r i s t h e human ego , which t u r n s ou t f o r each 
one of us — no m a t t e r how we f ancy o u r s e l v e s — t o be a most 
f r a g i l e i n s t r u m e n t . And i n an e r a when p e o p l e i d e n t i f y e a s i l y 
w i t h n a t i o n s , n a t i o n a l egos a r e n o t much d i f f e r e n t . I f you 
f e e l t h e j o b of t h e group o r n a t i o n s e e k i n g s e t t l e m e n t and con-
c i l i a t i o n t o b e a s imp le o n e , c o n s i d e r f o r a moment t h e c a r e 
w i t h which you h a n d l e t h e ego o f , or avo id i n f l i c t i n g h u r t upon , 
your w i f e o r husband . 

Now, u n l i k e most c o n f e r e n c e s I know a b o u t , t h i s one 
i s w e l l conce ived and i t cou ld be u s e f u l . L ike F r a n k l i n R o o s e v e l t , 
we say we " h a t e w a r , " and now we a r e b e i n g asked t o t e s t our 
i d e o l o g y w i t h a c t u a l c a s e s . As any lawyer would say i f you 
gave him h a l f a chance , t h i s i s a good method. Are we r e a l l y 
i n t e r e s t e d i n pay ing t h e p s y c h o l o g i c a l c o s t s of p e a c e , a l l o w i n g 
t h e o t h e r s i d e t o r e t a i n d i g n i t y , a d m i t t i n g t o o u r s e l v e s t h e 
e s s e n t i a l humani ty of t h e o t h e r s i d e , commit t ing o u r s e l v e s t o 
t h e s e a r c h f o r s e t t l e m e n t as over a g a i n s t t h e s e a r c h t o j u s t i f y 
what our s i d e has done i n t h e p a s t ? As I . F . Stone pu t i t i n a 
b r i l l i a n t a r t i c l e w r i t t e n a f t e r t h e June War, " t h e e s s e n c e of 
t r a g e d y i s when i t i s t h e s t r u g g l e of r i g h t a g a i n s t r i g h t . " 
Are we r e a l l y i n t e r e s t e d i n s a y i n g t o o u r s e l v e s t h a t we canno t 
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have i t b o t h ways , t h a t one cannot b o t h i n s i s t on b e i n g r i g h t and 
r e a c h t h e k i n d of s e t t l e m e n t t h a t can l e a d t o c o n c i l i a t i o n . 

One case we w i l l be d i s c u s s i n g only p e r i p h e r a l l y i s 
t h e c o n f l i c t between Nor the rn and Southern Sudanese. For most 
of us m t h i s room, t h i s ca se i s a r e l a t i v e l y s imple one because 
most of us a r e no t i n v o l v e d . With a measure of d i s p a s s i o n , we 
can d i s c u s s t h e p ros and cons . Looking c l i n i c a l l y a t t h e problem, 
we can d e t e r m i n e what p o i n t s of view must change on each s i d e , 
what compromises each s i d e must make i n o rde r t o r e a c h a s e t t l e -
ment . We can make some good s u g g e s t i o n s a l s o about what s o c i a l 
e n g i n e e r i n g w i l l be n e c e s s a r y b e f o r e s e t t l e m e n t can l e a d t o 
c o n c i l i a t i o n . F o r g e t t i n g t h e human p s y c h e , we may wonder what 
t h e f i g h t i n g i s a l l about and we may a s s e r t t h a t because t h e 
c a s e i s lucky enough t o have commanded t h e a t t e n t i o n of a lmost 
no o u t s i d e r s , a s imple two- s ided agreement should be easy to 
come b y . Yet t h e case i s no t a s imp le one. I t s complexi ty 
s tems from t h e i n t e n s i t y of f e e l i n g among t h o s e i n v o l v e d . The 
s t a t i s t i c s one i s a b l e t o g e t a r e about as r e l i a b l e as body 
coun t s i n Vietnam, but w i t h a r e a s o n a b l e c e r t a i n t y — l e a v i n g 
out t h e r e c e n t b l o o d b a t h i n Jo rdan — more have d i ed than i n 
any o t h e r c a s e w e ' l l be d i s c u s s i n g . 

The A r a b - I s r a e l i c o n f l i c t i s d i f f e r e n t f o r u s . Many of 
us i n t h i s room have been o r a r e i nvo lved and t h e r e f o r e concerned . 
Put a n o t h e r way, t h e r e a r e fewer p e o p l e i n t h i s room who f e e l 
t h a t an A r a b - I s r a e l i agreement shou ld be easy t o come b y . Not 
on ly do we s e e t h e c a s e ' s c o m p l e x i t i e s — i n c l u d i n g t h e ve ry 
r e a l involvement of a s t a g g e r i n g a r r a y of o u t s i d e r s — b u t as 
we approach a d i s c u s s i o n of p o s s i b l e compromises i n a p o s s i b l e 
s e t t l e m e n t , we f i n d o u r s e l v e s a lmos t a u t o m a t i c a l l y p u t t i n g 
p h r a s e s t o g e t h e r i n our minds , t o be used l a t e r t o defend or 
j u s t i f y h o p e l e s s l y o n e - s i d e d p o s i t i o n s . Presumably our d i s -
p a s s i o n was s p e n t i n t h e Sudan. 

I n d e e d , w i t h r e f e r e n c e t o t h e A r a b - I s r a e l i c o n f l i c t , 
i t i s i m p o r t a n t t o r e a l i z e how u n h e l p f u l most of us have been 
i n t h e p a s t and how u n h e l p f u l we a r e p robab ly p r e p a r i n g t o be 
a t t h i s c o n f e r e n c e . Leaving a s i d e Arab and I s r a e l i n a t i o n a l s 
(and remembering t h e i r e q u a l , pe rhaps g r e a t e r p o t e n t i a l f o r 
u n h e l p f u l n e s s ) , l e t us c o n s i d e r f o r a minute our u n h e l p f u l 
American s e l v e s . As c i t i z e n s of a g r e a t power t h a t w i l l 
i n e v i t a b l y have a ma jo r i n f l u e n c e i n t h e achievement and terms 
of a s e t t l e m e n t , we have an e x t r a o r d i n a r y r e s p o n s i b i l i t y , 
which w e ' v e s p e n t a l o t of t ime evading and ve ry l i t t l e t ime 
m e e t i n g . The r e s p o n s i b i l i t y I ' m r e f e r r i n g t o i s t h a t of f o s -
t e r i n g (bo th i n s i d e our own c o u n t r y and e l sewhere ) a commit-
ment t o t h e s e a r c h f o r p e a c e , a commitment t o look f o r mu tua l l y 
a c c e p t a b l e compromises. 
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What i nvo lved American groups a r e more o r l e s s i d e n t i -
f i a b l e ? Here I speak i n g r e a t e s t g e n e r a l i t y , throwing m i s r e p r e -
s e n t a t i o n s around w i t h g r e a t e a s e . P l e a s e assume i n what f o l l o w s 
a l l t he c a r e f u l q u a l i f i c a t i o n s , s t a t i s t i c a l and o t h e r w i s e , I 
could pu t i n i f I had t ime and i n c l i n a t i o n . 

For i n s t a n c e — American academics who have Middle 
Eas t i n t e r e s t s . They c o n s t i t u t e a c r o s s - s e c t i o n of American . 
l i f e . They fancy themse lves w e l l i n f o r m e d , and o f t e n t h i s i s 
q u i t e t r u e , b u t only i n a few i n s t a n c e s has t h e a v a i l a b i l i t y 
of i n f o r m a t i o n r e s u l t e d i n ba l anced views of t h e c o n f l i c t . 
For t he most p a r t , academics have s i n g l e - m i n d e d l y pur sued t h e i r 
d i s c i p l i n a r y i n t e r e s t s , and i n what they p u b l i s h , they seem to 
mention t h e c o n f l i c t as l i t t l e as p o s s i b l e . Whereas i n t h e 
Vietnam c o n f l i c t i t would be d i f f i c u l t t o f i n d a s c h o l a r of 
S o u t h e a s t As ia who had no t w r i t t e n a p a r t i s a n l e t t e r t o The 
New York Times, i n t he Middle E a s t c o n f l i c t t he tendency has 
been t o avo id u p s e t t i n g t h e academic community by p u b l i c l y 
e s p o u s i n g t h e cause of one s i d e o r t he o t h e r . The problem i s , 
of c o u r s e , t h a t the community i s s p l i t i n a way t h a t i s no t t h e 
case conce rn ing Vietnam. In my e x p e r i e n c e members of t h e a c a -
demic world have s t r o n g views on the A r a b - I s r a e l i d i s p u t e ; i n 
remain ing r e l u c t a n t t o g ive t h o s e views an a i r i n g , they have had 
t o do w i t h o u t t h e modera t ing i n f l u e n c e s of be ing f o r c e d to say 
i t i n p r i n t . 

What of t h e b u s i n e s s community? I t has a l s o been 
u n h e l p f u l t o the s e a r c h f o r p e a c e . To a n a l y z e what b u s i n e s s -
men a r e s e a r c h i n g f o r i s no t an easy m a t t e r t h e s e days , because 
from t h e i r c r i t i c s t h e r e i s such an abundance of a n t i - e s t a b l i s h -
m e n t a r i a n and o t h e r d o c t r i n a i r e nonsense f l o a t i n g a b o u t . But 
by and l a r g e they h a v e , l i k e o t h e r Americans , sought to e x e r t 
t h e i r i n f l u e n c e on one s i d e or t h e o t h e r . I f some b u s i n e s s -
men have t a k e n i t upon themse lves to a s s i s t t he Arab cause i n 
t h i s coun t ry — as some c l e a r l y have — o t h e r s , no t pe rhaps i n 
such numbers , have w i th equa l v i g o r suppor t ed t h e cause of 
I s r a e l . As f a r as I know, t h e r e has been no ma jo r e f f o r t mounted 
by the b u s i n e s s community to seek agreement among t h e m s e l v e s , 
l e t a lone c o n t r i b u t e any th ing s u b s t a n t i a l t o those who seek 
t o b r i d g e the gap between the a c t u a l b e l l i g e r e n t s . What e f f o r t s 
a r e made seem o f t e n — d e s p i t e n o t a b l e e x c e p t i o n s , e s p e c i a l l y 
among t h e b i g o i l companies — to have a p u b l i c r e l a t i o n s 
f u n c t i o n , namely, p e r s u a d i n g one s i d e o r t h e o t h e r t h a t t h e 
b u s i n e s s concern i s f r i e n d l y . In the Arab w o r l d , f a r f rom 
be ing concerned about t h e s e a r c h f o r p e a c e , some b u s i n e s s e s 
have become deeply i n v o l v e d i n t h e s t r u g g l e between t h e Arab 
r i g h t and t h e Arab l e f t , s e a r c h i n g i n s t e a d f o r ways t o slow 
down t h e f o r c e s of change. 
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American Z i o n i s t s have a l s o been of l i t t l e h e l p . 
T h e i r approach has been e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y o n e - s i d e d — f o r 
wha teve r u n d e r s t a n d a b l e r e a s o n s — and on I s r a e l ' s b e h a l f , though 
sometimes t o I s r a e l ' s embar rassment , t hey have w i t h c o n s i s t e n c y 
i n s i s t e d on a p o s i t i o n of no compromise. Speaking t o l a r g e 
groups on campuses i n t h i s c o u n t r y , I have found Arab s t u -
d e n t s and American Z i o n i s t s t u d e n t s t o be e q u a l l y u n w i l l i n g 
t o t h i n k i n te rms of s e t t l e m e n t . 

I n t h e i r f a s h i o n as u n h e l p f u l as Z i o n i s t s , b u t much 
s m a l l e r i n number, i s a group t h a t i s e m o t i o n a l l y p ro -Arab . 
J u s t a s t h e Z i o n i s t group c r o s s c u t s many o t h e r g roup ings of 
American l i f e , so t h i s group i s drawn from t h e r anks of t e a c h -
e r s , m i s s i o n a r i e s , bus ines smen , a n t i - Z i o n i s t Jews , and o t h e r s . 
Some, b u t c e r t a i n l y n o t a l l , a r e found i n t h i s group because 
they have r e a c t e d a g a i n s t what t hey s e e as t h e dominat ing 
p o l i t i c a l i n f l u e n c e of Zionism. T h e i r group p o s t u r e i s e s s e n -
t i a l l y d e f e n s i v e and o n e - s i d e d ; i t may l a c k t h e emot iona l 
c o n t e n t t h a t one o c c a s i o n a l l y d i s c e r n s among American Z i o n i s t s 
— many of whom, of c o u r s e , i d e n t i f y s t r o n g l y w i t h I s r a e l i s 
i n a way t h a t i s i m p o s s i b l e f o r t h i s group w i t h Arabs — b u t 
w i t h few e x c e p t i o n s t h e r e s u l t ha s been t h e same. Those who 
have sought t o know what m u t u a l l y a c c e p t a b l e compromises 
e x i s t a r e ve ry h a r d t o f i n d . 

Where does a l l t h i s l e a v e us? I f t h e A r a b - I s r a e l i 
c o n f l i c t i s t h e s t r u g g l e of r i g h t a g a i n s t r i g h t and i f we a r e 
a l l so human t h a t we t end t o t a k e o n e - s i d e d p o s i t i o n s , what 
hope i s t h e r e f o r a s e t t l e m e n t ? I t i s a good q u e s t i o n t o 
which t h e r e a r e no easy o r s h o r t - t e r m answers . Yet t h e r e i s 
one American group i nvo lved w i t h t h e c o n f l i c t t h a t a g a i n s t 
c o n s i d e r a b l e odds has c o n s i s t e n t l y sought compromises a c c e p t -
a b l e t o b o t h s i d e s . I t shou ld be i n s t r u c t i v e t o know why 
t h i s i s s o . 

I r e f e r , of c o u r s e , t o t h e Washington b u r e a u c r a c y , and 
I r e f e r p r i n c i p a l l y t o b u r e a u c r a t s w i t h Middle Eas t concerns 
from t h e S t a t e Depar tment , t h e Department of D e f e n s e , and 
t h e C e n t r a l I n t e l l i g e n c e Agency. This group comes f rom a l l 
walks of American l i f e . Some a r e Jews; some a r e n o t . Some 
a r e Ivy League , b u t most a r e n o t . I t i s a group t h a t i s con-
s i d e r e d t o be p a r t i c u l a r l y s u b j e c t t o Z i o n i s t i n f l u e n c e s 
emanat ing from t h e White House. That members of t h e group 
a r e s u b j e c t t o n o t j u s t Z i o n i s t i n f l u e n c e s b u t i n f l u e n c e s 
of eve ry k ind t h e r e can be no d o u b t . The remarkab le f a c t 
i s t h a t d e s p i t e b e i n g p u l l e d t h i s way and t h a t by every 
group s e e k i n g i n f l u e n c e i n t h e n a t i o n ' s c a p i t a l , t hey a r e 
u n i t e d by a concern t o r e c o n c i l e t h e v a r i o u s f o r c e s a t work 
and t o g e t a s e t t l e m e n t . 
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I do n o t mean t o p a t t h i s group undu ly on t h e b a c k , and 
i n f a c t I am n o t go ing t o . At some moments I admire what t h e y 
do and a t o t h e r s I t a k e my cue from t h e Vermont s t o r y of t h e 
educa t ed u r b a n i t e who was d r i v i n g n o r t h and came t o a f o r k i n 
t h e road w i t h s i g n s i n b o t h d i r e c t i o n s p o i n t i n g t o White R ive r 
J u n c t i o n . The u r b a n i t e l e aned ou t and w i t h c a r e asked a 
Vermonter Does i״ : t make any d i f f e r e n c e which of t h e s e roads 
I t a k e ? " And t h e Ve rmon te r י s r e s p o n s e was : "Not t o me i t 
d o n ' t . " 

What i s i n s t r u c t i v e , i t seems t o me, i s t h a t w i t h i n t h i s 
group a c l i m a t e of o p i n i o n or consensus about g o a l s ha s been 
e s t a b l i s h e d , and i t ha s been done on t h e b a s i s of an o v e r r i d i n g 
conce rn . I n t h i s i n s t a n c e t h e o v e r r i d i n g concern i s n o t s e t t l e -
ment o r peace f o r i t s own sake b u t what i s seen by t h e group t o 
be t h e American i n t e r e s t . P l e a s e n o t e t h a t I am n e i t h e r d e f e n d -
ing nor a t t a c k i n g any p a r t i c u l a r d e f i n i t i o n of t h e American 
i n t e r e s t ; I am s imply s a y i n g t h a t t o overcome t h e p o t e n t i a l l y 
v i o l e n t f a c t i o n a l i s m i n any c o n f l i c t , an o v e r r i d i n g concern i s 
a n e c e s s i t y . And what goes hand In hand w i t h an o v e r r i d i n g 
concern i s a consensus on g o a l s . 

Though s u c c e s s f u l i n p e r s u a d i n g t h e s m a l l s p e c i a l i z e d 
wor ld of t h e Washington b u r e a u c r a c y t o seek a s e t t l e m e n t of t h e 
A r a b - I s r a e l i c o n f l i c t , t h e American i n t e r e s t a s an o v e r r i d i n g 
concern i s n o t always h e l p f u l . I f t h e Washington b u r e a u c r a c y 
has a r e l a t i v e l y b a l a n c e d view of Arabs and I s r a e l i , t h e same 
cannot b e s a i d f o r i t s view of o t h e r c o n f l i c t s . I n d e e d , t h e 
b u r e a u c r a c y ' s p r e s e n t hang-ups on r i v a l r i e s and c o n f l i c t s d i r e c t l y 
i n v o l v i n g Uni ted S t a t e s p r e s t i g e s u g g e s t t h a t we shou ld b e wary 
of t h e p h r a s e " t h e American i n t e r e s t . " Many d e f i n i t i o n s of t h e 
p h r a s e e x i s t . I f t h e c u r r e n t o p e r a t i n g d e f i n i t i o n h a s h e l p e d 
l e a d us t o t h e p r e s e n t s t a t e s of t e n s i o n w i t h t h e S o v i e t Union , 
Cuba, Vietnam, and main land China , we would be w e l l a d v i s e d t o 
s e e k ways t o b roaden t h e d e f i n i t i o n — and w i t h more t h a n d e l i b -
e r a t e s p e e d . 

I n c l o s i n g , one hopes t h a t t h i s c o n f e r e n c e d u r i n g i t s 
s h o r t l i f e w i l l deve lop an o v e r r i d i n g concern t h a t subsumes 
t h e American i n t e r e s t , b r o a d l y d e f i n e d , — and subsumes t h e 
i n t e r e s t s of o t h e r n a t i o n s as w e l l . Most of u s , I s u s p e c t , 
a r e a b i t t i r e d of h e a r i n g t h a t wor ld peace shou ld b e an o v e r -
r i d i n g conce rn . Yet I speak as a man i n t e r e s t e d i n p r a c t i c a l 
s o l u t i o n s , i n p r e s e r v i n g h i s own and h i s f r i e n d s ' l i v e s . Given 
modern t echno logy and a modern a g e , peace i s more t h a n eve r 
i n d i v i s i b l e , and i t i s i m p o r t a n t t h a t each one of us h e l p e s t a b l i s h 
t h e consensus t h a t w i l l make s e t t l e m e n t and c o n c i l i a t i o n a 
p o s s i b i l i t y . As we approach t h e c o n f e r e n c e ' s c a s e s of c o n f l i c t 
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over t h e n e x t 30 h o u r s , and as we i n d u l g e o u r s e l v e s i n normal 
human one-upmanship , I p l e a d t h a t i t he t h e one-upmanship 
n e i t h e r of s e e i n g who can p l a c e t h e most blame f o r p a s t a c t i o n 
nor of j u s t i f y i n g most e l o q u e n t l y p r e s e n t p o l i t i c a l p o s t u r e s 
bu t t h e one-upmanship of s e e i n g who can d e v i s e t h e most workab le 
and m u t u a l l y a c c e p t a b l e compromises. 

Thank you. 
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THE PHENOMENON OF VIOLENCE* 

The f i r s t s e s s i o n of t h e Middle Eas t I n s t i t u t e c o n f e r -
ence was concerned w i t h t h e phenomenon of v i o l e n c e i n t h e Middle 
E a s t . Why have v i o l e n t i d e o l o g i e s a r i s e n ? What s o c i a l c o n d i -
t i o n s have been a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e e s c a l a t i o n of Middle Eas t 
c o n f l i c t wh ich , i n t h e A r a b - I s r a e l i c a s e , i n t h e words of one 
p a n e l i s t , has s i n c e t h e days of Judah Magnes, r e s u l t e d i n d e a t h s 
which can "no l o n g e r be counted i n h u n d r e d s , b u t i n t housands 
and t e n s of t h o u s a n d s . " In a d d i t i o n t o d e s c r i p t i v e a n a l y s i s 
of i d e o l o g i e s and v i o l e n c e - p r o d u c i n g c o n d i t i o n s , two p a n e l 
c o n f e r e e s c o n s i d e r e d q u e s t i o n s r e l a t i n g t o t h e u t i l i t y of v i o -
l e n c e . Can v i o l e n t means be used t o a c h i e v e d e s i r e d g o a l s ? 

F r u s t r a t i o n and d e s p a i r have been pr imary c o n d i t i o n s 
which h a v e , i n t h e words of keyno te s p e a k e r Alan Hor ton , meant 
t h a t t h e " h e a r t of t h e m a t t e r (of v i o l e n c e ) i s t h e human e g o . " 
This f r u s t r a t i o n may be t h e r e s u l t of a p e r s o n a l i d e n t i t y c r i -
s i s , p a r t i c u l a r l y among y o u t h , i n a wor ld caught up i n a c c e l e r a -
t i n g change . I n t h i s r e s p e c t Middle E a s t v i o l e n c e may be viewed 
as p a r t of a wor ld -wide t r e n d . Viewed from a n o t h e r p e r s p e c t i v e , 
however , c o n d i t i o n s of f r u s t r a t i o n may be viewed as t h e r e s u l t 
of v i o l e n c e and i n j u s t i c e which have found no r e d r e s s . T r a d i -
t i o n a l methods of communication have engendered no r e s p o n s e . I n 
s i t u a t i o n s of f r u s t r a t i o n and d e s p a i r , i n d i v i d u a l s may undergo "a 
k ind of p s y c h o l o g i c a l c o l l a p s e . " But o t h e r s , " a g a i n and a g a i n 
peop l e who have somehow found a way t o overcome t h e i n n e r compul-
s i o n s t o d e f e a t " e x p e r i e n c e a k ind of " r e g e n e r a t i o n , e m o t i o n a l , 
p s y c h o l o g i c a l , even s p i r i t u a l . " V i o l e n c e seems t o o f f e r r e l e a s e . 

Such was t h e c a s e of F r a n t z Fanon, t h e t h e o r i s t of v i o -
l e n c e "produced by t h e West" whose i d e o l o g y has a f f e c t e d a d v o c a t e s 
of v i o l e n c e i n t h e Middle Eas t as e l s e w h e r e i n t h e Th i rd World. 
In Fanon ' s i d e o l o g y , v i o l e n c e s e r v e s as a means t o r e l e a s e f rom 
impotence and t o t h e r e - c r e a t i o n of l i f e . Fanon ' s i d e o l o g y 
grew ou t of t h e c o l o n i a l d ichotomy: c o l o n i z e r and c o l o n i z e d , 
o p p r e s s o r and o p p r e s s e d . At tempts a t d i a l o g u e i n such a s i t u a t i o n 
proved t o be a t t e m p t s t o communicate w i t h t h e d e a f , and v i o l e n c e 
seemed t o be t h e only way " igno red men" could make t hemse lves 
h e a r d , reemerging as p e o p l e , " l i v i n g , knowing and moving . " A l -

* Owing t o a number of r e q u e s t s t h e f u l l remarks of t h e p a n e l i s t s 
a r e i n c l u d e d as addenda t o t h e Summary. 
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though, n o t a r e l i g i o u s man, Fanon spoke i n t h e l anguage of t h e 
Apoca lypse : of t h e b lood from which a new man w i l l be b o r n , 
of death, t o end a l l d e a t h . F a n o n ' s e x p e r i e n c e was t h a t of many 
n o n - W e s t e r n e r s , and h i s i d e o l o g y h a s t h e r e f o r e s t r u c k a r e s p o n -
s i v e c h o r d . As a man of a wor ld long more a c t e d upon than a c t i n g , 
h e r e p r e s e n t s a demand t o b e h e a r d . 

Contemporary r e v o l u t i o n a r y t h e o r i s t s have a s s o c i a t e d 
Fanon ' s i d e o l o g y w i t h r e v o l u t i o n a r y movements. A r e s u l t i n g dilemma 
f o r t h e West , and f o r t h o s e a g a i n s t whom t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y i d e o l -
ogy i s d i r e c t e d , i s t o f i n d a way o u t : f o r v i o l e n c e r e s u l t s i n 
p o l a r i z a t i o n and engenders more v i o l e n c e , making n o n - v i o l e n t 
" p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n v i r t u a l l y i m p o s s i b l e . " Contemporary r e v o l u -
t i o n a r i e s h a v e , i n t h e o p i n i o n of a n o t h e r p a n e l i s t , become so 
caugh t up i n t h e "mys t ique of v i o l e n c e " t h a t they d o n ' t know 
"what f o r c e s they a r e u n l e a s h i n g . " 

I n t h e P a l e s t i n i a n c a s e c o n d i t i o n s of f r u s t r a t i o n and 
h u m i l i a t i o n have o b t a i n e d . P a l e s t i n i a n s have been " igno red 
men" whose g r i e v a n c e s have n o t found r e d r e s s and whom t h e wor ld 
has known, as f o r example i n Uni t ed Na t ions R e s o l u t i o n 242, only 
as " r e f u g e e s . " In t h i s s i t u a t i o n , a cco rd ing t o one p a n e l i s t , 
"many of t h e p e o p l e who r e s o r t t o v i o l e n c e a r e peop l e who have 
come t o t h e c o n c l u s i o n , r i g h t l y o r wrong ly , ' t h a t you do n o t 
t a k e me s e r i o u s l y , and I w i l l make you t a k e me s e r i o u s l y . ' " F r u s -
t r a t i o n has been f e l t , a long w i t h a s e n s e of b e t r a y a l a t t h e 
hands of t h e Uni ted N a t i o n s , t h e Grea t Powers o r t h e Arab govern-
men t s . "The wor ld w i l l no t h e a r u s , t h e world w i l l pay no a t t e n -
t i o n t o u s . T h e r e f o r e , we must now t a k e our d e s t i n y i n t o our own 
h a n d s , and w e ' r e going t o do t h i s . I f we have t o f i g h t , many 
of us w i l l have t o d i e . But e v e n t u a l l y , we or our sons o r our 
s o n s ' sons w i l l s o l v e t h i s problem and we a r e going home!" Those 
who speak t h i s way "have i n some measure been a b l e t o overcome 
t h e i r own s e n s e of d e s p a i r . " 

I n a broad s e n s e , v i o l e n c e i n A r a b - I s r a e l i r e l a t i o n s 
may be s een as t h e r e s u l t of v i o l e n c e t u r n e d a g a i n s t b o t h p a r t i e s 
by o t h e r s which they s u b s e q u e n t l y t u r n e d a g a i n s t each o t h e r . 
J ewi sh n a t i o n a l i s m , e x p r e s s e d i n t h e Z i o n i s t movement, and i n 
growing immigra t ion as German r e p r e s s i o n worsened , was t h e r e s u l t 
of European a n t i - S e m i t i s m . Arab n a t i o n a l i s m , g iven impetus by 
T u r k i s h r e p r e s s i o n d u r i n g World War I , grew i n P a l e s t i n e as 
Arabs f e a r e d t h e r i s i n g t i d e of i m m i g r a t i o n , and , " s e e i n g Jewish 
a s p i r a t i o n s deve lop from homeland t o n a t i o n a l s t a t e , were i n t e r e s t e d 
l e s s i n d i a l o g u e t h a n i n stemming t h e t i d e , w i t h f o r c e i f n e c e s -
s a r y . " At tempts a t d i a l o g u e (summarized by Don P e r e t z i n a 
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paper a t t h e end of t h i s volume) p r o f f e r e d by modera te Arabs met 
no r e s p o n s e due t o p r e f e r e n c e on t h e p a r t of t h e J e w i s h n a t i o n -
a l i s t l e a d e r s h i p f o r t h e achievement of t o t a l g o a l s w i t h t h e 
s u p p o r t of European powers r a t h e r t h a n t h e achievement of l e s s e r 
g o a l s t h r o u g h accommodation w i t h t h e i nd igenous p e o p l e who l i v e d 
i n t h e " l a n d w i t h o u t a p e o p l e . " The Arab r e s p o n s e was u l t i m a t e l y 
an uncompromising one . Now p o s i t i o n s have p o l a r i z e d t o t h e p o i n t 
where few on e i t h e r s i d e c o n s i d e r a n o n - v i o l e n t s o l u t i o n of t h e 
problem e f f i c a c i o u s . 

In t h e view of a t l e a s t two p a n e l i s t s v i o l e n c e , however , 
engenders i n such a s i t u a t i o n on ly g r e a t e r v i o l e n c e . Under p r e s e n t 
c o n d i t i o n s t h e r e s u l t can only be p o l a r i z a t i o n , b l o o d s h e d , and 
c o n f l i c t e s c a l a t i o n . According t o one p a n e l i s t : 

J u s t a s t h e Un i t ed S t a t e s and Russ i a a r e each l e a r n i n g t o 
c o - e x i s t w i t h i d e o l o g i e s t h a t a r e a n t i p a t h e t i c t o each 
o t h e r , i t must be n e c e s s a r y f o r s u r v i v a l of Jews and Arabs 
i n t h e Middle Eas t t h a t t hey a c c e p t — i n t h e name of 
s u r v i v a l — m o d i f i c a t i o n of t h e i r i d e o l o g i e s . P a s t i n -
j u s t i c e s can no l o n g e r be washed away by b l o o d , f o r such 
r e t r i b u t i o n can on ly compound t h e i n j u s t i c e s of t h e p a s t . 

Dia logue can on ly be ach ieved th rough r e c o g n i t i o n of 
t h e o t h e r s i d e ' s humanity and a p p r e c i a t i o n of i t s c i r c u m s t a n c e s . 
I f Z i o n i s t s d id no t r e c o g n i z e t h a t P a l e s t i n e was occup ied by 
p e o p l e w i t h l e g i t i m a t e hopes and a s p i r a t i o n s , P a l e s t i n i a n r e v o l u -
t i o n a r i e s c o n s i d e r secondary t h e peop le i nvo lved on t h e o t h e r 
s i d e . 

A f u r t h e r c o n d i t i o n p o s i t e d as l e a d i n g t o v i o l e n c e i n 
t h e P a l e s t i n i a n c a s e i s ove rc rowding . According t o c u r r e n t 
b i o l o g i c a l t h e o r y , w i t h an i n c r e a s e i n t h e d e n s i t y of p o p u l a -
t i o n and r e d u c t i o n of t h e f i e l d i n which an i n d i v i d u a l has some 
s e n s e of f reedom, t h e r e a c t i o n i s one e i t h e r of w i t h d r a w a l or 
h o s t i l i t y . "Any one of u s , " commented one p a n e l i s t , "who has 
s p e n t any t ime i n some of t h e s e m i s e r a b l y overcrowded Arab r e f u g e e 
camps canno t h e l p b u t wonder whe ther t h e k ind of r e s e a r c h be ing 
done i n t h e q u i e t of American and European u n i v e r s i t y r e s e a r c h 
l a b o r a t o r i e s d o e s n ' t have something t o say abou t t h e inhumaneness 
of t h e s e shabby , overcrowded, r e f u g e e camps. Because i t i s 
from t h e s e , as we know a g a i n and a g a i n , t h a t some of t h e most 
v i o l e n t members of t h e v i o l e n t groups have come." 
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PALESTINE ENTITY I 

That I s r a e l i s and P a l e s t i n i a n Arabs and Wes te rne r s w i t h 
more e x p o s u r e t o one s i d e or t h e o t h e r f i n d l i t t l e or no a r e a 
f o r common agreement i s one of t h e fundamen ta l r e a s o n s why t h e r e 
c o n t i n u e s t o b e more v i o l e n c e t h a n d i a l o g u e i n t h e Middle E a s t . 01 
one l e v e l , t h e r e i s t h e b i r t h and development of two n a t i o n a l i s m s 
w i t h s t r o n g t i e s t o t h e l and of P a l e s t i n e , each n a t i o n a l i s m em-
p l o y i n g i n i t s t ime v a r i o u s k i n d s of v i o l e n c e and , i t seems, each 
n a t i o n a l i s m showing l i t t l e , i f a n y , r e g a r d f o r t h e o t h e r . On 
a n o t h e r l e v e l , t h e r e a r e d i f f e r e n c e s conce rn ing t h e n a t u r e of t h e 
A r a b - I s r a e l i problem t o d a y , t h e f a c t s of t h e i s s u e , and , even i f 
t h e p a r t i e s t o t h e d i s p u t e a r e w i l l i n g t o con templa te such an i d e a 
whose r e s p o n s i b i l i t y i t i s t o make t h e f i r s t move, o r c o n c e s s i o n , 
so t h a t t h e r e can be more d i a l o g u e and l e s s v i o l e n c e i n t h e a r e a . 

One p a r t i c i p a n t c o u n s e l l e d t h a t f o r h i s f e l l o w Ameri-
cans t o u n d e r s t a n d t h e n a t u r e of t h e Middle Eas t c o n f l i c t today 
c e r t a i n a s p e c t s of modern J e w i s h h i s t o r y and t h e r i s e of Z i o n i s t 
n a t i o n a l i s m must be f u l l y a p p r e c i a t e d . Four themes were d i s c u s s e d 
f i r s t , t h e r e a r e some p a r a l l e l s i n t h e h i s t o r i e s of Jews l i v i n g 
i n Europe and i n t h e Middle E a s t ; s e c o n d , c r u c i a l t o t h e h i s t o r y 
of Z i o n i s t n a t i o n a l i s m i s t h e s t r u g g l e of European Jewry d u r i n g 
World War I I f o r s u r v i v a l and a f t e r t h e war f o r r e c o g n i t i o n by 
t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l community as a p e o p l e ; t h i r d , t h e Jewish f i g h t 
f o r s t a t e h o o d i n P a l e s t i n e i n t h e 1940s was marred by s p o r a d i c 
v i o l e n c e and i s t h e r e f o r e an a s p e c t of t h e h i s t o r y of v i o l e n c e 
i n t h e a r e a ; and f o u r t h , t h e Jews a r e n o t today a l i e n i n t r u d e r s 
i n t h e Middle E a s t . I t was f e l t t h a t th rough an a p p r e c i a t i o n of 
t h e s e f o u r p o i n t s and t h e i r r a m i f i c a t i o n s an u n d e r s t a n d i n g of 
I s r a e l i p r e s e n c e i n t h e a r e a might be b e t t e r o b t a i n e d . 

For c e n t u r i e s , Jews i n b o t h t h e Middle Eas t and Europe 
were t a r g e t s of r e l i g i o u s i n t o l e r a n c e i n v a r y i n g d e g r e e s . In 
Europe , i t was hoped i n t h e n i n e t e e n t h cen tu ry t h a t , w i t h t h e r i s e 
of r a t i o n a l i s m , t h e g h e t t o w a l l s might be d e s t r o y e d and t h a t 
Jews might win emanc ipa t ion from a n c i e n t p r e j u d i c e and s e r v i t u d e . 
But hope f aded w i t h t h r e e deve lopmen t s . A f t e r c e n t u r i e s of 
r e l i g i o u s i n t o l e r a n c e t h e r e grew up h a t e f u l r a c i a l d o c t r i n e s 
w i t h p s e u d o - s c i e n t i f i c p r emise s — which reached t h e i r t e r r i b l e 
c l imax i n Nazi ism i n Germany. Second, as t h e p r o l e t a r i a t and 
p e a s a n t r y began t h e i r c l imb t o h i g h e r economic s t a n d a r d s , Jews 
who l i v e d i n t h e towns and worked i n t r a d e s and h a n d i c r a f t s 
found themse lves exposed t o envy and h o s t i l i t y , and e r o s i o n of 
t h e i r economic s t a t u s . T h i r d , modern n a t i o n a l i s m i n Europe found 
e x p r e s s i o n i n xenophobia and t h e Jews were s p e c i a l t a r g e t s of 
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an I n t o l e r a n t n a t i o n a l i s m which i n c i t e d l a r g e masses of p e o p l e 
a g a i n s t them. 

To a g r e a t e r or l e s s e r e x t e n t , t h e s e phenomena were 
found i n t h e Middle E a s t . While i t i s t r u e t h a t t h e r e were 
p e r i o d s of t r a n q u i l l i t y i n A r a b - J e w i s h r e l a t i o n s t h r o u g h t h e 
c e n t u r i e s , t h e p a r t i c i p a n t f e l t t h e s e p e r i o d s were e x c e p t i o n a l 
i n t e r l u d e s . He i n d i c a t e d , however , t h a t t h e p o s i t i o n of Jews 
i n Egypt was much b e t t e r t h a n t h a t of t h e Jews of I r a q and 
S y r i a and t h e Yemen. Dur ing and a f t e r World War I I , t h e e x i s t -
i ng s i t u a t i o n d e t e r i o r a t e d s i g n i f i c a n t l y : t h e r e was a bloody 
pogrom i n Baghdad i n 1941 and a n o t h e r i n Libya i n 1945 i n a d d i -
t i o n t o a t t a c k s on t h e Jewish q u a r t e r s i n Ca i ro and Damascus. 
With t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t of I s r a e l , Jews s t a r t e d coming from a l l 
over t h e Arab w o r l d . Between 1948 and 1967 some 688,247 Jews 
came t o I s r a e l f rom Asian and A f r i c a n c o u n t r i e s w h i l e 555,573 
came f rom t h e r e s t of t h e w o r l d , mos t ly f rom Europe . The 
l a r g e s t s o u r c e s of immigra t i on from Muslim c o u n t r i e s were Morocco, 
A l g e r i a and T u n i s i a , some of whose Jews went t o Europe p r i o r t o 
coming t o I s r a e l . Today, t h e r e a r e about 70,000 Jews s t i l l 
l i v i n g i n Arab c o u n t r i e s , a g a i n mos t ly i n Nor th A f r i c a : t h i s 
f i g u r e compares w i t h some 330,000 Arabs l i v i n g i n I s r a e l p r o p e r . 

As i m p o r t a n t as t h e O r i e n t a l Jews a r e t o t h e d e v e l o p -
ment of I s r a e l a f t e r 1948, European Jewry was t h e f o c a l group 
i n t h e r i s e of Z i o n i s t n a t i o n a l i s m and t h e s t r u g g l e f o r t h e c r e a -
t i o n of I s r a e l i n t h e 1940s . Without making any r e f e r e n c e t o t h e 
p o s s i b i l i t y of a comparison w i t h t h e s i t u a t i o n i n which t h e P a l e s -
t i n i a n Arabs found themse lves i n t h e 1960s , t h e p a r t i c i p a n t 
c h a r t e d t h e d i p l o m a t i c e f f o r t by wor ld Jewry t o g a i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
r e c o g n i t i o n f o r Jews d i s p l a c e d d u r i n g World War I I . He con-
s i d e r e d i t i n c r e d i b l e t h a t t h e wor ld community was seemingly 
f o r g e t t i n g r e c e n t h i s t o r y so e a s i l y : a f t e r f a i l i n g t o s ave 
E u r o p e ' s Jews from H i t l e r i n t h e 1930s , t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l com-
munity a v e r t e d i t s eye f rom t h e p l i g h t of t h e 100,000 s u r v i v o r s 
of t h e c o n c e n t r a t i o n camps. But t h i s number grew q u i c k l y as 
doors were i n c r e a s i n g l y c l o s e d t o o t h e r Jews when t h e y r e t u r n e d 
t o t h e i r former European a b o d e s . As d i s p l a c e d p e r s o n s camps 
grew P a l e s t i n e loomed as t h e on ly a l t e r n a t i v e . A f l o a t i n g and 
l a n d l e s s n a t i o n a l i t y , de t ached i n s p i r i t f rom t h e i r p a s t l o c a l i -
t i e s , was i n s e a r c h f o r a home: t h e J ewi sh Agency was de t e rmined 
t h a t i t would be no o t h e r p l a c e t h a n P a l e s t i n e . The Agency 
e s t i m a t e d i n 1947 t h a t t h e r e were some 268,000 r e f u g e e Jews i n 
Germany, I t a l y and A u s t r i a who wanted t o l e a v e Europe and t h a t 
a t l e a s t 60 pe r c e n t of t h e remain ing 190,000 r e f u g e e Jews of 
Europe would n o t be a b l e t o s t a y i n t h a t c o n t i n e n t . 
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Concomitant w i t h t h e d i p l o m a t i c s t r u g g l e i n Europe, was 
t h e growing v i o l e n c e i n P a l e s t i n e i t s e l f . I t was f e l t t h a t t h e 
two Jewish t e r r o r i s t g r o u p s , t h e I r g u n Zvai Leumi and t h e L e c h i , 
d id n o t o p e r a t e w i t h i n t h e d i s c i p l i n e of t h e m a j o r i t y of t h e 
Jewish community which had i t s own p a r a m i l i t a r y f o r c e — t h e 
Haganah. While t he Haganah s p e n t most of i t s t ime t r y i n g t o 
r e s c u e Jews from Europe and b r i n g them to P a l e s t i n e on s h i p s , 
some of which n e v e r completed t h e t r i p , t h e t e r r o r i s t s committed 
many a c t s of v i o l e n c e — a l l r e p u d i a t e d by t h e American Jewish 
C o n f e r e n c e . These a c t s d id no t r e a l l y advance I s r a e l ' s cause 
which t h e p a r t i c i p a n t though t won i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e c o g n i t i o n 
on o t h e r g rounds . Three were men t ioned : t h e UN S p e c i a l Com-
m i t t e e was deep ly impressed w i t h t h e u r g e n t need of Jewish s u r -
v i v o r s of H i t l e r and r e c o g n i z e d t h a t they had no a l t e r n a t i v e 
s a n c t u a r y ; t h e c o n s t r u c t i v e development of Jewish P a l e s t i n e , 
no t i t s t e r r o r i s t s , impressed t h e UN w i t h i t s r e a l i t y ; and i f v i o -
l e n c e p layed a p a r t i t was v i o l e n c e of Jewish t e r r o r i s t s a g a i n s t 
t h e B r i t i s h . In f a c t , t h e Jews had been t h e v i c t i m s of v i o l e n c e , 
bo th t h e savage war waged by t h e Nazis and t h e r e p r e s s i v e war by 
t h e Mandatory reg ime . 

L a s t l y , t h e p a r t i c i p a n t i n d i c a t e d t h a t t h e I s r a e l i s 
cannot be c o n s i d e r e d a l i e n i n t r u d e r s t o t h e Middle E a s t . I t 
i s a s i g n i f i c a n t f a c t t h a t 44 p e r cen t of t h e Jews of I s r a e l 
were born t h e r e and , of t h o s e born a b r o a d , 12 .8 pe r cen t were 
born i n As ia and 14 .4 pe r c e n t i n A f r i c a — both main ly i n Muslim 
c o u n t r i e s . This means t h a t 70 p e r cen t of I s r a e l ' s p o p u l a t i o n 
i s i nd igenous t o t h e Middle E a s t . The g u e r r i l l a i d e o l o g u e s 
who speak of an exodus of Jews from I s r a e l back t o Arab l ands 
do n o t u n d e r s t a n d what has happened . Today, t h e r e i s no 
d i f f e r e n c e between Z i o n i s t and n o n - Z i o n i s t Jews. To speak 
of t h e d e - Z i o n i z a t i o n of I s r a e l i s about as absurd as t o speak 
of t h e d e - A r a b i z a t i o n of J o r d a n . 

Some of t h e s e themes were b rough t up aga in by a 
P a l e s t i n i a n Arab to prove o t h e r p o i n t s . F e e l i n g i n t h e 1960s 
somewhat t h e way t h e Jews f e l t a f t e r t h e war , t h e P a l e s t i n i a n s , 
i t was s a i d , a r e today i n d i c a t i n g t h a t they w i l l never w i l l i n g l y 
o r u n w i l l i n g l y n e g o t i a t e t h e i r n a t i o n a l be ing out of e x i s t e n c e . 
Having l o s t i n 1948 on t h e b a t t l e f i e l d , t h e P a l e s t i n i a n s seemingly 
have t h r e e a l t e r n a t i v e s : f o r t h o s e under I s r a e l i r u l e t o s t a y 
t h e r e ; f o r P a l e s t i n i a n s t o seek a new h a b i t a t ; or t o pu r sue 
t h e s t r u g g l e f o r t h e i r homeland i n any way f e a s i b l e . The 
P a l e s t i n i a n s , t h e p a r t i c i p a n t s t a t e d , f l a t l y r e j e c t t h e second 
a l t e r n a t i v e and t h i n k t h a t t h e f i r s t would be only a temporary 
s o l u t i o n because e v e n t u a l l y t h e " n a t i v e s " would r i s e t o o v e r -
throw t h e yoke of t h e c o l o n i z e r s . The e x p e r i e n c e s of t h e 
330,000 Arabs i n I s r a e l a r e any th ing bu t conducive t o p e a c e f u l 
c o - e x i s t e n c e between Arab and Z i o n i s t and t h e r e c e n t y e a r s 
have been c h a r a c t e r i z e d by more a l i e n a t i o n than i n t e g r a t i o n . 
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I t was i n t h i s s i t u a t i o n t h a t t h e t h i r d a l t e r n a t i v e — 
t o p u r s u e t h e i r s t r u g g l e i n every way p o s s i b l e — became t h e 
only v i a b l e cho ice f o r P a l e s t i n i a n s . The world community h a s , 
f o r twenty y e a r s , n e g l e c t e d t h e P a l e s t i n i a n s and now, i t was 
a s s e r t e d , t h e P a l e s t i n i a n s a r e t a k i n g t h e i r own f u t u r e i n t o 
t h e i r hands . The ma jo r e lement of t h i s new e f f o r t i s t h e P a l e s -
t i n e N a t i o n a l L i b e r a t i o n Movement (Fa tah ) founded i n 1965 and 
t h r u s t i n t o t h e f o r e f r o n t of t h e b a t t l e a f t e r t h e June 1967 
War. Put s u c c i n c t l y , as long as Z i o n i s t s a r e Z i o n i s t , t h e 
on ly s i g n i f i c a n t c o n t a c t between P a l e s t i n i a n Arab and Z i o n i s t 
Jew w i l l be one of v i o l e n c e . The p a r t i c i p a n t f e l t t h a t t h e 
P a l e s t i n e L i b e r a t i o n Movement was s e e k i n g a s o l u t i o n t h a t i s 
r a d i c a l i n t h a t i t goes to t h e r o o t of t h e problem. At t h i s 
s t a g e , v i c t o r y means t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t of a Free P a l e s t i n e , 
open to a l l P a l e s t i n i a n s f o r c i t i z e n s h i p on an equa l b a s i s . 

To do t h i s , i t i s f e l t t h a t t h e movement must f i r s t 
show t h a t I s r a e l ' s m i l i t a r y supremacy cannot s a f e g u a r d i t s 
c i t i z e n s and t h a t Zionism can neve r be s e c u r e i n t h e Middle 
E a s t ; second t h a t I s r a e l i s no t t h e s o l u t i o n t o t h e s o - c a l l e d 
Jewish problem; and t h i r d t h a t I s r a e l cannot s e r v e as an o u t p o s t 
f o r Big Power i n t e r e s t s i n t h e a r e a . Ac t ion on b o t h t h e m i l i -
t a r y and p o l i t i c a l f r o n t s i s e s s e n t i a l : long t h e v i c t i m s of 
v i o l e n c e , t h e P a l e s t i n i a n s a r e now u s i n g i t t o o b t a i n t h e i r 
g o a l s . A popu l a r war of l i b e r a t i o n which e n t a i l s b o t h t h e 
p o l i t i c i z a t i o n and m o b i l i z a t i o n of t h e whole P a l e s t i n i a n 
p o p u l a t i o n i s t h e e s s e n c e of t h e movement. On t h e p o l i t i c a l 
f r o n t , t h e P a l e s t i n i a n s seek t o convey t h e i r own r a t i o n a l e 
f o r a s e c u l a r democra t i c s t a t e i n P a l e s t i n e . The p r imary 
means of t h i s communication i s t h e e d u c a t i o n of P a l e s t i n i a n 
m a s s e s , Arab masses and even t h e r e s t of t h e w o r l d , i n c l u d i n g 
t h e I s r a e l i s . 

The p a r t i c i p a n t f e l t t h a t a t t h i s e a r l y s t a g e i n t h e 
s t r u g g l e f o r l i b e r a t i o n t h e movement could n o t r e a l l y d i s c u s s 
t h e d e f i n i t i v e n a t u r e of t h e new l i b e r a t e d s t a t e b u t he was 
w i l l i n g t o g i v e i t c e r t a i n p a r a m e t e r s . The new d e m o c r a t i c 
P a l e s t i n e i s no t a s u b s t i t u t e f o r l i b e r a t i o n , r a t h e r i t i s t h e 
u l t i m a t e o b j e c t i v e of i t : t h e s t a t e i s t o be c r e a t e d on P a l e s t i n e 
of i t s p r e -1948 b o r d e r s and w i l l n o t be a c l i e n t s t a t e on some 
p o r t i o n of t h a t t e r r i t o r y . Second, P a l e s t i n e i s f o r a l l 
P a l e s t i n i a n s — a l l Jews , Musl ims, and C h r i s t i a n s and a t h e i s t s 
l i v i n g i n P a l e s t i n e or f o r c i b l y e x i l e d from i t w i l l have t h e 
r i g h t t o P a l e s t i n i a n c i t i z e n s h i p . The movement r e j e c t s t h e 
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s u p p o s i t i o n t h a t only Jews who l i v e d i n P a l e s t i n e p r i o r t o 1948 
o r p r i o r t o 1914 and t h e i r d e s c e n d a n t s a r e a c c e p t a b l e . But i t 
a l s o r e j e c t s t h e Z i o n i s t law of r e t u r n which c o n f e r s upon a l l 
Jews a l l over t h e wor ld a u t o m a t i c c i t i z e n s h i p i n t h e s t a t e 
shou ld they so d e s i r e . Third , t h e new coun t ry w i l l be a n t i -
i m p e r i a l i s t i c and w i l l r e s i s t a l l i m p e r i a l i s t i n t r u s i o n s i n t o 
t h e a r e a ; i t w i l l have t o s e v e r l i n e s of t o t a l dependence on 
t h e Uni t ed S t a t e s . F o u r t h , i n t e g r a t i o n w i t h i n t h e Middle Eas t 
w i l l be among t h e fo remos t o b j e c t i v e s of t h i s new P a l e s t i n e . 
I n a d d i t i o n , P a l e s t i n e w i l l a l s o r e j e c t b i - n a t i o n a l i s m and 
w i l l n o t be b u i l t around t h r e e r e l i g i o n s o r two n a t i o n a l i t i e s : 
t h u s t h e Lebanese model i s t o t a l l y a l i e n t o t h e movement. 
L a s t l y , t h e new s t a t e must be d e m o c r a t i c , p r o g r e s s i v e and 
p r o v i d e e q u a l o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r i t s peop l e i n work, w o r s h i p , 
e d u c a t i o n , p o l i t i c a l d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g , and c u l t u r a l m a t t e r s . 

Because of t h i s growing movement 's g o a l s and i t s 
v e r y n a t u r e , i t c a n n o t , t h e p a r t i c i p a n t u r g e d , a c c e p t any 
p o l i t i c a l peace e f f o r t which i t f e e l s u n d e r c u t s t h e n a t i o n a l 
and human r i g h t s of a l l P a l e s t i n i a n s . Such a t t e m p t s , he 
f e e l s , a r e t h e Rogers Peace P lan of 1970 and UN S e c u r i t y 
Counc i l Res . #242. These i n t e r n a t i o n a l e f f o r t s want c o -
e x i s t e n c e , t hey want t o s a n c t i o n I s r a e l as a " l e g i t i m a t e , 
s o v e r e i g n s t a t e . " 

He concluded t h a t t h e r e has never been a common 
ground between Z i o n i s t s and P a l e s t i n i a n s , and t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t 
of an e x c l u s i v e l y Jewish s t a t e on t e r r i t o r y be long ing t o t h e 
P a l e s t i n i a n Arabs i s h a r d l y a p ro logue t o d i a l o g u e . V i o l e n c e , 
t h u s , w i l l c o n t i n u e t o be t h e name of t h e game under p r e s e n t 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s . 

As i n a t t e n t i v e as t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p a r t i c i p a n t c o n s i d e r e d 
t h e wor ld of h i s p e o p l e , a n o t h e r p a n e l i s t exp re s sed t h e hope 
t h a t f i n a l l y t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l community was becoming aware of 
t h e d e t e r m i n a t i o n , c o h e s i v e n e s s and a s p i r a t i o n s of t h e P a l e s -
t i n i a n Arabs . With t h i s awareness t h a t t h e P a l e s t i n i a n s a r e 
no l o n g e r " i n v i s i b l e men" on t h e wor ld s t a g e , i t was hoped 
t h e r e would come an acknowledgement by t h e world i n g e n e r a l , 
and t h e Uni t ed S t a t e s i n p a r t i c u l a r , t h a t they have a r e s p o n s i -
b i l i t y t o h e l p t h e P a l e s t i n i a n s f i n d t h e j u s t i c e t h a t has 
so long been d e n i e d . 

B a s i c t o t h i s change i s an a p p r e c i a t i o n of a g r e a t 
many more f a c t s about t h e P a l e s t i n i a n s i t u a t i o n . One c e n t r a l 



19. 

f a c t i s t h a t t h e Arab p e o p l e of P a l e s t i n e u n t i l a few decades 
ago c o n s t i t u t e d a s e t t l e d , p r edominan t l y a g r i c u l t u r a l s o c i e t y 
i n P a l e s t i n e , a t r a d i t i o n a l s o c i e t y f i r m l y r o o t e d on t h e l and — 
n o t w e a l t h y b u t more l i t e r a t e and cosmopo l i t an t h a n o t h e r 
Arab s o c i e t i e s i n t h e Middle E a s t . Along w i t h many o t h e r 
a r e a s of t h e world coming ou t of a c o l o n i a l phase and c o n f r o n t -
ing t h e c h a l l e n g e s of i ndependence , m o d e r n i z a t i o n and Grea t 
Power r i v a l r i e s , P a l e s t i n e had t h e a d d i t i o n a l problem of c o n -
f r o n t i n g a g r e a t e r t h r e a t i n t h e form of Zionism. I n d e e d , 
t h e p a n e l i s t i n d i c a t e d i t was an h i s t o r i c a l t r a g e d y f o r t h e 
P a l e s t i n i a n s and pe rhaps f o r t h e Z i o n i s t s t h e m s e l v e s , t h a t t h e 
p l a c e chosen f o r t h e c r e a t i o n of t h e s t a t e was P a l e s t i n e , a 
l and a l r e a d y p o p u l a t e d by a l a r g e m a j o r i t y of C h r i s t i a n and 
Muslim Arabs who l i v e d i n t h e towns and v i l l a g e s and who v i g o r -
o u s l y farmed a l l of t h e land f rom which c rops could be coaxed . 

Of t h e 750,000 P a l e s t i n e Arabs who l e f t t h e i r homes 
d u r i n g t h e f i g h t i n g and v i o l e n c e of 1948 t h a t accompanied t h e 
c r e a t i o n of I s r a e l , some 650,000 were d e s t i t u t e . The ma jo r 
a r e a s t o which t h e s e peop l e moved t o seek s h e l t e r were t h e 
Gaza a r e a , E a s t e r n P a l e s t i n e , t h e West Bank, T r a n s j o r d a n , 
S y r i a and Lebanon, a r e a s t h a t a l r e a d y had a s u r p l u s of fa rm 
workers f o r t h e e x i s t i n g a g r i c u l t u r a l b a s e . These P a l e s t i n i a n s 
became dependent on i n t e r n a t i o n a l c h a r i t y w h i l e e x i s t i n g i n 
r e f u g e e camps. 

S ince 1949, t h e main s o u r c e of t h i s i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
h e l p has been UNRWA, t h e Uni t ed N a t i o n s R e l i e f and Works 
Agency, e s t a b l i s h e d by t h e UN Gene ra l Assembly t o p r o v i d e a s -
s i s t a n c e and r e h a b i l i t a t i o n f o r dependent r e f u g e e s . Over t h e 
y e a r s UNRWA has p layed a ma jo r s o c i a l r o l e i n t h e Arab e a s t 
t h rough i t s e d u c a t i o n a l and t r a i n i n g p rograms . The r e f u g e e s 
themse lves have c o n s i s t e n t l y u t i l i z e d eve ry o p p o r t u n i t y f o r 
g a i n i n g e d u c a t i o n and t r a i n i n g and t a k i n g j o b s wherever they 
a r e a v a i l a b l e . P r e s s u r e on openings i n t h e UNRWA s c h o o l s and 
v o c a t i o n a l t r a i n i n g c e n t e r s i s t r emendous . Refugee p a r e n t s , 
o f t e n w i t h o u t f o r m a l s c h o o l i n g themse lves , have been e n e r g e t i c i n 
s e e k i n g i n c r e a s e d m o b i l i t y f o r t h e i r c h i l d r e n . 

While t ime has e l a p s e d f o r a whole g e n e r a t i o n t o grow 
up i n t h e s e camps, P a l e s t i n i a n s have found a l l a t t e m p t s t o t r y 
t o r e t u r n t o t h e i r fo rmer homes and l a n d s s y s t e m a t i c a l l y and 
c o n t i n u o u s l y b locked by t h e I s r a e l i s . The p a n e l i s t f e l t t h e y 
were den i ed r e t u r n n o t b e c a u s e t h e y were Musl ims, n o t b e c a u s e 
they were C h r i s t i a n s and only p a r t l y b e c a u s e they might c o n s t i -
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t u t e a " s e c u r i t y r i s k " f o r t h e s t a t e of I s r a e l . R a t h e r , r e -
t u r n was den ied p r i m a r i l y because they were n o t Jews. Today 
every P a l e s t i n i a n i n t h e world seems t o be i n one of t h r e e 
c a t e g o r i e s : e i t h e r he i s an e x i l e l i v i n g i n someone e l s e ' s 
c o u n t r y ; o r he i s l i v i n g under I s r a e l i m i l i t a r y o c c u p a t i o n ; 
or he i s l i v i n g as a s e c o n d - c l a s s c i t i z e n i n I s r a e l , w i t h r i g h t 
and o p p o r t u n i t i e s l i m i t e d by I s r a e l ' s con t inued p o l i c i e s as 
a Z i o n i s t s t a t e . While t h e June 1967 War c r e a t e d 150,000 new 
r e f u g e e s and a n o t h e r 150,000 became r e f u g e e s f o r t h e second or 
t h i r d t i m e , i t d id no t d i m i n i s h t h e i r d e s i r e t o r e t u r n t o 
P a l e s t i n e . One s c h o l a r l y s t u d y of 1967 I n d i c a t e s two impor t an t 
c o n c l u s i o n s . F i r s t , p eop l e f l e d a r e a s occupied i n 1967 because 
of f e a r , e s p e c i a l l y a i r p l a n e a t t a c k s , p s y c h o l o g i c a l p r e s s u r e s 
of I s r a e l i o c c u p a t i o n , d e s t r u c t i o n of homes and v i l l a g e s , and 
economic p r e s s u r e s a r i s i n g from o c c u p a t i o n . Second, and more 
c r u c i a l , e i g h t y p e r c e n t of t h e new r e f u g e e s and s e v e n t y - f i v e 
p e r cen t of t h e o ld r e f u g e e s i n t e r v i e w e d i n a sample of one 
r e f u g e e camp exp re s sed t h e d e s i r e t o r e t u r n t o t h e i r homes 
i n P a l e s t i n e under any c i r c u m s t a n c e s . 

I t would seem, t h e p a r t i c i p a n t i n d i c a t e d , t h a t r a t h e r 
than b r i n g i n g down t h e c u r t a i n once and f o r a l l f o r t h e P a l e s -
t i n i a n s , t h e ashes of t h e 1967 f i r e have fed t h e f l o w e r of 
P a l e s t i n i a n n a t i o n a l i s m , as exp re s sed through t h e commando 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s , t o t h e p o i n t of a P a l e s t i n i a n r e g e n e r a t i o n . 
He went on t o say t h a t t h e P a l e s t i n i a n s no l o n g e r c o n s i d e r 
themse lves as r e f u g e e s , r a t h e r they look upon themse lves as 
"homeward bound P a l e s t i n i a n s . " I t i s wi th t h e t r a n s f o r m a t i o n 
of t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e t h a t t h e world i s f i n a l l y t a k i n g n o t e 
of t h e i r e x i s t e n c e , t h e i r g o a l s and t h e i r need f o r j u s t i c e . 

The I s r a e l i p a r t i c i p a n t sha red some of t h i s p a n e l i s t ' 
opt imism f o r comple te ly d i f f e r e n t r e a s o n s . He i n d i c a t e d t h a t 
w h i l e everyone was t a l k i n g about t h e commando o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
as t h e most i m p o r t a n t p o s t - J u n e War deve lopment , a f a r more 
s i g n i f i c a n t d i a l o g u e has been b e g i n n i n g t o develop on t h e West 
Bank, i n Gaza and J e r u s a l e m between I s r a e l i s and i m p o r t a n t 
e l ements of t h e Arab community. At t h e h e a r t of t h i s d i a l o g u e 
a r e a t t i t u d e s , he f e l t , on a wide r ange of i s s u e s t h a t do no t 
conform t o what t h e commandoes a r e s a y i n g . For example , t h e 
Supreme Muslim Counci l wanted t o r e p a i r t h e a l -Aqsa mosque 
d e s p i t e a commando warning no t t o do s o . The " N a t i o n a l Pac t 
of t h e West Bank" i s a n o t h e r m a n i f e s t a t i o n of t h e independen t 
l i n e many of t h o s e on t h e West Bank a r e t a k i n g : t h i s p a c t 
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s u p p o r t e d b o t h t h e S e c u r i t y Counc i l Res . #242 and t h e Rogers 
Peace P l an — two e f f o r t s r e j e c t e d by t h e commando o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
Other p u b l i c u t t e r a n c e s of t h i s i ndependen t a t t i t u d e can be 
seen i n t h e s e r i e s of a r t i c l e s w r i t t e n r e c e n t l y i n an Arab 
newspaper e n t i t l e d ״Where Are We?" One p r i v a t e m a n i f e s t a t i o n 
was t h e s end ing of a West Bank group t o P r e s i d e n t N a s i r i n an 
a t t emp t t o p l a y a m e d i a t i n g r o l e i n t h e Middle Eas t c o n f l i c t . 

While t h e s e P a l e s t i n i a n s have f a i l e d i n e f f o r t s t o 
p l a y a r o l e i n t h e l a r g e r p rob lem, they a r e making d a i l y d e -
c i s i o n s of g r e a t i m p o r t a n c e . I n i t i a l l y a f t e r t h e June 1967 War, 
a l l Arabs i n t h e occup ied a r e a s answered i n q u i r i e s f rom I s r a e l i s 
w i t h t h e s t a t e m e n t "See o u r , J o r d a n i a n , gove rnmen t . " S ince t h e n 
some have been t a k i n g more i n t e r e s t i n t h e p o s s i b i l i t y of a 
s e p a r a t e s e t t l e m e n t . The o v e r a l l i m p r e s s i o n , he s a i d , i s t h a t 
t hey do n o t want t o r e t u r n t o King Husayn and they do want t o 
s ee t h e P a l e s t i n i a n i z a t i o n of t h e J o r d a n i a n government . Th i s 
d e s i r e f o r more s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n only i n c r e a s e d a f t e r t h e 
J o r d a n i a n c i v i l war of t h e f a l l of 1970. 

In t h i s development of what t h e p a r t i c i p a n t saw as 
a new p o l i t i c a l c o n s c i o u s n e s s and new l e a d e r s h i p of a s i g n i f i -
can t p o r t i o n of t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e , f o u r groups have p l ayed 
an i m p o r t a n t r o l e . They a r e : p a r t y members of t h e p o l i t i c a l 
r i g h t and l e f t , t h e Ikhwan and t h e B a ' t h ; i n t e l l e c t u a l s who 
have r e g a i n e d t h e f e e l i n g t h a t t h e y might and can p a r t i c i p a t e 
i n t h e d i r e c t i o n of t h e i r community a f t e r y e a r s of i n a c t i o n ; 
members of t h e e x - J o r d a n i a n e s t a b l i s h m e n t ; and l o c a l l e a d e r s h i p 
i n t h e many v i l l a g e s and towns of t h e West Bank. J e r u s a l e m 
has s e r v e d , i t was n o t e d , as an i n t e l l e c t u a l and s o c i a l mix ing 
bowl f o r some t h r e e y e a r s now. 

On t h e b a s i s of t h e s e fundamen ta l r e c e n t deve lopmen t s , 
t h e p a n e l i s t o f f e r e d two c o n c l u s i o n s . F i r s t , i f t h i s r e e v a l u a -
t i o n of t h e i r p o s i t i o n and f u t u r e by many West Bankers i s 
a l lowed t o p r o g r e s s unhampered and i f a growing d i a l o g u e between 
c e r t a i n West Bankers and c e r t a i n I s r a e l i s i s a l lowed t o n u r t u r e 
q u i e t l y , i m p o r t a n t peace developments might r e s u l t f o r t h i s 
w a r - t o r n a r e a . Second, t h e I s r a e l i a t t i t u d e i s changing and 
t h e r e i s i n government c i r c l e s an i n c r e a s i n g concern f o r and 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g of t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p o s i t i o n : t h e I s r a e l i s w i l l 
b e w i l l i n g t o r e c o g n i z e a P a l e s t i n i a n e n t i t y . 

I n d e e d , a l l f o u r p a r t i c i p a n t s were a b l e t o a g r e e on 
t h i s p o i n t — namely t h a t t h e r e i s a growing need f o r some 
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kind of a P a l e s t i n i a n e n t i t y or s t a t e . But t h e agreement and 
d i a l o g u e ended r i g h t t h e r e . What k ind of e n t i t y , how s t e p s 
towards i t s imp lemen ta t ion shou ld be t a k e n , who w i l l l e a d t h i s 
e n t i t y , what w i l l be i t s r e l a t i o n s h i p t o I s r a e l on t h e one 
hand and t o Arab s t a t e s on t h e o t h e r , what a r e a s i t w i l l occupy 
and w i l l t h i s new s t a t e i t s e l f be i t s own g u a r a n t o r — a l l 
t h e s e q u e s t i o n s have many answers and i t i s on them t h a t d i a l o g u e 
g i v e s way t o t h e e s t a b l i s h e d p a t t e r n s of v i o l e n c e . But does 
t h i s l e a v e t h e problem where i t was i n 1948? The p a r t i c i p a n t s 
seemed t o be answer ing n o : t h e u n i v e r s a l r e c o g n i t i o n of t h e 
need f o r a P a l e s t i n i a n s t a t e i s one s m a l l p r o d u c t of t h e p a s t 
two decades of v i o l e n c e . 
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PALESTINE ENTITY I I 

The d i s c u s s i o n began from t h e p r emise t h a t t h e e s t a b -
l i s h m e n t of a P a l e s t i n i a n " e n t i t y " was n o t only a wor thy endeavor 
b u t a l s o a top p r i o r i t y i n t h e Middle E a s t . The program f o c u s s e d 
on t h e v a r i o u s p o s i t i o n s on and p o t e n t i a l r e a c t i o n s t o such a 
P a l e s t i n e e n t i t y ; t h e p a n e l i s t s , i n t h e i r p r e l i m i n a r y t a l k s and 
ensu ing d e b a t e t r e a t e d a l l ma jo r v i e w p o i n t s : P a l e s t i n i a n s p o k e s -
men, J o r d a n , I s r a e l , N a s i r and t h e o t h e r Arab l e a d e r s , t h e US, 
USSR, and t h e UN. 

The Palestinians 

U n t i l ve ry r e c e n t l y , pe rhaps as r e c e n t l y as t h e 
September 1970 h i j a c k i n g s , t h e r e ha s been a p re sumpt ion of i n e f f i 
cacy i f n o t i r r e l e v a n c e conce rn ing t h e P a l e s t i n i a n r e s i s t a n c e 
movement; n o t on ly were P a l e s t i n i a n s u n a b l e to v o i c e t h e i r 
demands and g r i e v a n c e s e f f e c t i v e l y , t h e i r o p i n i o n on t h e f u t u r e 
of a P a l e s t i n i a n s t a t e , because i t was c o n s i d e r e d i r r e l e v a n t , 
was n o t o f t e n s o l i c i t e d . 

D e s p i t e N a s i r ' s f r i e n d s h i p w i t h some P a l e s t i n i a n 
l e a d e r s , he was unab l e or u n w i l l i n g t o d e a l w i t h t h e problem 
of t h e i r r e p r e s e n t a t i o n i n mee t ings d e a l i n g w i t h t h e P a l e s t i n e 
problem. Husayn, f o r h i s p a r t , assumed t h a t t h e P a l e s t i n e 
r e s i s t a n c e movement would q u i c k l y exhaus t i t s r e s o u r c e s and 
e n t h u s i a s m , and t h a t t h e P a l e s t i n i a n s would , i n t i m e , s e e 
themse lves as members of t h e J o r d a n i a n s t a t e . C o n s e r v a t i v e 
A r a b s , as w e l l as I s r a e l and t h e Uni t ed S t a t e s , have been p r e -
occupied w i t h n o t c r e a t i n g a g u e r r i l l a movement, n o t t a k i n g 
a c t i o n s which would encourage such a deve lopment ; t h e i r i n a t t e n -
t i o n t o t h e p l i g h t of t h e P a l e s t i n i a n s was , i n l a r g e p a r t , 
r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e i n c r e a s e d f r u s t r a t i o n which s p u r r e d t h e 
growth of t h e r e s i s t a n c e f o r c e s . Some of t h e more r a d i c a l 
Arab s t a t e s , S y r i a i n p a r t i c u l a r , t r i e d t o mould and d i r e c t 
t h e P a l e s t i n e movement; b u t no one , pe rhaps n o t even t h e 
P a l e s t i n i a n s t h e m s e l v e s , had c o n f i d e n c e i n t h e l o n g e v i t y or 
impor tance of t h e r e s i s t a n c e movement. 

The P a l e s t i n e movement has r eached a t u r n i n g p o i n t , 
a f a c t which i s r e f l e c t e d i n t h e change i n a t t i t u d e of a l l t h e 
ma jo r a c t o r s i n t h e Middle E a s t . The s u r p r i s i n g r e s i s t a n c e 
of t h e P a l e s t i n i a n groups t o Husayn 's army i n September spa rked 
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m a j o r r e o r i e n t a t i o n s . N a s i r began t o ponder t h e n e c e s s i t y 
a n d / o r d e s i r a b i l i t y of a s u c c e s s o r regime t o t h e J o r d a n i a n 
monarchy, which was s e r i o u s l y undermined by t h e "September 
m a s s a c r e s , " Husayn ' s d e c l a r a t i o n of v i c t o r y t o t h e c o n t r a r y . 
S y r i a ' s o f f e r of a i d t o t h e P a l e s t i n i a n s , and i t s a t t emp ted 
i n t e r v e n t i o n i n t h e c i v i l war s e r v e d t o f o c u s world a t t e n t i o n 
on t h e P a l e s t i n i a n dilemma. N a s i r was u n a b l e t o a c t , R u s s i a 
u n a b l e t o s p e a k ; I s r a e l and t h e US could only o f f e r Husayn 
mora l and o t h e r s u p p o r t , o f f e r s which were d e c l i n e d . The 
P a l e s t i n i a n movement, which had ach i eved n o t o r i e t y days e a r l i e r 
by t h e s e r i e s of h i j a ck ings , was r e c e i v i n g b e t t e r i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
p r e s s cove rage t h a n ever b e f o r e . 

The c i v i l war i n Jo rdan was viewed as a wa te r shed i n 
t h e development of t h e P a l e s t i n e r e s i s t a n c e movement. During 
t h e f i r s t s t a g e of i t s deve lopment , t h e movement was composed 
of l o o s e l y o r g a n i z e d groups and f r o u g h t w i t h i n t e r n a l r i v a l -
r i e s , t h e most n o t a b l e of which was t h a t between Habash and 
A r a f a t . During t h i s p e r i o d t h e P a l e s t i n i a n o r g a n i z a t i o n had 
a c t e d i r r e s p o n s i b l y and u n r e a l i s t i c a l l y because they en joyed 
t h e p r o t e c t i o n of s e v e r a l Arab governments . With t h e c i v i l 
war has come t h e r e a l i z a t i o n t h a t t h e P a l e s t i n e movement can 
p r o t e c t i t s e l f ; t h i s r e a l i z a t i o n , i n a d d i t i o n t o t h e g e n e r a l 
embarrassment which t h e Arab governments expe r i enced a t t h e 
September h i j a c k i n g s , had l ed t o a s i t u a t i o n i n which Arab 
s t a t e s a r e l e s s w i l l i n g t o o f f e r t h e s e groups complete p o l i t i c a l 
immunity and autonomy. As one p a n e l i s t e x p r e s s e d i t , d e s p i t e 
t h e i r v e r y s t r o n g f e e l i n g s f o r P a l e s t i n e , t h e o t h e r Arab s t a t e s 
do n o t want t o Vie tnamize themse lves as Jo rdan h a s . 

There i s a growing awareness among P a l e s t i n i a n l e a d e r s 
t h a t t h e new p o l i t i c a l c l i m a t e r e q u i r e s a r e o r g a n i z a t i o n and 
u n i f i c a t i o n of t h e movement, and an emphasis on r e s p o n s i b l e 
a c t i o n . The s i t u a t i o n demands t h a t they move from v i o l e n c e t o 
s t a t e s m a n s h i p t o a c h i e v e t h e i r g o a l s ; t h e t a s k of r e a l i z i n g 
t h e g o a l of a P a l e s t i n i a n e n t i t y must be done by t h e P a l e s -
t i n i a n s , and t h e r e i s r e a s o n t o b e l i e v e t h a t they w i l l prove 
themse lves s e r i o u s and a b l e n e g o t i a t o r s . Not only must P a l e s -
t i n i a n l e a d e r s p l a y an a c t i v e r o l e i n t h e f u t u r e Middle Eas t 
n e g o t i a t i o n s ; t h e i r p a r t i c i p a t i o n i s c r u c i a l i f t h e n e g o t i a t i o n s 
a r e t o b e a r f r u i t . 

Israel 

To a c e r t a i n e x t e n t , t h e key t o I s r a e l i i n t r a n s i g e n c e 
l i e s i n t h e hands of t h e P a l e s t i n i a n s ; more than ever b e f o r e 
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I s r a e l i s ready t o n e g o t i a t e a permanent p e a c e . I s r a e l would 
a c c e p t n e g o t i a t i o n s w i t h a group r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of P a l e s t i n e , 
and i t i s t h e t a s k of P a l e s t i n i a n s now t o o r g a n i z e such a 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e c o u n c i l . 

In b o t h t h e Arab and I s r a e l i camps t h e r e has been a 
growing r e c o g n i t i o n of t h e i m p o s s i b i l i t y of r e a c h i n g a s o l u -
t i o n by f o r c e , or by imposed s e t t l e m e n t : n e i t h e r p a t h can l e a d 
t o p e a c e . Debates i n d i c a t i v e of changing p u b l i c o p i n i o n i n 
I s r a e l , as w e l l as i n c r e a s e d i n t e r n a t i o n a l p r e s s u r e towards 
peace n e g o t i a t i o n s , have encouraged a change i n a t t i t u d e i n 
t h e new I s r a e l i government . I s r a e l has ag reed t o u s e t h e 
S e c u r i t y Counci l r e s o l u t i o n as a b a s i s of s e t t l e m e n t , and t o 
wi thdraw from occupied t e r r i t o r y ; t h rough i t s r e a d i n e s s f o r 
n e g o t i a t i o n s , t h e government hopes t o i n d u c e a change i n t h e 
r i g i d i t y of t h e Arab p o s i t i o n . 

There i s d i s c u s s i o n w i t h i n I s r a e l of t h e f u t u r e of a 
P a l e s t i n e e n t i t y , r e c o g n i t i o n t h a t P a l e s t i n e i s t h e common 
homeland of two p e o p l e , and a c c e p t a n c e of t h e r i g h t of b o t h 
t o e s t a b l i s h a s o v e r e i g n s t a t e . In f a c t , t h e b i n a t i o n a l 
s t a t e s o l u t i o n now has t h e s u p p o r t of some I s r a e l i s . However, 
wha teve r P a l e s t i n i a n o r b i n a t i o n a l e n t i t y may e v e n t u a l l y be 
e s t a b l i s h e d , what i s most i m p o r t a n t , b o t h i n te rms of I s r a e l i 
a c c e p t a n c e and i n terms of i t s own v i a b i l i t y , i s t h a t t h i s 
" e n t i t y " be seen as a s t a t e f o r P a l e s t i n i a n s r a t h e r t h a n a s p r i n g -
board t o Arab u n i t y . One of t h e ma jo r r e a s o n s f o r t h e long 
term l a c k of s o l u t i o n t o t h e P a l e s t i n e problem i s t h a t i t ha s 
been confounded w i t h t h e problem of Arab u n i t y and pan-Arab 
n a t i o n a l i s m . Such c o n f u s i o n of i s s u e s ha s been r e s p o n s i b l e 
f o r I s r a e l ' s w a r i n e s s of peace n e g o t i a t i o n s , and P a l e s t i n i a n 
f r u s t r a t i o n a t t h e s h e l v i n g of t h e i r problems i n f a v o r of t h o s e 
w i t h which they were much l e s s d i r e c t l y conce rned . 

Although t h e r e i s some s u p p o r t f o r a b i n a t i o n a l 
s t a t e i n I s r a e l , i t by no means r e p r e s e n t s t h e m a j o r i t y o p i n i o n ; 
i n d e e d , t o many o b s e r v e r s o u t s i d e I s r a e l , such a change i n 
p o l i c y o r o p i n i o n i s n o t p e r c e i v e d a t a l l . But whe the r t h e 
change i s r e a l o r w i s h f u l , t h e r e i s a consensus t h a t any 
movement away from i n f l e x i b i l i t y i s a move toward p e a c e . Thus 
one p a n e l i s t , though unconvinced of t h e change i n c l i m a t e of 
o p i n i o n i n I s r a e l , n e v e r t h e l e s s no t ed t h a t i n t e r n a l p r e s s u r e 
f o r g r e a t e r f l e x i b i l i t y was i n e v i t a b l e . The v i o l e n c e consequen t 
t o t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t of t h e Z i o n i s t s t a t e ha s been d i s r u p -
t i v e t o Jewish c u l t u r a l g rowth ; t h i s d i s r u p t i o n w i l l c r e a t e 
p r e s s u r e s w i t h i n I s r a e l , i f i t has n o t a l r e a d y done s o , t o 
make wha teve r changes i n p o l i c y a r e n e c e s s a r y so t h a t I s r a e l i 
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s o c i e t y can c o n t i n u e to d e v e l o p . This change may mean a d i s -
avowal of a t h e o c r a c y , a l t h o u g h some contend t heoc racy i s a 
f a l s e image of I s r a e l . I t may mean d e - Z i o n i z a t i o n , a n o t h e r 
term on which t h e r e i s some d i s a g r e e m e n t on meaning. Whatever 
changes a r e r e q u i r e d can on ly be dec ided by t h o s e I s r a e l i s 
who a r e s e r i o u s l y concerned w i t h gu id ing t h e i r s t a t e t o an e r a 
of p e a c e . 

The vole of "outsiders" 

Equa l ly i m p o r t a n t a s t h e s h i f t i n g a l ignmen t s and 
i n t e r e s t s i n t h e competing s i d e s i s t h e need f o r e f f o r t toward 
a f i n a l peace s e t t l e m e n t ; i n t h i s e f f o r t , t h e o t h e r c o u n t r i e s 
of t h e Middle E a s t , as we LI as t h e US and USSR, and t h e UN 
have i m p o r t a n t r o l e s t o p l a y . 

I n t h e p a s t such peace e f f o r t s have c o n c e n t r a t e d 
on s t a t i c s o l u t i o n s ; t h e emphasis was on a p l a n , a_ n e g o t i a t i n g 
f o r m u l a , a. s e a t i n g a r r angemen t . What has been n e g l e c t e d i s 
t h e f a c t t h a t t h e p r o c e s s of n e g o t i a t i o n produces i t s own mo-
mentum toward s e t t l e m e n t . F a c e - t o - f a c e n e g o t i a t i o n s p e r s e 
w i l l n o t y i e l d any th ing conducive t o s e t t l e m e n t ; what i s im-
p o r t a n t now i s no t agendas , bu t a c t i o n , no t p l a n s bu t p r e s -
s u r e , and p r e s s u r e w i t h a s t r o n g admix tu re of p u b l i c r e l a t i o n s 
work. 

The problem has been t h a t each s i d e b e l i e v e s t h a t 
i t s a c t i o n i s j u s t i f i e d by t h e b e h a v i o r of t h e o t h e r ; such 
mutua l j u s t i f i c a t i o n s l e a d on ly t o an e n d l e s s r e h a s h and r e -
w r i t i n g of t h e h i s t o r y of t h e c o n f l i c t , which i s b o t h uncon-
s t r u c t i v e and t e d i o u s l y b e s i d e t h e p o i n t . I f t h e r e i s genu-
i n e p r e s s u r e w i t h i n t h e c o u n t r i e s on b o t h s i d e s of t h e con-
f l i c t f o r a s o l u t i o n , so much t h e b e t t e r f o r s u c c e s s f u l nego-
t i a t i o n s . However, t o t h e e x t e n t t h a t t h e r e e x i s t s no i n t e r n a l 
p r e s s u r e f o r p e a c e , and, even more , p r e s s u r e no t t o n e g o t i a t e , 
t h e governments on bo th s i d e s must be convinced of t h e d e s i r a -
b i l i t y of pay ing a domes t i c p r i c e i n o r d e r t o g e t n e g o t i a t i o n s 
s t a r t e d . This means t h a t t h e l e a d e r s of b o t h s i d e s a r e b e i n g 
asked t o make s a c r i f i c e s i n terms of s e c u r i t y and domes t ic 
p o p u l a r i t y , w i t h only a p romise of s u c c e s s ; i t i s t h e r o l e of 
t h e US, as w e l l as t h e UN and o t h e r concerned n a t i o n s , t o 
i n s u r e t h a t p r o m i s e . 

There i s a P a l e s t i n i a n e n t i t y i n t h e minds of two 
m i l l i o n p e o p l e ; t h e q u e s t i o n i s how t h a t e n t i t y should be 
e x p r e s s e d . H i j a c k i n g s and g u e r r i l l a a c t i v i t i e s have been t h e 
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mode of e x p r e s s i o n i n t h e p a s t ; o u t s i d e r s , and t h e US i n p a r t i c u -
l a r , can and should encourage t h e development of a more c r e a t i v e 
i d e a of t h e P a l e s t i n e e n t i t y . 

What can t h e US say t o t h e P a l e s t i n i a n s ? Perhaps 
t h e f i r s t and most i m p o r t a n t s t e p would be an admiss ion t h a t 
t h e P a l e s t i n i a n peop l e have n o t r e c e i v e d j u s t t r e a t m e n t ; t h e 
f r u s t r a t i o n of anonymity , which was i n l a r g e p a r t r e s p o n s i b l e 
f o r t h e development of t h e r e s i s t a n c e movement, g i v e s e v i d e n c e 
t h a t such an admiss ion of i n j u s t i c e i s i m p o r t a n t t o t h e P a l e s -
t i n i a n s . I t would a l s o be c o n s t r u c t i v e f o r t h e US t o say 
t h a t t h e r e shou ld be a P a l e s t i n i a n e n t i t y , and t h a t t h e r e 
w i l l be one i f t h e P a l e s t i n i a n s themse lves d e s i r e i t . F u r t h e r -
more , t h e US shou ld o f f e r t o meet w i t h P a l e s t i n i a n s , and o f f e r 
g u a r a n t e e s t h a t t h e s e p e o p l e w i l l have a say i n t h e f u t u r e 
of t h e a r e a . 

What can t h e US say t o I s r a e l ? F i r s t , t h e US might 
approve t h e I s r a e l i open b r i d g e p o l i c y , and encourage i t s con-
t i n u a n c e a t t h e r a t e o f , p e r h a p s , one thousand r e t u r n e e s p e r 
week. The r i s k of keep ing ou t P a l e s t i n i a n s who want t o r e t u r n 
i s g r e a t e r f o r I s r a e l t han t h e s e c u r i t y ga ined by k e e p i n g them 
o u t ; t h e I s r a e l i m i l i t a r y l e a d e r s themse lves have a d m i t t e d 
t h a t t h e g r e a t e s t t h r e a t comes from p e o p l e c r o s s i n g over 
t h e b o r d e r , and no t f rom t h o s e Arabs who a r e s e t t l e d w i t h i n 
t h e s t a t e . A second p o l i c y which t h e US might s u g g e s t t o I s r a e l 
i s a "model town" program. The only hope t h a t many P a l e s t i n i a n s 
now have i s a Fa th v i c t o r y ; i t i s i n I s r a e l ' s i n t e r e s t t o g i v e 
t h e s e P a l e s t i n i a n s a l t e r n a t i v e , i f l e s s comprehens ive , g o a l s . 
I t i s t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of t h e US t o o f f e r wha teve r a s s u r a n c e s 
a r e n e c e s s a r y to bo th s i d e s t o s t a r t t h e c o n c i l i a t i o n p r o c e s s . 

The US should impress upon Husayn t h e impor t ance of 
a P a l e s t i n i a n v o i c e i n d e c i d i n g t h e f u t u r e of t h e a r e a . The 
P a l e s t i n i a n s must have a say i n d e t e r m i n i n g t h e f u t u r e of t h e 
West Bank; i f any peace s o l u t i o n i s t o l a s t , i t i s t h e P a l e s -
t i n i a n s who w i l l make i t l a s t : they must a g r e e from t h e v e r y 
beg inn ing on what i s t o be done. While t h e US encourages 
r e s p o n s i b l e a c t i o n on t h e p a r t of t h e P a l e s t i n e r e s i s t a n c e 
g r o u p s , i t must a l s o u rge Husayn ' s m o d e r a t i o n , such as was 
n o t ev idenced i n September i n J o r d a n . 

The US might s o l i c i t S o v i e t s u p p o r t i n t h i s e f f o r t 
toward a r e s p o n s i b l e r o l e f o r P a l e s t i n i a n l e a d e r s i n peace 
n e g o t i a t i o n s ; many P a l e s t i n i a n s would f i n d i t e a s i e r t o make 
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t h e n e c e s s a r y s a c r i f i c e s i f t h e USSR were i n s u p p o r t of t h e 
e f f o r t . The Uni ted N a t i o n s , a s w e l l , has a r o l e t o p l a y : 
i t i s t h e on ly i n s t i t u t i o n t h a t can g i v e l e g a l r e c o g n i t i o n 
t o a P a l e s t i n i a n d e l e g a t i o n ; i t shou ld encourage t h e f o r m a t i o n 
of such a g roup . Unless t h e wor ld community b e g i n s t o r e c o g -
n i z e P a l e s t i n i a n s , and t o encourage t h e r a t i o n a l development 
of a P a l e s t i n i a n i d e n t i t y and e n t i t y , t h e i r problem w i l l con-
t i n u e t o be s h e l v e d ; t h e wor ld ha s a l r e a d y w i t n e s s e d t h e f u t i l i t y 
and f r u s t r a t i o n of n o n - a c t i o n . 

A Palestine entity? 

What might a P a l e s t i n i a n " e n t i t y " look l i k e ; of what 
shou ld i t be composed? P a l e s t i n i a n s a r e t h e on ly peop l e over 
h a l f of whose p o p u l a t i o n a r e r e f u g e e s ; t h e r e f u g e e problem 
must be r e s o l v e d w i t h i n t h e framework of a s t a t e which t h e 
P a l e s t i n i a n s r e g a r d as t h e i r own. For some, i t i s l o g i c a l 
t h a t i t be comprised of t h e West Bank and Gaza; a t p r e s e n t 
t h e r e a r e over one q u a r t e r m i l l i o n P a l e s t i n i a n s l i v i n g i n t h e 
Gaza s t r i p , an a r e a which i s c la imed by no one . For o t h e r s , 
t h e s o l u t i o n i s t h e u n i t y of t h e Eas t and West Banks; they 
a r g u e t h a t t h e P a l e s t i n i a n s a r e l a r g e l y r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e 
development and m o d e r n i z a t i o n of t h e J o r d a n i a n s t a t e s i n c e 
1948, and t h a t t h e P a l e s t i n i a n s and J o r d a n i a n s have proved 
themse lves e f f i c i e n t c o - w o r k e r s . O the r s a r e convinced t h a t a 
b i n a t i o n a l s t a t e i n c l u d i n g Arabs and Jews w i t h i n t h e t e r r i t o r y 
of p r e -1948 P a l e s t i n e i s t h e b e s t workab le s o l u t i o n . And 
f i n a l l y , some f e e l t h a t t h e P a l e s t i n i a n e n t i t y shou ld n o t 
have a n a t i o n a l o r i e n t a t i o n — be i t b i n a t i o n , Arab, or s t r i c t l y 
P a l e s t i n i a n — a t a l l . They a rgue t h a t t h e n a t i o n - s t a t e 
sys tem which e x i s t s today must g i v e way t o one n o t based on 
n a t i o n a l i s m . A s t e p i n t h i s d i r e c t i o n would be a P a l e s t i n i a n 
a s s e r t i o n t h a t t hey do n o t s eek a p a r o c h i a l n a t i o n a l s t a t e , 
b u t r a t h e r a new s o c i e t y , a new human s y n t h e s i s . The only 
P a l e s t i n e e n t i t y t h a t w i l l work i s one comprised of i n d i v i d u a l s 
who r e g a r d themse lves as men — n o t Arab , or n a t i o n a l i s t s , 
o r a n y t h i n g e l s e ; t h e F a t h g u i d e l i n e s f o r s e t t l e m e n t a r e seen 
as a s t e p toward t h e p o s t - n a t i o n a l i s t e r a . 

Pe rhaps t h e opt imism w i t h which t h e p r o s p e c t s f o r 
s e t t l e m e n t were viewed by a l l t h e p a n e l i s t s i n " P a l e s t i n e 
E n t i t y I I " has p a r a l l e l s i n p r e v i o u s d i s c u s s i o n s of t h e Middle 
E a s t by p e o p l e who s i n c e r e l y d e s i r e a p e a c e f u l s o l u t i o n i n t h e 
a r e a . What was t r u l y u n i q u e about t h i s d i s c u s s i o n , however , 
was t h a t , pe rhaps f o r t h e f i r s t t ime i n t h e long h i s t o r y of 
d i s c u s s i o n s of t h e P a l e s t i n e p rob lem, t h e r e was t o t a l a g r e e -
ment t h a t t h e r e shou ld and w i l l be a P a l e s t i n e e n t i t y , and 
t h a t on ly t h e P a l e s t i n i a n s themse lves can d e c i d e what i t shou ld 
b e , f o r t h e y a r e t h e on ly group which can i n s u r e i t s s u c c e s s . 
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CYPRUS 

S ince t h e independence of Cyprus i n 1960, a p e a c e f u l 
a c c e p t a b l e s e t t l e m e n t and an end t o s u f f e r i n g has been sought 
b u t w i t h o u t s u c c e s s . Cyprus has had t h e b e n e f i t of t h e example 
of t h e A r a b - I s r a e l i c o n f l i c t and t h e two p a r t i e s a r e a t l e a s t 
t a l k i n g t o each o t h e r — a l t h o u g h t h e y sometimes doubt t h a t 
t hey have any th ing t o say t o one a n o t h e r , each a c c u s e s t h e 
o t h e r of f a i l i n g t o f i n d a s o l u t i o n , and what d i a l o g u e has 
t a k e n p l a c e ha s f a i l e d t o p roduce a l a s t i n g s e t t l e m e n t . However, 
i t i s agreed t h a t c o n t i n u a n c e of t h e s t a t u s quo , i . e . i n a c -
t i o n — no v i o l e n c e — no d i a l o g u e — i s l e s s r i s k y than t h a t 
of v i g o r o u s a c t i v i t y . 

A p a n e l i s t o u t l i n e d s e v e r a l p o i n t s of d i s a g r e e m e n t 
between t h e two s i d e s , namely (1) t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t of s e p a r a t e 
m u n i c i p a l i t i e s . The Greeks a r e opposed t o s e p a r a t e communities 
where Greeks and Turks f u n c t i o n under d i f f e r e n t l a w s , b u t t h e 
Turks i n s i s t on hav ing s e p a r a t e m u n i c i p a l i t i e s t o p r e s e r v e 
t h e i r c u l t u r a l i d e n t i t y . Each community c o n t i n u e s t o have 
i t s own l aws . (2) Composi t ion of t h e c i v i l s e r v i c e . The 
c i v i l s e r v i c e i s made up of 70 p e r c e n t Greeks and 30 pe r c e n t 
T u r k s . The Greeks c la im t h a t t h e Turks do n o t have enough 
q u a l i f i e d p e o p l e t o f i l l t h e i r 30 p e r c e n t q u o t a , and t h e Turks 
f e e l t h a t t h e 30 p e r c e n t shou ld be implemented , i f n e c e s s a r y 
by a s s i g n i n g some Turks lower p o s i t i o n s . (3) Income t a x 
l e g i s l a t i o n . Income t a x i s needed f o r s c h o o l s , e t c . Other 
t a x e s a r e c o l l e c t e d , b u t t h e income t a x i s n o t enough f o r t h e 
communal chambers and t h e Greeks want t h e income t a x t o be under 
t h e c o n t r o l of t h e f e d e r a l government . The Turks c l a im t h a t 
t h i s w i l l mean t h e income t a x would be under Greek c o n t r o l . 
(4) I n t e g r a t i o n of t h e Cypr io t army. The army i s made up of 
60 p e r c e n t Greeks and 40 p e r cen t Tu rks . The Turks do n o t 
want t o be mixed w i t h t h e Greeks due t o l anguage and r e l i g i o u s 
d i f f e r e n c e s . (5) S e p a r a t e m a j o r i t y r i g h t s i n t h e House of 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s . The Greeks c la im t h a t t h e Turks abuse t h e 
powers of t h e house and want t o a b o l i s h s e p a r a t e m a j o r i t i e s 
i n t h e h o u s e . (6) Veto power of t h e P r e s i d e n t . 

The Greeks p ropose a u n i t a r y form of government and 
a r g u e t h a t t h e T u r k i s h p o s i t i o n of s e p a r a t e l o c a l governments 
v i o l a t e s t h e concept of a u n i t a r y s t a t e . They n o t e t h a t a 
u n i t a r y s t a t e would b e n e f i t t h e Turks s i n c e t h e y a r e n o t l o c a l -
i z e d b u t s c a t t e r e d t h r o u g h o u t t h e i s l a n d . The Greeks a l s o 
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c la im t h a t s e p a r a t e l o c a l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s p r e v e n t t h e c r e a t i o n 
of a f e e l i n g of c i t i z e n s h i p and n a t i o n a l i d e n t i t y . 

The Turks on t h e o t h e r hand say t h a t a u n i t a r y 
form of government would be G r e e k - c o n t r o l l e d , l e a v i n g t h e Turks 
i n a m i n o r i t y s t a t u s and p o l i t i c a l l y i m p o t e n t . The Turks 
f e e l t h e Greeks a r e a t t e m p t i n g t o combine a p o l i t i c a l dominance 
w i t h an e x i s t i n g economic dominance. They f e e l economica l ly 
i s o l a t e d , b e c a u s e t h e Greeks c o n t r o l t h e e x p o r t - i m p o r t b u s i -
n e s s . Th i s l e a v e s t h e Turks i n a p o s i t i o n of dependence 
f o r goods from a b r o a d , w h i l e e n r i c h i n g t h e Greeks . The economic 
i n t e g r a t i o n of bo th communities i s s t a r t i n g bu t i t w i l l t a k e 
a g r e a t d e a l of t i m e . The Turks f e e l t h a t t h e Greeks do n o t 
want t o e x p e d i t e a s e t t l e m e n t b e c a u s e of t h e i r economic w e l l -
b e i n g . 

The p a n e l i s t s r e j e c t e d t h e s o l u t i o n s of e n o s i s (union 
w i t h Greece) and t aks im ( p a r t i t i o n of t h e i s l a n d ) , p o s i t i o n s 
which were s u p p o r t e d by Greeks o r Turks r e s p e c t i v e l y . Taksim 
i s r e j e c t e d on t h e grounds t h a t i t i s i m p r a c t i c a l and unworkable 
— t h e Turks of Cyprus a r e n o t c o n c e n t r a t e d i n one p l a c e , b u t 
a r e s c a t t e r e d th roughou t t h e i s l a n d . This would i n v o l v e r e -
s e t t l i n g hundreds of p e o p l e and t h e i r p o s s e s s i o n s . Ou t s ide 
h e l p would b e needed t o implement t h i s scheme which would have 
t o be c a r r i e d ou t by f o r c e ; i t would be no t only ex t remely c o s t l y 
b u t would cause too much s u f f e r i n g t o bo th Greeks and Turks . 
Bes ides t h i s , t h e i s l a n d i s too s m a l l , i t w i l l no t r e s o l v e t h e 
problem p e r m a n e n t l y , and i t would be a c o n s t a n t sou rce of f r i c -
t i o n and h o s t i l i t i e s between t h e two s i d e s . 

Taksim i s seen as a c o u n t e r - p r o p o s a l of e n o s i s , o r a 
k ind of doub le e n o s i s , i . e . — i f t h e Greeks i n s i s t upon 
u n i t i n g w i t h Greece , t h e T u r k s , f e a r f u l of l o s i n g t h e i r r i g h t s 
and s e c u r i t y , would i n s i s t on p a r t i t i o n i n g t h e i s l a n d (a s o r t 
of e n o s i s w i t h Tu rkey ) . T h e r e f o r e , t o p r e v e n t t a k s i m , t h e 
Greeks shou ld g i v e up t h e i r d e s i r e f o r e n o s i s . 

E n o s i s , on t h e o t h e r hand , would n o t work e i t h e r . 
The Turks could n e v e r a c c e p t i t w i t h o u t hav ing t a k s i m ; i t 
would mean l o s i n g t h e i r i d e n t i t y and r i g h t s . E n o s i s , l i k e 
t a k s i m , would have t o be c a r r i e d out by f o r c e , which would 
mean more v i o l e n c e , more s u f f e r i n g t o C y p r i o t s . B e s i d e s , 
some Greeks a r e now p r e s s i n g l e s s f o r e n o s i s , e s p e c i a l l y 
s i n c e t h e m i l i t a r y government i n Greece came t o power i n 1967. 
This p r e s e n t government i s seen as weak, u n d e s i r a b l e , and 
u n d e m o c r a t i c ; so fewer Cypr io t Greeks wish t o be a p a r t of 
such a government . But t h e r e i s no g u a r a n t e e t h a t t h i s gove rn -
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ment w i l l l a s t ve ry long and , shou ld i t change f o r t h e b e t t e r , 
e n o s i s might e a s i l y g a i n p o p u l a r i t y a g a i n . 

The s o l u t i o n t o t h e Cyprus problem i s s een i n t h e 
c r e a t i o n of Cypr io t n a t i o n a l i s t f e e l i n g s . This s p i r i t of n a -
t i o n a l i s m i n Cyprus has f a i l e d t o deve lop b e c a u s e of (1) d i f -
f e r e n c e s i n r e l i g i o n , (2) c u l t u r e , (3) l a n g u a g e , (4) t r a d i t i o n 
( t h e two c u l t u r e s do n o t i n t e r m i n g l e much and do n o t i n t e r -
m a r r y ) , (5) a l l e g i a n c e (Greeks o r Turks a r e more l o y a l t o t h e i r 
r e s p e c t i v e f a t h e r l a n d s — Cyprus i s a c o u n t r y w i t h no n a t i o n a l 
an them) , (6) l i t e r a t u r e , (7) u n i t y and (8) p a t r i o t i s m . With 
t h e s e p r i n c i p l e s of n a t i o n a l i s m a b s e n t , t h e r e i s no impetus 
f o r C y p r i o t s t o f e e l p a t r i o t i c and i n s t e a d we have two communi-
t i e s , a t odds w i t h each o t h e r . 

Cyp r io t n a t i o n a l i s m w i l l t a k e a long t ime t o d e v e l o p . 
One p a n e l i s t t hough t t h a t t h e i n t e g r a t i o n of a l l s c h o o l s 
would be a g r e a t s t e p toward s o l v i n g t h i s p rob lem. There a r e 
a l r e a d y some i n t e g r a t e d s c h o o l s and t h e p a n e l i s t r e p o r t e d t h a t 
they a r e s u c c e s s f u l and t h e i r number s h o u l d be i n c r e a s e d . 
I n i n t e g r a t e d s c h o o l s , c h i l d r e n could be t a u g h t t o t h i n k of 
themse lves f i r s t as C y p r i o t s , s econd ly a s Turks o r Greeks . 
I t i s n o t expec ted t h a t a l l Turk and Greek C y p r i o t s w i l l 
eve r become comple t e ly d e - T u r k i f i e d or d e - H e l l e n i z e d b u t a 
n a t i o n a l i s t i c f e e l i n g would h e l p e l i m i n a t e t h e m a j o r i t y - m i n o r i t y 
c o n s c i o u s n e s s w h i l e p r e s e r v i n g each c u l t u r e ' s i d e n t i t y . 

I n t h e meant ime, b o t h p a r t i e s f e l t t h a t t h e UN 
peacekeep ing f o r c e shou ld remain u n t i l a permanent s o l u t i o n 
i s a c h i e v e d , and t h a t t h e in tercommunal t a l k s shou ld con-
t i n u e . A p a n e l i s t s a i d t h a t t h e Greek s i d e w a n t s , a c c e p t s , 
and p romises t o f o l l o w accep ted p r i n c i p l e s of t h e UN, and wants 
t h e s o l u t i o n t o be s e t t l e d b y , approved by and i n t h e f r a m e -
work of t h e UN. In t h i s r e s p e c t they say human r i g h t s of 
b o t h communities shou ld be r e c o g n i z e d . They a r e w i l l i n g t o 
a c c e p t an i n t e r n a t i o n a l commission on human r i g h t s t o r e s p e c t 
human r i g h t s a f t e r t h e s e t t l e m e n t . 

The s t r a t e g i c p o s i t i o n of Cyprus shou ld b e t a k e n i n t o 
a c c o u n t . A NATO b a s e w i t h t h e Greek and T u r k i s h t r o o p s i s 
a c c e p t a b l e b u t a UN p r e s e n c e would be b e t t e r . A l t e r n a t e l y , 
one o r two E n g l i s h b a s e s could be k e p t a s a t r a i n i n g p l a c e f o r 
f u t u r e peacekeep ing o p e r a t i o n s . 
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The p a n e l i s t s a i d t h a t t h e C y p r i o t s should s t o p 
f i g h t i n g t h e wars of Greeks and Turks of t h e 18 th and 19th 
c e n t u r i e s — a f t e r a l l , i t i s t h e C y p r i o t s who s u f f e r . Both 
Greeks and Turks shou ld p r e s s f o r programs of c o o p e r a t i o n , 
i n t e g r a t i o n , m o d e r n i z a t i o n and e d u c a t i o n a l r e f o r m . Some 
s o r t of c o n c i l i a t o r y mechanism should be e s t a b l i s h e d , as 
something t o r e f e r t h e i s s u e s t o , and t o p r o v i d e them w i t h a 
means of t r y i n g t o f i n d a s o l u t i o n t h e m s e l v e s , i n s t e a d of 
r e s o r t i n g t o v i o l e n c e . 

Another p a n e l i s t t hough t t h a t we should t a k e a 
look a t what i s going on i n Turkey and Greece , s i n c e i t i s no t 
easy t o i s o l a t e them from t h e problem. He f e l t t h a t b o t h govern-
ments a r e weak and t h a t t h e b e s t they could do f o r t h e problem 
i s t o s t a y out of i t . Another p a n e l i s t thought t h a t b o t h Greece 
and Turkey were main ly concerned f o r t h e s a f e t y of t h e i r f e l l o w 
Greeks and Turks i n Cyprus , r e g a r d l e s s of t h e s t r a t e g i c l o c a -
t i o n of t h e i s l a n d . A p a n e l i s t c la imed t h a t t h e S o v i e t s 
would l i k e t o s e e t r o u b l e between Turkey and Greece and would 
be opposed t o a Balkan p a c t . He s a i d t h a t by s o l v i n g t h e 
Cyprus problem t h e S o v i e t s would be kep t o u t . 

I t appea r s t h a t Ankara and Athens s i n c e r e l y want a 
s o l u t i o n and t h a t t hey a r e promot ing t h e i r own i n t e r e s t s l e s s 
and t r y i n g t o p r e s e r v e t h e independen t s t a t u s of Cyprus . Cyprus 
may be t h e u l t i m a t e remedy f o r Turkey and Greece , a k ind of 
b r i d g e of f r i e n d s h i p between t h e s e two t o r e s o l v e t h e i r o ld 
a n i m o s i t i e s . 

* * * * * 

During t h e d i s c u s s i o n p e r i o d , t h e f o l l o w i n g exchanges 
t o o k p l a c e : 

(1) What would t h e " c o n c i l i a t o r y mechanism" be? 

Such a body would be composed of Greek and Tu rk i sh 
C y p r i o t s , j u d g e s , p o l i t i c i a n s , e t c . , who would t r y t o f i n d 
a s o l u t i o n t h e m s e l v e s , pe rhaps w i t h h e l p from o u t s i d e such as 
t h e UN. I t would b e a f a c t u a l i n v e s t i g a t i o n such as Gunnar 
J a r r i n g ' s f a c t - f i n d i n g m i s s i o n . A peacekeep ing f o r c e such 
as t h e UN i s good, b u t i t shou ld n o t become a c r u t c h and 
shou ld g e t ou t when f i n i s h e d . Money could be saved by no t hav ing 
armed f o r c e s , s i n c e they a r e n o t needed , o r should no t be 
needed . 
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(2) What a r e s u g g e s t i o n s f o r t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t of a Cyprus 
u n i v e r s i t y ? 

Th i s i s d e s i r e d by b o t h p a r t i e s and shou ld b e looked 
i n t o and w e l l p l a n n e d . I t would p r e v e n t t h e o u t f l o w of money 
s i n c e 5 , 0 0 0 - 6 , 0 0 0 s t u d e n t s a r e now educa t ed abroad each y e a r . 
However, t h e r e i s n o t enough money t o b u i l d such a u n i v e r s i t y 
and C y p r i o t s cannot do i t a l o n e . Another p o i n t t o be c o n s i -
dered i s t h a t a t p r e s e n t t h e community i s n o t a b s o r b i n g a l l 
i t s c o l l e g e g r a d u a t e s . 

(3) The b a s i s of a l l c o n f l i c t i s p a s s i o n . Each s i d e i s f u l l 
of f e a r and m i s t r u s t and r a t i o n a l i t y makes l i t t l e impact i n 
such a s i t u a t i o n . What a r e t h e r e a l i s t i c o p t i o n s ? 

Cyprus f e e l s l i k e a pawn between t h e two b i g powers . 
But a t l e a s t they a r e t a l k i n g and want t o p r e s e r v e t h e n a t i o n a l 
i n t e r e s t s of b o t h communi t ies . Greeks and Turks r e a l i z e t h a t 
they were wrong and a r e now examining t h e i r m i s t a k e s . Al though 
t h e masses a r e no t y e t ready t o b u i l d a f u t u r e t o g e t h e r , t h e 
l e a d e r s of t h e d i a l o g u e a r e f r i e n d s and h o p e f u l l y w i l l gu ide 
t h e p e o p l e i n t o c o o p e r a t i o n . 
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KURDS AND ARABS 

The Kurdish Nation 

The Kurds view themse lves as a d i s t i n c t n a t i o n a l i t y . They 
s h a r e a s t r o n g Kurd i sh i d e n t i t y : a s t r o n g c o n s c i o u s n e s s of t h e i r o r i -
g i n s , h i s t o r y and c u l t u r e w i t h a l i t e r a t u r e t h a t can be t r a c e d back t o 
a t l e a s t t h e e l e v e n t h c e n t u r y . The i r h i s t o r y i d e n t i f i e s them w i t h 
t h e Medes of P e r s i a and t h e Kalduchon of Xenophon's A n a b a s i s , w i t h 
t h e i r l anguage b e i n g Indo-European , n o t S e m i t i c , i n o r i g i n . 

From t h e i r t r i b a l , nomadic o r i g i n s , t h e Kurds i n h e r i t e d a 
s t r o n g s e n s e of f a m i l y s o l i d a r i t y , a s t r o n g s p i r i t of independence 
and r e a l a b i l i t y as f i g h t e r s . Although t h e Kurd r e j e c t s m i l i t a r y 
s e r v i c e by c o n s c r i p t i o n , he i s t y p i c a l l y b r a v e i n b a t t l e w i t h much 
of t h e Kurdish l i t e r a t u r e devoted t o l egends of b a t t l e s or h i s t o r i c a l 
e p i c s . 

There a r e a t p r e s e n t anywhere f rom f i v e t o seven m i l l i o n 
Kurds , w i t h t h e l a r g e s t Kurd i sh communities i n Turkey , I r a n and I r a q . 
The Kurds i n Turkey , numbering from t h r e e t o f o u r m i l l i o n , a r e 
f i r m l y c o n t r o l l e d by t h e government . No p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i t y among 
what t h e government c a l l s "mountain Turks" i s a l lowed and a l l of t h e 
Kurd i sh u p r i s i n g s have been f i r m l y s u p p r e s s e d . The Kurds i n I r a n , 
numbering from one t o two m i l l i o n , a r e n o t as s e v e r e l y s u p p r e s s e d . 
In 1946, t hey s e t up t h e s h o r t - l i v e d Mehebad R e p u b l i c . And t h e Democrat ic 
P a r t y of K u r d i s t a n (DPK) began t h e r e . While p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i t y among 
t h e Kurds i s s u p p r e s s e d , Kurdish p u b l i c a t i o n s a r e a l lowed and I r a n i a n 
Kurds were a l lowed t o a t t e n d t h e J u l y congress of t h e DPK i n I r a q . 
The Sy r i an governmenta l p o l i c y toward i t s Kurdish p o p u l a t i o n , numbering 
l e s s than one m i l l i o n , has been one of a s s i m i l a t i o n . Kurds have few 
p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s i n t h e c o u n t r y , and a r e d e l i b e r a t e l y r e s e t t l e d by t h e 
government away from a r e a s w i t h Kurdish communities so t h a t l a r g e 
Kurd ish communities w i l l no t form and become p o l i t i c a l l y a c t i v e . Only 
i n I r a q has t h e Kurd i sh community of rough ly one m i l l i o n been a l lowed 
t o p l a y any p o l i t i c a l r o l e . For t h e p a s t decade , t h e I r a q i government 
and t h e Kurds i n I r a q have a l t e r n a t e d between open w a r f a r e and p e a c e f u l 
s e t t l e m e n t , w i t h t h e l a t e s t agreement of March 11 , 1970, h o p e f u l l y a 
b l u e p r i n t f o r p e a c e f u l c o e x i s t e n c e . 

The most s i g n i f i c a n t p r o v i s i o n of t h e March agreement , t o t h e 
Kurds , looks toward t h e expans ion of t h e "Kurdish p e o p l e ' s e x e r c i s e of 
a l l t h e i r r i g h t s " t o " i n s u r e t h a t they e n j o y s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t . . . . " The 
Kurd i sh concept of I r a q as a p o l i t i c a l e n t i t y emphasizes i t s b i - n a t i o n a l 
c h a r a c t e r - t h e e x i s t e n c e of two d i s t i n c t n a t i o n s , Kurdish and Arab , 
w i t h i n I r a q ' s b o r d e r s . The Kurds look toward I r a q evo lv ing i n t o a 
sys tem of government i n which a Kurdish autonomous r e g i o n w i l l e x i s t 
w i t h i n t h e l a r g e r p o l i t i c a l u n i t . And, i n t h e long r u n , t h i s aim i s 
no t s een as c o n t r a d i c t i n g t h e I r a q Arab a s p i r a t i o n s f o r Arab u n i t y . 
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The Kurds -in Iraq 

F i g h t i n g o c c u r r e d d u r i n g much of t h e f i v e y e a r s f rom 1963 
t o 1968 between t h e Kurds , under Mual la M u s t a f a B a r a z a n i , and g o v e r n -
ment f o r c e s . In 1966, however , Prime M i n i s t e r Abd al-Rahman Bazzaz 
worked ou t terms f o r a p e a c e , now c a l l e d t h e D e c l a r a t i o n of June 29 , 
1966, o r t h e Twelve P o i n t Program. The program p r o v i d e d f o r : 

- r e c o g n i t i o n of "Kurdish n a t i o n a l i t y " ; 

- d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n of government , w i t h wide powers t o be t r a n s -
f e r r e d t o l o c a l l y e l e c t e d c o u n c i l s ; 

- Kurd ish r e p r e s e n t a t i o n i n t h e N a t i o n a l Assembly and a l l b r a n c h e s 
of p u b l i c s e r v i c e i n p r o p o r t i o n t o t h e i r numbers i n t h e t o t a l 
p o p u l a t i o n ; 

- appo in tment of Kurd i sh o f f i c i a l s t o Kurd i sh d i s t r i c t s ; 

- p romot ion of Kurd ish c u l t u r e ; 

- e a r l y P a r l i a m e n t a r y e l e c t i o n s ; 

- a g e n e r a l amnesty when t h e v i o l e n c e e n d s , t o i n c l u d e p e r s o n s 
a l r e a d y c o n v i c t e d and d e s e r t e r s r e p o r t i n g w i t h t h e i r a rms ; 

- disbandment of t h e I r a q i Army's Sa l ahedd in C a v a l r y ; 

- r e appo in tmen t of a b s e n t e e o f f i c i a l s i f p o s s i b l e t o t h e i r fo rmer 
p o s t s ; 

- f o r m a t i o n of a s p e c i a l m i n i s t r y t o c o o r d i n a t e r e c o n s t r u c t i o n and 
compensa t ion ; 

- r e s e t t l e m e n t of p e r s o n s e v i c t e d f rom t h e i r homes o r compensa t ion . 

The u n p u b l i s h e d a r t i c l e s of t h e Program i n c l u d e d t h e r e l e a s e of a l l 
p o l i t i c a l p r i s o n e r s , p e r m i s s i o n f o r t h e DPK t o f u n c t i o n p u b l i c a l l y and 
t h e f o r m a t i o n of a l l Kurd ish d i s t r i c t s i n t h e Mosul l iwa i n t o a new 
l i w a of Dihok. 

Peace between t h e government and t h e Kurds f o l l o w e d , l a s t i n g 
t h rough 1967 a l t h o u g h l i t t l e was done t o implement t h e Program. E a r l y 
i n 1968, f i g h t i n g d id b r e a k ou t between t h e " o l d " DPK under B a r a z a n i 
and t h e "new" o r younger DPK f o r c e s under J a l a l T a l a b a n i and Ib rah im 
Ahmad. Throughout , however , t h e r e was no r e a l government f o r c e u s e d , 
w i t h Kurd i sh l e a d e r s moving f r e e l y i n Baghdad and Kurd ish p u b l i c a t i o n s 
a l l o w e d . 

The new B a t h i s t government , under P r e s i d e n t Bakr , d i d announce 
i t would work f o r a s o l u t i o n of t h e Kurd i sh q u e s t i o n on t h e b a s i s of 
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t h e 1966 Program. Decrees were i s s u e d p r o v i d i n g f o r t h e f o r m a t i o n of 
a Kurd i sh academy and u n i v e r s i t y . A g e n e r a l amnesty was p r o c l a i m e d , 
wa iv ing t h e c o n d i t i o n t h a t t h e Army and p o l i c e d e s e r t e r s must r e t u r n 
t h e i r a rms . 

The government , however , t ook advantage of t h e B a r a z a n i -
T a l a b a n i s p l i t , a p p o i n t i n g a T a l a b a n i s u p p o r t e r a M i n i s t e r of S t a t e , 
t h u s f o r c i n g t h e r e s i g n a t i o n of two Ba razan i s u p p o r t e r s f rom t h e C a b i n e t . 
And, on September 28, 1968, t h e government promulgated a Temporary Con-
s t i t u t i o n which d e c l a r e d t h a t t h e " I r a q i peop le a r e p a r t of t h e Arab 
n a t i o n and t h a t t h e i r aim i s comprehensive Arab u n i t y , " and t h a t t h e 
government " o b l i g a t e s i t s e l f t o work f o r t h e r e a l i z a t i o n of t h i s u n i t y . " 
R e f e r e n c e t o t h e Kurds was made only i n t h e a r t i c l e g u a r a n t e e i n g 
"Arabs and Kurds" equa l r i g h t s b e f o r e t h e law and g u a r a n t e e i n g t h e i r 
n a t i o n a l r i g h t s " w i t h i n t h e framework of I r a q i u n i t y . " 

Open f i g h t i n g b r o k e ou t between t h e Kurds and t h e government 
i n October and con t inued th roughou t 1969. During t h e whole c o u r s e 
of t h e f i g h t i n g , t h e r e were rumors of peace s e t t l e m e n t s . Only i n 
J anua ry 1970 was i t c l e a r t h a t t a l k s were be ing h e l d and t h a t b o t h 
t h e government and t h e Kurds , under B a r a z a n i ' s l e a d e r s h i p , were work-
ing f o r p e a c e . When t h e a c t u a l agreement was f i n a l l y s i g n e d , two of 
B a r a z a n i ' s sons were p r e s e n t and , a f t e r t h e government announcement 
of t h e ag reemen t , Ba razan i b r o a d c a s t a s t a t e m e n t e n d o r s i n g i t . 

The March 11, 1970, Agreement 

The p r o v i s i o n s of t h e agreement have n o t been p u b l i s h e d , b u t 
were announced over Baghdad Radio on March 11 as f o l l o w s : 

- r e c o g n i t i o n of t h e Kurdish n a t i o n and amending t h e c o n s t i t u t i o n 
to r e a d " t h e I r a q i peop l e c o n s i s t of two main n a t i o n a l i t i e s : 
t h e Arab and t h e Kurd ish n a t i o n a l i t i e s " ; 

- u n i f i c a t i o n of t h e p r o v i n c e s and t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i v e u n i t s w i t h 
a Kurd ish m a j o r i t y t o i n s u r e t h a t t h e Kurds " en joy s e l f - g o v e r n -
m e n t . . . " ; 

- r e c o g n i t i o n of Kurd i sh a long w i t h Arab ic as t h e o f f i c i a l language 
In p redominan t ly Kurd ish a r e a s ; 

- appoin tment of a Kurdish Vice P r e s i d e n t and o t h e r Kurds t o i n s u r e 
p r o p o r t i o n a l r e p r e s e n t a t i o n i n a l l e x e c u t i v e and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
b o d i e s , i n c l u d i n g t h e army; 

- r equ i r emen t t h a t a d m i n i s t r a t i v e o f f i c i a l s i n d i s t r i c t s w i t h a 
Kurd ish m a j o r i t y must be Kurd i sh or a t l e a s t speak K u r d i s h ; 

- p romot ion of Kurdish c u l t u r e ; 

- p e r m i s s i o n f o r Kurds t o e s t a b l i s h youth and a d u l t o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
and p u b l i s h Kurdish books and p a p e r s ; 

- p r o c l a m a t i o n of a g e n e r a l amnesty f o r a l l who have t aken p a r t 
i n t h e r e b e l l i o n ; 
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- p r o v i s i o n of new hous ing f o r a l l Kurds u n a b l e t o r e t u r n ; 

- g r a n t i n g of p e n s i o n s f o r Kurd i sh s o l d i e r s and compensa t ion f o r 
Kurd i sh s o l d i e r s k i l l e d i n b a t t l e ; 

- economic development and r e h a b i l i t a t i o n f o r t h e n o r t h e r n d i s t r i c t s ; 

- a g r a r i a n r e f o r m f o r t h e Kurd i sh a r e a s ; 

- p r o v i s i o n t h a t arms h e l d by t h e Kurd i sh f o r c e s w i l l be s u r r e n d e r e d 
d u r i n g t h e f i n a l s t a g e s of t h e a g r e e m e n t ' s i m p l e m e n t a t i o n ; 

- f o r m a t i o n of a mixed High Commission t o s u p e r v i s e t h e a g r e e m e n t ' s 
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n . 

S e c r e t c l a u s e s r e p o r t e d l y i n c l u d e : p r o v i s i o n t h a t Kurds can 
m a i n t a i n t h e i r own " b o r d e r gua rd" of about 10 ,000 men t o de f end t h e 
n o r t h e r n f r o n t i e r which w i l l r e c e i v e i t s pay f rom t h e I r a q i army, t h e 
disbandment of t h e I r a q i Sa l ahedd in C a v a l r y , w i t h d r a w a l of t h e I r a q i 
army u n i t s f rom Kurd i sh d i s t r i c t s and t h e p r o v i s i o n t h a t t h e government 
w i l l s e v e r i t s c o n n e c t i o n s w i t h t h e T a l a b a n i g roup . 

Motivations for the Agreement 

The B a t h i s t government d id n o t sudden ly have a change of h e a r t 
on t h e Kurd ish i s s u e , nor d i d Ba razan i abandon t h e Kurdish a ims . The 
government was p robab ly i n t e r e s t e d i n coming t o some k i n d of s e t t l e -
ment because t h e open w a r f a r e was t o o c o s t l y b o t h i n men and m a t e r i e l . 
The government ha s s a i d t h e agreement was r eached t o f r e e I r a q i f o r c e s 
f o r t h e war a g a i n s t " i m p e r i a l i s t I s r a e l " a l t h o u g h t h e s t a t e m e n t r e f l e c t s 
"more r h e t o r i c t h a n r e a l i t y . " I n s t e a d , t h e government p r o b a b l y wanted 
t o conse rve i t s economic and p o l i t i c a l s t r e n g t h t o pu r sue i t s o b j e c -
t i v e s i n t h e P e r s i a n G u l f , w i t h t h e " r e a l push" f o r s e t t l e m e n t coming 
from t h e S o v i e t Unicn . The government may a l s o have f e l t t h e Kurd ish t h r e a t 
t o t h e Kirkuk p i p e l i n e s and t h e r e s u l t a n t l o s s of o i l r e v e n u e s . On 
B a r a z a n i ' s p a r t , t h e war was a l s o ve ry c o s t l y i n men and arms. With t h e 
t ime bought by t h e s e t t l e m e n t , t h e Kurds can b e g i n t h e r e b u i l d i n g of 
t h e i r w a r - t o r n a r e a ; t h e e d u c a t i o n of t h e i r young, t h e r e c o n s t r u c t i o n 
of homes, t h e development of t h e i r economy. F u r t h e r , a l t h o u g h t h e p r e s e n t 
agreement may n o t be pe rmanen t , t h e new governmenta l r e c o g n i t i o n of 
Kurd i sh s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t p r o b a b l y w i l l l a s t . As t h e new agreement was 
b u i l t on t h e 1966 Program, so any f u t u r e agreement would p r o b a b l y be 
based on t h e March 11 p r o v i s i o n s . 

The Agreement's Implementation 

The government ha s c a r r i e d ou t s e v e r a l of t h e a g r e e m e n t ' s 
p r o v i s i o n s . F i v e Kurd ish l e a d e r s were a p p o i n t e d t o t h e C a b i n e t . The DPK 
has been a l lowed t o o p e r a t e openly and t o p u b l i s h newspaper s . Some 
r o a d s i n t h e n o r t h have been b u i l t o r improved. C i v i l s e r v a n t s who 
j o i n e d t h e r e v o l u t i o n have been a b l e t o r e t u r n t o t h e i r p o s t s i n t h e 
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a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , t h e army and t h e p o l i c e . The government has withdrawn 
t r o o p s from t h e Kurd i sh a r e a s . The government has i s s u e d a s p e c i a l 
a g r a r i a n r e fo rm law f o r t h e Kurdish a r e a s . Kurds have been a p p o i n t e d 
t o minor a d m i n i s t r a t i v e p o s i t i o n s i n t h e Kurd ish a r e a s and t h e gove rn -
ment has f o r m u l a t e d p l a n s f o r r e c o n s t r u c t i o n f o r much of t h e Kurd ish 
a r e a . But much remains t o be done. The f i v e m i n i s t e r i a l appoin tments 
were t o p o s t s of l i t t l e s i g n i f i c a n c e . Nothing has been done t o i m p l e -
ment t h e a g r a r i a n r e f o r m law. While Kurds a r e i n minor d i s t r i c t p o s i t i o n s , 
t h e Governors of t h e p r o v i n c e s a r e n o t Kurd i sh . And w h i l e p l a n s f o r 
r e c o n s t r u c t i o n f o r t h e n o r t h have been f o r m u l a t e d , implementa t ion of 
them has been p i ecemea l a t b e s t . Pe rhaps t h e i s s u e caus ing g r e a t e s t 
a p p r e h e n s i o n i s t h e October 26 census f o r Ki rkuk , d e c i d i n g t h e p r o p o r -
t i o n of t h e d i s t r i c t ' s Kurds t o t h e t o t a l p o p u l a t i o n . The government 
has redrawn many d i s t r i c t l i n e s w i t h i n t h e a r e a and has decreed t h a t t h e 
l a r g e Turcoman p o p u l a t i o n t h e r e must r e g i s t e r i n t h e census as e i t h e r 
Arab o r Kurd i sh . To show t h e i r l a c k of c o n f i d e n c e i n t h e government ' s 
imp lemen ta t ion of t h e ag reemen t , t h e DPK l e a d e r s i n t h e P a r t y ' s J u l y 
Congress pos tponed t h e nomina t ion of a Kurd f o r t h e Vice P r e s i d e n t i a l 
p o s t . 

Prognosis 

The agreement does p r o v i d e a b l u e p r i n t f o r Kurdish-government 
d i a l o g u e . To t h e Kurd ish l e a d e r s , i t i s an i m p o r t a n t f i r s t s t e p toward 
an I r a q i n a t i o n a l f r o n t which w i l l i n c l u d e a l l p o l i t i c a l f o r c e s w i t h i n 
t h e c o u n t r y . I t s terms i n c l u d e most of t h e i m p o r t a n t p r o v i s i o n s of 
p a s t Kurdish-government s e t t l e m e n t s . Bu t , most i m p o r t a n t l y , i t i n c l u d e s 
t h e r e c o g n i t i o n of Kurd ish n a t i o n a l i t y , of t h e Kurdish r i g h t t o s e l f -
government . The d u r a b i l i t y of t h e agreement , however , w i l l depend on 
i t s complete i m p l e m e n t a t i o n , and t h e a b i l i t y and w i l l i n g n e s s of b o t h 
s i d e s t o l e s s e n t e n s i o n s and m i s t r u s t . The p r e s e n t l y imcomplete Imple -
m e n t a t i o n p r o v i d e s some hope t h a t more w i l l be done t o c a r r y ou t t h e 
a g r e e m e n t ' s t e r m s . But more of t h e te rms must be c a r r i e d out t o a l l a y 
Kurd i sh s u s p i c i o n s t h a t t h i s ag reement , l i k e o t h e r s of t h e p a s t , w i l l 
no t be abandoned when i t s u i t s t h e government ' s p u r p o s e . The a g r e e -
ment was a "mar r i age of c o n v e n i e n c e , " r eached between a c o n s e r v a t i v e , 
f e u d a l l e a d e r and a r a c i s t , Marx i s t government no t so much out of 
mutua l t r u s t a s a mutua l d e s i r e f o r p e a c e . 

Kurds in an International Setting 

Within t h e Kurd ish a r e a , t h e I r a q i Kurds w i l l c o n t i n u e t o p l a y 
t h e most s i g n i f i c a n t r o l e . While S y r i a n and I r a n i a n members of t h e DPK 
d id send r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s t o t h e J u l y P a r t y Congress , t h e i r p r e s e n c e 
was on ly symbo l i c . Only I r a q i Kurds have s i g n i f i c a n t p o l i t i c a l power 
w i t h i n t h e i r c o u n t r y . In t h e Cold War c o n t e x t , B a r a z a n i , d e s p i t e h i s 
s u p p o r t f rom t h e S o v i e t Union i n t h e e a r l y 1950s , i s now r e p o r t e d t o 
be s eek ing American s u p p o r t f o r h i s Kurd ish f o r c e s . Such s u p p o r t 
f o r Kurds i s ve ry d i f f i c u l t t o f o r e s e e , however, i n l i g h t of t h e c l o s e 
r e l a t i o n s between t h e Un i t ed S t a t e s and t h e governments of Turkey and 
I r a n . 
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NORTH AFRICAN ARABS AND NON-ARABS 

Non-Arab communit ies have e x i s t e d i n North A f r i c a 
f o r many c e n t u r i e s and can be c o n s i d e r e d i n two g r o u p s . F i r s t 
a r e t h e Berbers who have m a i n t a i n e d t h e i r own d i s t i n c t c u l t u r e 
and language amids t c o n s t a n t Arab and European i n f l u e n c e s . 
Secondly a r e t h e v a r i o u s groups of f o r e i g n n a t i o n a l s w i t h h i s -
t o r i c a l r o o t s i n t h e c o u n t r i e s of Nor th A f r i c a b u t r ema in ing 
d i s t i n c t l y i s o l a t e d from t h e g e n e r a l Arab s o c i e t y . Examples 
of such a r e t h e I t a l i a n s i n L ibya , t h e French i n Morocco and 
A l g e r i a and t h e Greek and M a l t e s e communit ies s c a t t e r e d t h r o u g h -
ou t t h e a r e a . The f o l l o w i n g d i s c u s s i o n w i l l f o c u s on t h e 
Berber s of Morocco and A l g e r i a where d i a l o g u e r a t h e r t h a n 
v i o l e n c e has been t h e o u t s t a n d i n g p r i n c i p l e of Arab-Berber 
r e l a t i o n s . A b r i e f d i s c u s s i o n of t h e s i t u a t i o n i n s o u t h e r n 
Sudan w i l l o f f e r a p o i n t of c o n t r a s t w h e r e i n ex t reme f e e l i n g s 
of r a c i a l s e p a r a t e n e s s have developed and l e d t o r e c u r r i n g 
o u t b r e a k s of v i o l e n c e . 

I t i s o f t e n commonly assumed t h a t e t h n i c i d e n t i f i -
c a t i o n w i t h i n t h e Berber communities of Morocco has been t h e 
s o l e s o u r c e of t e n s i o n between t h i s group and t h e i r Arab n e i g h -
b o r s . Ra ther t h a n a c c e p t i n g t h i s s i m p l i f i e d s t a t e m e n t , i t may 
be more r e v e a l i n g t o t r y t o a s c e r t a i n t h e impor t ance of o t h e r 
f a c t o r s of m o t i v a t i o n such as p o l i t i c a l g r i e v a n c e and economic 
u n r e s t . The Moroccan Berbe r s have neve r a t t e m p t e d t o e s t a b l i s h 
t h e i r own s t a t e i ndependen t of t h e French o r Muslim s t a t e and 
i t i s somewhat s h o r t - s i g h t e d t o view d i s t u r b a n c e s i n v o l v i n g 
Berbe r s as s imply e t h n i c d r i v e s f o r autonomy. *Abd a l - K a r l m ' s 
r e v o l t i n t h e Rif Mountains i n 1920 was f o r t h e pu rpose of 
e s t a b l i s h i n g a R i f f i a n Berber Repub l i c b u t beyond t h i s i t was 
des igned t o a p p e a l t o a l l Moroccans a l i k e . I n 1936 t h e f i r s t 
l a b o r s t r i k e was c a l l e d and 1500 Berbe r s l e f t work i n t h e 
s u g a r r e f i n e r y i n C a s a b l a n c a . Was t h i s t o be c o n s i d e r e d a 
Berber o r more r i g h t l y a p r o l e t a r i a n s t r i k e f o r economic g a i n s ? 
A f i n a l example i s t h e c l o s u r e of t h e Alger ian-Moroccan b o r d e r 
i n 1955 t o R i f f i l a b o r e r s , prompt ing Be rbe r s t o j o i n t h e 
Moroccan L i b e r a t i o n Army i n v i o l e n t r e s i s t a n c e . Again economics 
may as e a s i l y account f o r t h i s o c c u r r e n c e a s e t h n i c d e t e r m i n a t i o n . 

S t r i c t l y s p e a k i n g , t h e te rm Berber i s n o t an e t h n i c 
b u t r a t h e r a l i n g u i s t i c l a b e l , a p p r o p r i a t e l y a p p l i e d t o 40 p e r 
c e n t of Morocco ' s p o p u l a t i o n . Arabs a r e g e n e r a l l y c o n s i d e r e d 
t o be Arabized B e r b e r s . The m a j o r i t y of Be rbe r s a r e mounta in 
d w e l l e r s b u t many a r e f o r c e d t o go t o t h e l a r g e c i t i e s i n 
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s e a r c h of employment, and f i n d themse lves working w i t h Arabs 
d a i l y . I t i s no t d i f f i c u l t t o u n d e r s t a n d then t h a t a l t h o u g h 
Berber-Arab c o n f l i c t s do e x i s t , t h e r e a r e many p o s s i b i l i t i e s 
f o r c o o p e r a t i o n between them. I n t e r - B e r b e r s t r i f e i n many 
ca se s i s e q u a l l y i f n o t more s t r o n g , p r e v e n t i n g a consensus 
of o p i n i o n . 

The concept of Berber s e p a r a t e n e s s has evolved some-
what a r t i f i c i a l l y from t h e o r i g i n a l emphasis p l aced on i t by 
t h e French c o l o n i z e r s . Berber s c h o o l s were s e t up which s t r e s s e d 
t h e g l o r i e s of an a n c i e n t n a t i o n and p i c t u r e d t h e Arabs as 
u s u r p e r s of an o l d e r h e r i t a g e . I n many c a s e s , Berbers were 
reminded of t h e i r o ld t r i b a l c o n f e d e r a t i o n s by t h e French and 
no t by t h e i r own t r i b a l l e a d e r s . 

With t h e end of French c o l o n i a l domina t ion , e t h n i c 
p o l i t i c s came i n t o p l a y as v a r i o u s new l e a d e r s appea led t o 
group s e n t i m e n t s f o r v o t e s . Not knowing t h e s t r e n g t h of t h e 
o t h e r p o l i t i c i a n s , each f e l t h i m s e l f p r e s s e d t o a c t q u i c k l y 
and m o b i l i z e as much s u p p o r t as p o s s i b l e . P o l i t i c a l a c t i v i t y 
i n t h e p e r i o d c l o s e l y f o l l o w i n g independence i n 1956 tended t o 
be somewhat ambiguous, based as i t o f t e n was on a c o n t r i v e d 
s e n s e of e t h n i c i d e n t i t y . 

S e v e r a l examples can be c i t e d which p o i n t t h i s o u t . 
In 1957 Addi Ou B i h i , governor of a p r o v i n c e i n s o u t h e r n 
Morocco, l e d a r e v o l t of Berber n o t a b l e s p r o c l a i m i n g t o p r o -
t e c t t h e Moroccan t h r o n e from t h e expanding power of t h e 
I s t i q l a l P a r t y . At t h e same t ime he was of course t r y i n g t o 
m a i n t a i n h i s own p a t r o n a g e sys tem i n t h e p r o v i n c e , f e a r i n g 
t h e I s t i q l a l P a r t y would soon c o n t r o l many of t h e p o s i t i o n s 
i n t h e c o u r t s and p o s t a l sys tem. The r e v o l t a roused s u p p o r t 
by a p p e a l i n g t o Berber p r i d e , and l a c k i n g a f i r m e r f o u n d a t i o n 
was p e a c e f u l l y pu t down. The Rif U p r i s i n g began i n 1958, t r i g -
gered by t h e f o u n d i n g of t h e Popu la r Movement, a r u r a l Berber 
p a r t y . L ike Addi Ou B i h i ' s r e v o l t t h i s i n s u r r e c t i o n a l s o f e l t 
i t s e l f a c o u n t e r t o t h e s i n g l e p a r t y tendency of t h e I s t i q l a l . 
Dr. K h a t i b , c o - f o u n d e r of t h e p a r t y , t r i e d t o appea l f o r p a r t y 
u n i t y s t r i c t l y a long Berber l i n e s ; he h imse l f l acked a c r e d i b l e 
Berber l i n e a g e and had to c r e a t e an e x t e n s i v e genealogy c h a r t . 
The k ing gave h i s s u p p o r t t o t h i s movement u n t i l t h e u p r i s i n g s 
i n t h e Rif go t out of hand and he was f o r c e d t o i n t e r v e n e 
m i l i t a r i l y and c rush i t . Here a g a i n one may ask whether t h i s 
u p r i s i n g was an outgrowth of Berber i d e n t i t y o r a r e s u l t of 
economic d e p r e s s i o n caused by t h e r e c e n t i n t e g r a t i o n of t h e 
Rif Mountain a r e a i n t o t h e s o u t h e r n economy f o l l o w i n g t h e end 
of t h e Spanish p r o t e c t o r a t e . 
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A f i n a l example i s t h e Popu la r Movement i t s e l f , a 
c o a l i t i o n p a r t y c o u n t e r i n g t h e I s t i q l a l and encouraged by t h e 
p a l a c e f o r i t s v o t e s i n t h e o c c a s i o n a l e l e c t i o n s . Based on 
Berber i d e n t i t y , i t s e r v e s as a channe l of p a t r o n a g e f o r Berber 
n o t a b l e s and i n r e t u r n makes few demands on t h e government . 
Berber l anguage i n s t r u c t i o n i n s c h o o l and more Berber music 
on t h e r a d i o a r e t h e main r e q u e s t s . 

The King h i m s e l f i s p e r s o n a l l y r e s p o n s i b l e f o r e n -
courag ing t h e i d e a of a Berber -Arab c o n f l i c t , t h e r e b y making 
h i s p r e s e n c e and p o l i c y e s s e n t i a l f o r b r i d g i n g t h e c l e a v a g e . 
Be rbe r s a r e a c t u a l l y t o be found i n many a d m i n i s t r a t i v e p o s i -
t i o n s i n t h e M i n i s t r i e s of J u s t i c e and E d u c a t i o n . T ra ined by 
t h e French to be b i - and t r i l i n g u a l c l e r k s and t e a c h e r s , t h e y 
have con t inued i n t h e s e j o b s s i n c e i ndependence . A p o l i c y 
of s e g r e g a t e d employment, t hough , s e r v e s t o keep Berbe r s ou t 
of t h e more p r e s t i g i o u s o f f i c e s such as t h e M i n i s t r y of Commerce 
and t h e M i n i s t r y of F i n a n c e . I t i s t h e A r a b s , p i c t u r e d a s 
w e a l t h y c i t y d w e l l e r s by t h e B e r b e r s , who dominate h e r e . 

Another m i n o r i t y g roup , l e s s numerous b u t ve ry i n f l u -
e n t i a l , a l s o e x i s t s i n Morocco, t h a t of t h e Jews . P r e v i o u s l y 
they c o n s t i t u t e d t h e l a r g e s t Jewish community i n t h e Middle 
E a s t , numbering 225,000 i n 1942. Today pe rhaps 50 ,000 r ema in . 
Moroccan independence p a r t i c u l a r l y caused many of them t o immi-
g r a t e t o I s r a e l a l t h o u g h King Mohammed V r e a s s u r e d them of 
p e r s o n a l s a f e t y i f they s t a y e d . A group of Jews formed t h e 
Judao-Muslim E n t e n t e , b u t i t f a i l e d t o a c h i e v e r e a l p o l i t i c a l 
i n t e g r a t i o n f o r t h e Jews. The g e n e r a l t r e n d now i s f o r t h e 
w e a l t h y and t h e s k i l l e d t o l e a v e , encouraged by an e l d e r J ewi sh 
community which does n o t f e e l i t can make t h e move. 

The Berber s i t u a t i o n i n A l g e r i a t o o seems t o p r e s e n t 
ve ry l i t t l e ev idence of v i o l e n c e engaged i n f o r t h e pu rpose 
of e t h n i c d e t e r m i n a t i o n . There has been no c l a i m t o autonomy 
and i t i s p r o b a b l e t h a t wha teve r e t h n i c c o n s c i o u s n e s s e x i s t s 
has been c r e a t e d by s o c i a l m o b i l i z a t i o n . 

G e o g r a p h i c a l l y , t h e A l g e r i a n Berber s a r e d i v i d e d i n t o f o u r 
i s o l a t e d r e g i o n s , K a b y l i a , Aure s , M'Zab and Tua reg . These 
n a t u r a l d i v i s i o n s p r e v e n t any s e n s e of community a l t h o u g h a l l 
a r e Sunni Muslims and speak B e r b e r . I t might be no ted t h a t 
Berber i s no t a w r i t t e n l a n g u a g e , only an o r a l one . This may 
p a r t i a l l y account f o r t h e i r w i l l i n g n e s s t o adopt a n o t h e r c u l -
t u r e , p r e f e r a b l y t h e F r e n c h , f o r s o c i a l and economic g a i n s . 
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The Kabyle Berbe r s i n p a r t i c u l a r have shown a g r e a t 
deg ree of a d a p t a b i l i t y f o r l i v i n g i n two c u l t u r e s a t t h e same 
t i m e . T h e i r v i l l a g e s t end t o be o v e r - p o p u l a t e d and ve ry p o o r , 
f o r c i n g t h e men t o m i g r a t e t e m p o r a r i l y t o t h e b i g c i t i e s i n 
s e a r c h of employment. This a l l ows t h e Kabyles t o a c q u a i n t them-
s e l v e s w i t h modern methods and i d e a s w h i l e m a i n t a i n i n g l o y a l t y 
to t h e i r t r i b e . E a r l i e r t h e F r e n c h , r e c o g n i z i n g t h e u s e f u l n e s s 
of t h i s a d a p t a b i l i t y , t r a i n e d t h e Kabyles as t e a c h e r s f o r t h e 
whole of A l g e r i a ; by World War I I they formed a r a t h e r educa ted 
e l i t e . But when independence f i n a l l y came, they e a s i l y t r a n s -
f e r r e d a l l e g i a n c e from t h e French t o t h e s t a t e of A l g e r i a , 
r e a l i z i n g t h a t t h e e x i s t e n c e of a u n i f i e d s t a t e was e s s e n t i a l 
f o r t h e i r economic s u r v i v a l . Many became v i o l e n t n a t i o n a l i s t s , 
hav ing r e t a i n e d t h e i r t r a d i t i o n a l s t r u c t u r e s and v a l u e s i n t h e i r 
i s o l a t e d v i l l a g e s . While o t h e r a r e a s had been t o t a l l y s u b j e c t e d 
t o c o l o n i z a t i o n and were t h e r e f o r e l e s s l i k e l y t o o r g a n i z e 
a g a i n s t t h e F r e n c h , t h e Kabyles proved s t r o n g i n t h e i r r e s i s t a n c e . 

P o l i t i c a l u n i t y amongst t h e Kabyles was myth bo th i n 
t h e y e a r s b e f o r e and a f t e r i ndependence , and remains so t o d a y . 
During t h e movement f o r independence a lmost 45 p e r cen t of t h e 
top l e a d e r s were Kaby les , y e t t h e r e was no cohes ion amongst 
them. P e r s o n a l Kabyle r i v a l r y i n s t e a d was dominant . A l l 
t h e p o l i t i c a l f a c t i o n s vy ing f o r power cou ld count Berber 
members b u t t h e r e was no s i n g l e l e a d e r t o u n i t e them. 

The sc ramble f o r power f o l l o w i n g 1962 showed Kabyles on 
a l l s i d e s and c l e a r l y n o t d i v i d e d a long l i n e s of e t h n i c i d e n t i t y . 
In 1963 A i t Ahmed formed t h e FFS, F r o n t des Forces S o c i a l i s t e s , 
and began an i n s u r r e c t i o n a g a i n s t t h e s t a t e w i t h t h e a id of 
Colonel Mohand, a Kabyle l e a d e r . Almost h a l f t h e Kabyle 
d e p u t i e s s t o o d a g a i n s t t h e r e v o l t , and when i n 1964 a b o r d e r 
war b roke ou t w i t h Morocco, Co lone l Mohand q u i c k l y swi tched 
h i s s u p p o r t t o Ben B e l l a . This i s a c l e a r example of a l e a d e r 
u s i n g t h e p e a s a n t r y f o r h i s own p e r s o n a l l e v e r a g e i n t h e gove rn -
ment . The Kabyles were n o t a c t u a l l y r e v o l t i n g f o r autonomy 
b u t r a t h e r t o show t h e government they f e l t a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y 
n e g l e c t e d i n te rms of employment and e d u c a t i o n a l p r o s p e c t s . 

F i n a l l y , n o t i o n s of e t h n i c s o l i d a r i t y have been some-
what weakened by consc ious e f f o r t s on t h e p a r t of t h e gove rn -
ment t o appease t h e B e r b e r s . Knowing t h e danger of adding t o 
t h e i r f r u s t r a t i o n s , t h e government ha s m a i n t a i n e d a h i g h p r o -
p o r t i o n of Berbe r s i n p o s i t i o n s of l e a d e r s h i p and a d m i n i s t r a -
t i o n . Boumedienne was r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e improvement of 
K a b y l i a ' s economic s i t u a t i o n and t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n of many new 
s c h o o l s . The more i t i s t o t h e Kabyles ' advantage t o remain 
w i t h i n t h e l a r g e r A l g e r i a n s o c i e t y , t h e l e s s l i k e l y a Kabyle 
i n s u r r e c t i o n w i l l o c c u r . Perhaps i n t h e f u t u r e t h e A l g e r i a n 
government w i l l l i b e r a l i z e i t s p o l i c y towards a m u l t i - p a r t y 
sys tem and a l l ow a Kabyle p a r t y t o form w i t h a s t r o n g c e n t r a l 
Kabyle l e a d e r s h i p . U n t i l then t h e r e w i l l be on ly minimal 
Berber i d e n t i f i c a t i o n . 
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From t h e s e b r i e f d i s c u s s i o n s , i t becomes c l e a r t h a t 
t h e r e a r e f o u r f a c t o r s n e c e s s a r y f o r t h e f o r m u l a t i o n of a 
c o h e s i v e e t h n i c a w a r e n e s s . The f i r s t of c o u r s e i s a s e n s e of 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n , f o s t e r e d by l i n g u i s t i c , c u l t u r a l o r r e l i g i o u s 
d i s t i n c t i o n s . Secondly t h e r e must be a s e n s e of g r i e v a n c e 
f e l t which w i l l t r i g g e r a g e n e r a l f e e l i n g of u n r e s t . Geograph i -
c a l d i s t r i b u t i o n , a t h i r d f a c t o r , must be c e n t r a l i z e d t o f a c i l i -
t a t e p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n and a l low t h e m i n o r i t y group t o f e e l 
i t s e l f u n i f i e d and s e p a r a t e f rom t h e r e s t of t h e p o p u l a t i o n . 
F i n a l l y a pe r son of l e a d e r s h i p must come f o r w a r d , emphas iz ing 
e t h n i c d i f f e r e n c e s and i n t r o d u c i n g methods of p o l i t i c a l o r g a n i -
z a t i o n . 

Sudan, u n l i k e Morocco and A l g e r i a , has n o t been a b l e 
t o c o n t a i n and a s s i m i l a t e i t s e t h n i c e l ements and i n s t e a d has 
found i t s e l f i n v i o l e n t o p p o s i t i o n t o them. A m i n o r i t y p o p u l a -
t i o n of 3 - 1 / 2 t o 4 m i l l i o n l i v e g e o g r a p h i c a l l y c o n c e n t r a t e d 
i n s o u t h e r n Sudan and r e f u s e t o pay a l l e g i a n c e t o t h e c e n t r a l 
government . They c o n s i d e r themse lves r a c i a l l y a p a r t f rom 
t h o s e i n t h e n o r t h and m a i n t a i n t h a t t h e i r r e a l k i n s h i p l i n k s 
a r e w i t h t h e t r i b e s i n t h e Congo and Kenya. Nor do t h e y f e e l 
r e l i g i o u s l y bound t o t h e Muslim s o c i e t y of n o r t h e r n Sudan; t h e 
m a j o r i t y a r e a n i m i s t s , b u t some 500,000 C h r i s t i a n s a r e a l s o 
a c t i v e i n t h e s e p a r a t i s t movement. 

The Sudanese government r e f u s e s t o admit t h a t t h e r e 
i s any cause f o r g r i e v a n c e and i n s i s t s t h e s e p e o p l e a r e Sudanese 
w i t h a l l t h e r i g h t s of c i t i z e n s h i p . I t s e e s t h e problem as 
stemming f rom t h e 1930s when t h e Uni ted Kingdom e f f e c t i v e l y 
w a l l e d o f f t h e s o u t h by a s e r i e s of r e s t r i c t i v e m e a s u r e s . 
Arab i c was n o t t a u g h t i n t h e s c h o o l s t h e r e , no Arab t r a d e r s 
o r a d m i n i s t r a t o r s came th rough and t h e t r i b e s were p e r m i t t e d 
t o r u l e t h e m s e l v e s . By t h e t ime of i ndependence , s o u t h e r n 
Sudan had i t s own s e p a r a t e a d m i n i s t r a t i v e sys tem which d id n o t 
e a s i l y f i t i n t o t h a t of t h e n o r t h . 

The problem t h e n has been i n e x i s t e n c e s i n c e 1956 
and has c r e a t e d a g r e a t i n t e r n a l d r a i n of manpower, r e s o u r c e s 
and e n e r g y . E s t i m a t e s pu t 12-17 ,000 Sudanese t r o o p s s t a t i o n e d 
i n t h e s o u t h and 20-30 ,000 s o u t h e r n Sudanese i n armed r e v o l t . 
I t ha s been sugges t ed by t h e government t h a t c e r t a i n b o r d e r 
c o u n t r i e s and p o s s i b l y I s r a e l a r e s u p p l y i n g m i l i t a r y a i d i n 
s u p p o r t of t h e i n s u r r e c t i o n . Whatever t h e e x t e r n a l h e l p , t h e 
p e o p l e of s o u t h e r n Sudan d e f i n i t e l y f e e l t h e r e i s no room 
f o r compromise w i t h t h e n o r t h e r n Arab a d m i n i s t r a t i o n and con-
t i n u e t o v i o l e n t l y oppose i t s r u l e . 
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Dia logue has t h u s been an e f f e c t i v e t o o l i n Nor th 
A f r i c a where i t i s much t o t h e b e n e f i t of t h e Berbers t o 
remain w i t h i n t h e s t a t e even w h i l e r e t a i n i n g t h e i r own language 
and c u l t u r e . The Jews , t o o , have f o r a long t ime been p a r t 
of t h e l a r g e r Moroccan s o c i e t y and on ly s i n c e 1948 o r more l a t e l y 
1967 have begun t o respond t o t h e Z i o n i s t a p p e a l . The p r o s -
p e c t s of a p e a c e f u l c o - e x i s t e n c e between n o r t h e r n and s o u t h e r n 
Sudan, t hough , a r e few indeed and v i o l e n c e w i l l l i k e l y c o n t i n u e 
u n t i l t h e i n s u r r e c t i o n i s m i l i t a r i l y c rushed or g r a n t e d i t s 
demand of p o l i t i c a l autonomy. 
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CONCLUDING REMARKS 

Parker T. Hart 

The d i s c u s s i o n s of y e s t e r d a y and t h i s morning have 
thrown i n t o r e l i e f many f a c e t s of group t h i n k i n g i n a r e a s 
where v i o l e n c e p r e v a i l s and where i t ha s y i e l d e d t o d i a l o g u e . 
At t h i s p o i n t , no one wants t o h e a r a n o t h e r a d d r e s s ; t h e r e f o r e , 
t h e c o n s i d e r a t i o n s I s e l e c t f o r you a r e n e c e s s a r i l y b r i e f . 

From t h e s p l e n d i d keyno te a d d r e s s of Dr . Alan Horton 
th rough a s e r i e s of e x c e p t i o n a l p l e n a r y and s i m u l t a n e o u s 
p a n e l s t h e r e i s a common t h r e a d : group i d e n t i f i c a t i o n i n 
t h e Middle Eas t and North A f r i c a , as we have always known, 
i s an a n c i e n t and i n t e n s e f o r c e which i n much of t h e r e g i o n 
grew ou t of ex tended f a m i l y , c l a n or t r i b a l l o y a l t i e s as t h e 
p r imary s o u r c e of p r e s s u r e on t h e i n d i v i d u a l . I t has h i s t o r i -
c a l l y exac t ed a commitment made a t t h e m o t h e r ' s k n e e , so t o 
s p e a k , t o win or t o d i e i n t h e p r o c e s s r a t h e r t h a n t o c o n c i l i -
a t e , t o a s s e r t o n e ' s r i g h t r a t h e r t h a n t o s e e t h e o t h e r ' s r i g h t ; 
and as one commentator has w r i t t e n , "The e s s e n c e of t r a g e d y 
occu r s when t h e r e i s a s t r u g g l e of r i g h t a g a i n s t r i g h t . " This 
has r i s e n t o t h e n a t i o n a l l e v e l . R igh t i s what your group 
demands. Nor can i t be e a s i l y seen o t h e r w i s e when t h e r e i s a 
background of f a m i l y t r a g e d y , whe ther i t be t h e gas chambers 
of Ozwiecim and t h e c a l l o u s d i s r e g a r d of t h e world a t l a r g e 
o r 20 y e a r s of d e g r a d a t i o n i n r e f u g e e camps a few s h o r t m i l e s 
from o n e ' s own farm now u t i l i z e d by o t h e r s . I t i s t h e i n a b i l i t y 
t o do a n y t h i n g about o n e ' s own f r u s t r a t i o n s which i n group 
mi se ry g e n e r a t e d among Jews i n Europe and P a l e s t i n e and Arabs 
i n e x i l e t h e d e s p e r a t e c o n c l u s i o n of t h e new g e n e r a t i o n . With 
t h e i r y o u t h f u l energy they must do someth ing where t h e i r e l d e r s 
f a i l e d . O f t e n h o l d i n g t h e o l d e r g e n e r a t i o n i n contempt and 
u s u a l l y bored w i t h i t s r e p e t i t i o u s s e l f - j u s t i f i c a t i o n s , t h i s 
y o u t h of t h e n e t h e r world of crowded b a r r a c k s has found t h a t 
h o s t Arab s o c i e t i e s have f a i l e d t h e i r cause i n every way. 
They must t a k e arms a g a i n s t a s e a of t r o u b l e s , p rove t h e i r man-
hood, r e a l i z e some semblance of i d e a l o r d i e . Among them may 
be t h e a b e r r a n t f i g u r e w i t h u n u s u a l chromosome p a t t e r n s o r 
o t h e r m e d i c a l ground f o r v i o l e n t b e h a v i o r , becoming a r a l l y i n g 
c e n t e r f o r ex t reme a c t i o n ; b u t g e n e r a l l y t h e you th i s found t o 
b a s e h i s new i d e o l o g y on cyn ic i sm over t h o s e who were t hough t 
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t o be h i s f r i e n d s , b u t n e v e r w e r e . There i s no i n s t i n c t f o r 
compromise as long as by ex t reme a c t s he can make t h e world 
which has so long i g n o r e d h im, come t o him and beg f o r t h e 
r e l e a s e of h o s t a g e s or when h e can i n t i m i d a t e Arab r u l e r s 
a g a i n s t n e g o t i a t i o n s w i t h t h e Uni t ed Na t ions m e d i a t o r . 

Yet t h e r e a r e o u t e r l i m i t s of any group r i g h t and 
i t may b e t h a t t h e o v e r - a s s e r t i o n of r i g h t i s becoming c l e a r 
among some P a l e s t i n i a n s i n t h e a f t e r m a t h of t h e J o r d a n i a n 
c i v i l war as among I s r a e l i s who s e e t h a t new t e r r i t o r i a l a c c r e -
t i o n s o f f e r no r e a l s e c u r i t y f o r t h e i r s t a t e . These a r e 
c i v i l i z e d men and as we have h e a r d , "Vio lence i s a w a s t i n g 
a s s e t . " There i s no s e c u r i t y f o r f a m i l i e s , even welded i n t o 
s m a l l n a t i o n s , amid an a tmosphere of mounting c a t a s t r o p h e . Two 
thousand dead i n a s t a t e t h e s i z e of I s r a e l (or i t s p o p u l a t i o n 
e q u i v a l e n t , t h e P a l e s t i n e E n t i t y now b e i n g bo rn ) i s a t e r r i b l e 
d r a i n . On p e r c e n t a g e s , i t i s l i k e 200,000 dead Americans ; 
and twenty thousand I s l i k e 2 m i l l i o n . This cannot go on 
w i t h o u t r e - e x a m i n a t i o n of ex t reme p o s i t i o n s . The mood t h a t 
condemns l i e s and h y p o c r i s y i n t h e t r a d i t i o n of F r a n t z Fanon, 
becomes submerged by t h e g r e a t e r h o r r o r . Heroism as an i s o l a t e d , 
e x h i b i t o r y g e s t u r e becomes i r r e l e v a n t when t h e r e i s no l o n g e r 
an a u d i e n c e t o c h e e r , on ly one t o g r i e v e . I f peop l e cannot 
l i v e i n E a s t e r n European o r J o r d a n i a n r e f u g e e camps i n a s t a t e 
of d e s p a i r , they can a l s o n o t l i v e i n mutua l a n n i h i l a t i o n . 

Th i s s u g g e s t s t h a t as t h e f i r e s of extremism s u b s i d e 
i n t h e b i t t e r e x p e r i e n c e of J o r d a n , and as t h e Arab l e a d e r 
toward whom t h e I s r a e l i Government was most a l l e r g i c i s r e p l a c e d , 
t h e r e may be a new moment f o r m o d e r a t i o n . I t should n o t be 
a l lowed t o p a s s . 

But who i s t o u t i l i z e t h i s moment t o p o s i t i v e e f f e c t ? 
We have seen f rom Buchenwald, P a l e s t i n e , Cyprus and B i a f r a 
how g r e a t powers can b e e m o t i o n a l i z e d by t h e o u t c r y of s m a l l 
communi t ies , and how t h e l a t t e r can a c q u i r e enormous l e v e r a g e 
i n f r e e Western s o c i e t i e s f o r t h e i r immediate o b j e c t i v e s , a s -
s e r t i n g t h e i r c l a im of p o l i t i c a l r i g h t a s they command d e e p e s t 
sympathy f o r t h e o u t r a g e committed a g a i n s t t h e i r p e r s o n s . 
T h e i r a b i l i t y among f r e e s o c i e t i e s t o c a r r y human empathy 
i n t o governmenta l s u p p o r t f o r f u l l s o v e r e i g n t y as t h e on ly 
means t o p r e s e r v e themse lves a g a i n s t f u r t h e r o u t r a g e c o n t r a s t s 
w i t h t h e i r i n a b i l i t y t o accompl i sh t h i s t r a n s i t i o n among c lo sed 
s o c i e t i e s . Governments l i k e t h a t of t h e USSR make t h e d e l i b e r -
a t e d e c i s i o n whe the r t o ex tend s u p p o r t f o r t h e s t a t e h o o d of a 
s m a l l community o r n o t . They make i t f r e e of such domes t i c 
p r e s s u r e s as a r e f e l t i n t h e US, Grea t B r i t a i n or Western 
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Europe . These p r e s s u r e s can d i s t o r t o r d e f l e c t t h e power 
of open s o c i e t i e s t o make d e c i s i o n s based on t h e i r b road i n -
t e r e s t s or on c o n s i d e r a t i o n s of l o n g - r a n g e p e a c e . They 
add t o t h e p r o l i f e r a t i o n of sma l l s t a t e s w i t h myopic v i s i o n 
and d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e i n f l u e n c e i n wor ld a f f a i r s — a ve ry 
bad combina t ion — and they i n c r e a s e t h e danger t h a t a l a r g e 
p a r t of humanity may be drawn i n t o t h e v o r t e x of human con-
f l i c t . What has commonly been r e f e r r e d t o as t h e ty ranny of 
t h e s m a l l and t h e weak over t h e g r e a t can p roduce a c o n f r o n -
t a t i o n endanger ing t h e s t r u c t u r e of wor ld peace on which t h e 
s u r v i v a l of t h e s e s m a l l s o c i e t i e s must u l t i m a t e l y depend. 
The a r s e n a l s of g r e a t powers cannot w i t h o u t r i s k be opened 
t o t h o s e who s e e only t h e i r own narrow r i g h t . 

Both Moscow and Washington a r e caugh t i n t h e t o i l s 
of a s h o r t - s i g h t e d arms p o l i c y . The v i c i o u s c y c l e must b e 
b r o k e n . Both Athens and Ankara had t o l e a r n t h i s i n two con-
f r o n t a t i o n s (1964 and 1967) which t h r e a t e n e d mu tua l d e v a s t a -
t i o n and t h e b reakup of NATO. The a b i l i t y of t h e t i n y t o w i e l d 
power over t h e l a r g e enormously i n f l a t e s what our k e y n o t e r 
r e f e r r e d to as t h e c o r p o r a t e ego " i n t i r e s o m e d i s a r r a y , " and i t 
does n o t h i n g f o r communal r e l a t i o n s . This w i l l i n g n e s s t o 
compromise v a n i s h e s i n a e u p h o r i a of o v e r - c o n f i d e n c e ; p o s i t i o n s 
h a r d e n , a r r o g a n c e mounts . At t h i s p o i n t , i f t h e w o r s t has n o t 
a l r e a d y happened , we a r e f o r t u n a t e i f a c o r r e c t i v e mechanism 
b e g i n s t o f u n c t i o n . There may occur a s l a c k e n i n g of sympathy 
i n t h e l a r g e s o c i e t i e s . P u b l i c q u e s t i o n i n g of t h e l o c a l cause 
may mount , and h e l p t o t h e a p p e a l i n g p a r t i e s may be l e s s a s s u r e d . 
Th i s i n t u r n may t r i g g e r an i n t e n s i v e rev iew of communal a t t i -
t u d e s , as i n t o d a y ' s Cyprus and I s r a e l . 

The b e h a v i o r of l a r g e powers , such as t h e Uni ted 
S t a t e s i s t h e r e f o r e c r i t i c a l . We cannot a f f o r d t o l o s e our 
b a l a n c e and our p e r s p e c t i v e , our b road view of our own and 
mank ind ' s i n t e r e s t . 

This o b v i o u s l y b r i n g s t o mind t h e impor t ance of t h e 
human r i g h t s mechanism of t h e Uni ted Na t ions and i t s power t o 
s p o t l i g h t i n j u s t i c e — or genoc ide — a g a i n s t t h o s e 
s o c i e t i e s which have no chance of s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and no 
o u t s i d e champion. I t a l s o emphasizes t h e p o t e n t i a l i t i e s of 
t h e UN t o a c t f o r wor ld i n t e r e s t s i n s u b s t i t u t i o n f o r t h e 
ove r - i nvo lvemen t of g r e a t powers h a r a s s e d by t h e demands of 
s m a l l e r communities which have c a p t u r e d t h e i r commitments. 
Here a power such as I s r a e l may r e s i s t as long a s i t f e e l s 
i t can g e t more out of t h e US w h i l e one l i k e Cyprus may f e e l 
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i t can g e t more ou t of t h e s m a l l n a t i o n v o t e i n t h e Uni t ed Na-
t i o n s Gene ra l Assembly. C e r t a i n l y t h e Uni ted S t a t e s and Western 
Europe have no c o r n e r on t h e r e c o g n i t i o n of i n j u s t i c e or t h e 
power t o c o r r e c t i t . D i s r e g a r d of t h e p o t e n t i a l i t i e s of t h e 
Un i t ed N a t i o n s i s a t b e s t s h o r t - s i g h t e d , a t t h e wor s t an a r r o -
gan t a s s e r t i o n of t h e d e s i r e t o manage a f f a i r s a s we w i s h . 
We must g e t beh ind t h e Uni ted N a t i o n s i n t h i s y e a r of i t s 
25 th A n n i v e r s a r y . There i s no t ime t o l o s e . 

One t h i n g i n our s h r i n k i n g world i s c e r t a i n : no com-
munity and no s t a t e can c l a im or a s s e r t a b s o l u t e s e c u r i t y f o r 
i t s e l f . A b s o l u t e s e c u r i t y cannot be pursued u n i l a t e r a l l y . 
I t i s i n s e p a r a b l e f rom t h e s e c u r i t y of o n e ' s ne ighbor and i t 
cannot b e a s s e r t e d a g a i n s t i t , whe the r he be a P a l e s t i n i a n 
Arab , an I s r a e l i , a Greek or Turk C y p r i o t , a Kurd or a member 
of a m i n o r i t y i n North A f r i c a . 

I am deep ly g r a t e f u l t o t h e o u t s t a n d i n g s p e a k e r s , 
Chairmen and p a n e l i s t s who have expended so much uncompensated 
energy and t ime t o s h a r e t h e i r t h o u g h t s w i t h us and on b e h a l f 
of t h e Middle Eas t I n s t i t u t e I ex tend t o them our warmest a p p r e -
e l a t i o n . 

I d e c l a r e t h e 24 th Annual Conference a d j o u r n e d . 
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THE PHENOMENON OF VIOLENCE 

Landnan R. Bolting 

Our chairman has i n d i c a t e d t h a t he hopes we can 
approach t h i s d i s c u s s i o n of v i o l e n c e i n a n o n - v i o l e n t way. I ' m 
n o t q u i t e s u r e w h e t h e r , a s a Quaker , my r e a l cue shou ld be s imply 
t o d e c l a r e a s i l e n t mee t ing f o r 15 minu tes i n p l a c e of s a y i n g 
a n y t h i n g . But Quakers , i n s p i t e of t h e i r r e p u t a t i o n f o r s i l e n c e , 
I ' v e always found , a r e neve r l o a t h t o e x p r e s s t h e i r o p i n i o n s . 

There i s a m i s t a k e n n o t i o n , f o s t e r e d w i l l i n g l y o r un -
w i l l i n g l y by t h e Quakers themse lves t h a t Quakers a r e e x p e r t s on 
war and v i o l e n c e , and on how t o s t o p war and v i o l e n c e . Not t h a t 
anybody r e a l l y b e l i e v e s t h a t t h e y ' r e a b l e t o do much abou t t h e s e 
m a t t e r s , b u t a s a g e s t u r e of c o u r t e s y t h e y ' r e o f t e n accorded 
s t a t u s a s honora ry e x p e r t s on v i o l e n c e . And s i n c e Quakers have 
an i n c u r a b l e p r o p e n s i t y f o r gadding about t h e w o r l d , t o where t h e 
v i o l e n c e i s , they a r e , I f e a r , g i v e n c r e d i t , a t l e a s t f l e e t i n g l y 
and i n t e r m i t t e n t l y , f o r knowing more than they know. 

Indeed , anyone who t u r n s up a g a i n and a g a i n a t t h e 
s cene of a cr ime i s bound t o be s u s p e c t e d of b e i n g a c r i m i n a l , 
a po l i ceman , a s o c i o l o g i s t - r e s e a r c h e r , or j u s t one of t h e i n -
s a t i a b l y c u r i o u s . And when h e ' s r a r e l y r e l u c t a n t t o g i v e t h e 
world t h e b e n e f i t of h i s v i e w s , t h e n h i s i m p e r t i n e n c e a t t imes 
g e t s him i n v i t e d t o ming le among h i s academic b e t t e r s . Such i s 
t h e c a s e t h i s morning . 

Search f o r Peace i n t h e Middle E a s t . This l i t t l e p a p e r -
back I ho ld b e f o r e you i n t h e new r e v i s e d e d i t i o n j u s t p u b l i s h e d , 
i s , I suppose , t h e c h i e f r e a s o n I was i n v i t e d t o be i n t h i s m e e t -
ing t o d a y . I t i s a t y p i c a l example of Quaker c h u t z p a h . 

I t w i l l no t be m i s t a k e n f o r a g r e a t p i e c e of academic , 
o r i g i n a l s c h o l a r s h i p . Nor was i t so i n t e n d e d . I t i s s imply 
a n o t h e r i n a long s e r i e s of e f f o r t s t o t r y to r e c o r d some u n d e r -
s t a n d i n g of what t h o s e caught i n a t r a g i c c o n f l i c t a r e f e e l i n g , 
t h i n k i n g and t r y i n g t o accompl i sh as they c a r r y on t h e i r b a t t l e s . 
I t i s an e f f o r t t o f i n d some r e s p o n s i b l e way t o p o i n t up some 
emerging as sessment of p o s s i b l e means f o r e s c a p i n g t h e p a t t e r n s 
of v i o l e n c e . 
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111 p a r t i c u l a r , I suppose , i t i s t h e s e l f - a p p o i n t e d and 
c h i l d l i k e r o l e of Quakers t o be f o r e v e r s t a n d i n g on a s t r e e t 
c o r n e r c r y i n g ou t t h a t t h e emperor of v i o l e n c e has no c l o t h e s . But 
t h e a n c i e n t Quaker t e s t imony a g a i n s t v i o l e n c e , and t h e accompanying 
a p p e a l t o s ee t h a t of God i n a l l men, and t o l i v e i n t h a t s p i r i t 
which " t a k e s away t h e o c c a s i o n of w a r , " t h i s k ind of a f f i r m a t i o n 
of f a i t h does no t c a r r y us v e r y f a r toward u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h e p r a c -
t i c a l contemporary problems of v i o l e n c e i n t h e Middle Eas t or e l s e -
where . 

Y e t , i t i s j u s t such a f a i t h as t h i s , sha red by p e o p l e s 
of many d i v e r s e r e l i g i o n s and of no o s t e n s i b l e r e l i g i o n , t h a t i s 
bound t o i n f l u e n c e t h e t h i n k i n g of a l l of us who t r y t o f i n d p a t h -
ways th rough and around t h e da rk and f r i g h t e n i n g maze of v i o l e n c e 
i n t h e w o r l d , and p a r t i c u l a r l y , a s w e ' r e c o n s i d e r i n g t o d a y , t h e 
v i o l e n c e i n t h e Middle E a s t . 

Having warned you of c e r t a i n b i a s e s and hopes (and 
d e f i c i e n c i e s i n s c h o l a r s h i p ) l e t me s h a r e w i th you some of t h e 
s imp le i n s i g h t s which have emerged, a t l e a s t f o r me as a member 
of t h i s working Quaker g roup , ou t of our s tudy of t h e Arab-
I s r a e l i c o n f l i c t over t h e p a s t two y e a r s and more. F i r s t , I 
would s a y , speak ing q u i t e p e r s o n a l l y , t h e r e i s pe rhaps t h e i n n o -
c e n t o b s e r v a t i o n t h a t t h o s e who g l o r i f y and use v i o l e n c e a r e no t 
n e c e s s a r i l y , i n t h e p o p u l a r s e n s e , e v i l , m a l e v o l e n t men. For t h e 
most p a r t they e x h i b i t t h e common human t e n d e n c i e s towards t e n d e r -
n e s s and s e n s i t i v i t y . They a r e , many of them I have known, deep ly 
concerned about human s u f f e r i n g , moved by p i t y and compassion t o -
ward t h e v i c t i m s of v i o l e n c e , even as they use v i o l e n c e . And t h i s 
I have found as c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of t h e a t t i t u d e s of men who a r e i n 
o f f i c i a l a rmies and t h o s e who a r e i n i r r e g u l a r g u e r r i l l a f o r c e s . 

This i s no t a s u r p r i s i n g d i s c o v e r y , b u t i n a s e n s e i t 
i s c o n t r a r y t o what so many p e o p l e t h i n k . We so o f t e n b e l i e v e 
t h a t i f one can pu t a l a b e l of e v i l upon an i n d i v i d u a l , we t h i n k 
we have somehow d e a l t w i t h t h e problem t h a t he r e p r e s e n t s . 

Second, t h e r e i s t h e e q u a l l y i nnocen t o b s e r v a t i o n t h a t 
t h e u s e r s of v i o l e n c e a r e no t s t u p i d , i g n o r a n t c l o d s . Many of 
them, i n a l l k i n d s of i d e o l o g i c a l f a c t i o n s a r e h i g h l y i n t e l l i g e n t , 
s o p h i s t i c a t e d , w e l l educa t ed men and women. We tend t o adopt t h e 
n o t i o n t h a t f o r m a l e d u c a t i o n must mean t h a t man has t he r eby been 
t u r n e d away from v i o l e n c e . We l i k e t o t h i n k t h a t somehow i f you 
r a i s e t h e s t a n d a r d of l i v i n g , r a i s e t h e c u l t u r a l l e v e l , p r o v i d e 
t h e p e o p l e w i t h e d u c a t i o n , you t h e n c u r e human b e i n g s of t h e i r p r o -
p e n s i t y f o r v i o l e n c e . 



51. 

These n o t i o n s a r e myths which t h e p r o p h e t s of i n e v i t a b l e 
p r o g r e s s , of t h e 19th c e n t u r y and l a t e r , have pe r suaded many of u s 
t o a c c e p t . I t i s p r e c i s e l y th rough t h e u s e of r e a s o n , t h e s i f t i n g 
of much knowledge, t h a t some of t h e l e a d e r s i n movements of v i o -
l e n c e have come t o t h e l o g i c a l c o n c l u s i o n t h a t v i o l e n c e i s t h e i r 
on ly hope . 

T h i r d , i t seems to me t h a t t h e p o w e r f u l f o r c e s o p e r a -
t i v e i n shap ing t h e a t t i t u d e s s u p p o r t i n g v i o l e n c e a r e v e r y o f t e n 
l i n k e d t o f e e l i n g s of f r u s t r a t i o n and d e s p a i r . But t h o s e f e e l i n g s 
a r e somehow r e d i r e c t e d by some i n n e r c h e m i s t r y away f rom s u r r e n d e r 
and c o l l a p s e , towards a f o c u s of a f f i r m a t i o n of hope and a c t i o n . 
When we speak about p e o p l e be ing f r u s t r a t e d and d e s p a i r i n g — and 
many p e o p l e i n t h e world i n a l l k i n d s of s i t u a t i o n s f e e l f r u s t r a t e d 
and d e s p a i r i n g — we must r e c o g n i z e t h a t many of t h e s e p e o p l e b e -
come t o t a l l y a p a t h e t i c . Some undergo a k ind of p s y c h o l o g i c a l c o l -
l a p s e . But t h e p e o p l e who espouse v i o l e n c e a r e a g a i n and a g a i n 
p e o p l e who have somehow found a way to overcome t h e i n n e r compul-
s i o n s t o d e f e a t , t o s u r r e n d e r , and who make a new a f f i r m a t i o n , 
make a new l e a p of f a i t h . 

"No l o n g e r . " "We d o n ' t have t o . We c״ " a n . " "We w i l l . " 

These a r e t h e sounds of p s y c h o l o g i c a l b r e a k t h r o u g h as 
d e s p e r a t e peop l e b u r s t open t h e w a l l s of h o p e l e s s n e s s . And we 
ve ry much f a i l t o u n d e r s t a n d t h e a p p e a l t o v i o l e n c e i f we do n o t 
s ee how f o r many p e o p l e t h i s i s a k ind of r e g e n e r a t i o n , emot ion -
a l l y , p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y , even s p i r i t u a l l y . Some among t h o s e of us 
who l i v e on c o l l e g e campuses, I t h i n k , have had some e d u c a t i o n i n 
t h i s . Some of t h e most t e l l i n g , and i n a s e n s e p o i g n a n t d e s -
c r i p t i o n s of t h e r e a c t i o n s of some of t h e more ex t reme r a d i c a l s 
i n campus d i s o r d e r s have e x p r e s s e d themse lves i n p r e c i s e l y t h e s e 
te rms of p s y c h o l o g i c a l , one might a lmos t s a y , s p i r i t u a l o r p seudo -
r e l i g i o u s r e b i r t h as they sudden ly f o u n d , somehow, t h a t they no 
l o n g e r had t o d e s p a i r a s t hey t u r n e d t o a c t s of v i o l e n c e . 

I d e p l o r e t h i s . I t h i n k i t ' s an e r s a t z k ind of r e l i -
g ious c o n v e r s i o n . But t h e f a c t t h a t p e o p l e f e e l t h i s way has t o 
be t a k e n i n t o a c c o u n t . A r e c u r r i n g theme of t h e P a l e s t i n i a n s 
which you h e a r a g a i n and a g a i n i s , "We have been b e t r a y e d by t h e 
Uni ted N a t i o n s , we have been b e t r a y e d by t h e Grea t Powers , we 
have been b e t r a y e d by t h e Arab governments . There a r e none of 
t h e s e i n s t i t u t i o n s or t h e s e l e a d e r s who speak t o our n e e d s . And 
so we have been c a s t i n t o o u t e r d a r k n e s s . The wor ld w i l l no t 
h e a r u s . The world w i l l pay no a t t e n t i o n t o u s . T h e r e f o r e , we 
must t a k e now our d e s t i n y i n our own h a n d s , and w e ' r e going t o do 
t h i s . I f we have t o f i g h t , many of us w i l l have t o d i e . But 
e v e n t u a l l y we or our sons or our s o n ' s sons w i l l s o l v e t h i s p r o b -
lem, and we a r e going home!" 
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This i s t h e k ind of r h e t o r i c t h a t one h e a r s f rom 
P a l e s t i n i a n s i n t h e camps, P a l e s t i n i a n s i n t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n 
o f f i c e s . How much of t h i s r h e t o r i c t h e y r e a l l y b e l i e v e as a 
b a s i s f o r a p r a c t i c a l program i s d i f f i c u l t t o know, b u t t h i s 
i s t h e way they f e e l . And c e r t a i n l y by coming to f e e l t h i s 
way, t o t a l k themse lves i n t o t h i s mood, they have been a b l e 
t o overcome i n some measure t h e i r own s e n s e of d e s p a i r . 

F o u r t h , f o r some, p e r h a p s f o r many, v i o l e n c e i s a way 
of coping w i t h a p e r s o n a l i d e n t i t y c r i s i s . In a s o c i e t y t h a t 
i s b r e a k i n g up , i n a wor ld caught up i n a c c e l e r a t i n g change 
eve ryone , p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e young, has d i f f i c u l t y d e c i d i n g 
e x a c t l y who he i s . How does he d e f i n e h i m s e l f , what a r e h i s 
v a l u e s ? What a r e t h e t h i n g s t o which he can r e l a t e h i m s e l f , 
and what a r e t h e t h i n g s to which he i s w i l l i n g t o g i v e , i f 
n e c e s s a r y , h i s whole l i f e . 

Again , t h o s e of us who l i v e and work on c o l l e g e campuses 
a r e v e r y much aware of t h e c o n t i n u i n g problems of you th i d e n t i t y . 
And w h i l e t h i s p a r t i c u l a r p s y c h o l o g i c a l j a r g o n pe rhaps g e t s a b i t 
s t a l e and i r r i t a t i n g a t t i m e s , t h e r e i s a r e a l i t y h e r e w i t h which 
we have t o cope . In my own c a s u a l o b s e r v a t i o n s w i t h g u e r r i l l a 
g r o u p s , w i t h s t u d e n t s of Arab u n i v e r s i t i e s , i t has seemed to me 
t h a t t hey e x p e r i e n c e much t h e same k ind of p s y c h o l o g i c a l i d e n t i t y 
c r i s e s t h a t a r e t o be found among our own s t u d e n t s on American 
campuses, and more. As they s e e t h e breakup of t h e s o c i e t i e s 
f rom which they come, as they s ee a f a l l i n g away from t h e v a l u e s 
and s t a n d a r d s and Idea s of t h e i r p a r e n t s and of t h e community, a s 
they become i n c r e a s i n g l y d i s i l l u s i o n e d about what t h e o l d e r g e n e r a -
t i o n and t h e o l d forms of s o c i e t y had t o o f f e r , they push h a r d e r 
t h a n ever t o t r y to f i n d themse lves w i t h i n some new framework. 

P a r t of t h e i r p rob lem, and p a r t of t h e problem they h e l p 
to b r i n g upon t h e Middle E a s t , i s t h e problem of d e f i n i n g who 
t h e y a r e : t e s t i n g t h e i r powers , p r o v i n g t h e i r c o u r a g e , a f f i r m i n g 
t h e i r manhood. This i s one of t h e deep and dark problems w i t h 
which a l l p e o p l e must w r e s t l e , and r e g a r d i n g which we have to 
make some judgment w i t h r e s p e c t t o p o l i t i c a l l e a d e r s even i n 
s o p h i s t i c a t e d and developed c o u n t r i e s . 

F i f t h , a n o t h e r i n s i g h t which seems to have come th rough 
t o me i s t h i s : t h a t v i o l e n c e p r o v i d e s f o r many, most i m p o r t a n t l y , 
an e scape f rom h u m i l i a t i o n . So many of t h e peop le who r e s o r t t o 
v i o l e n c e a r e p e o p l e who have come to t h e c o n c l u s i o n , r i g h t l y o r 
wrong ly , " t h a t , t h e y ' do n o t t a k e me s e r i o u s l y , and I w i l l make 
' t h e m ' t a k e me s e r i o u s l y . 'They ' i g n o r e me, I w i l l compel ' t h em ' 
to s ee me and r e s p e c t me . " 
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This a g a i n i s one of t h e q u e s t i o n s t h a t comes up 
over and over and over a g a i n w i t h r e s p e c t t o t h e P a l e s t i n i a n s . 
At t h e v e r y bot tom of t h e i r r a g e a g a i n s t t h e w o r l d , t h e i r r a g e 
a g a i n s t t h e I s r a e l i s , t h e i r r a g e a g a i n s t t h e Arab governments 
i s t h e i r f e e l i n g t h a t t h e wor ld i s n o t t a k i n g and has n o t t a k e n 
us s e r i o u s l y . This f e e l i n g i s conf i rmed and r e - e n f o r c e d by 
many of t h e t h i n g s which we i n t h e r e s t of t h e wor ld do , which 
a l l of t h e governments t r y i n g t o i n v o l v e themse lves i n t h i s 
a r e a and i t s problems have done. 

The ve ry f a c t t h a t UN r e s o l u t i o n 242 makes no men-
t i o n of t h e P a l e s t i n i a n s excep t a s quo te t h e r e f u g e e problem 
unquote i s t o most P a l e s t i n i a n s who t h i n k much about i t and 
say a n y t h i n g about i t , a k ind of i n s u l t . And one of t h e r e a s o n s 
so many of them a r e opposed t o t h e UN r e s o l u t i o n 242, I am c o n -
v i n c e d , i s n o t j u s t d i s a g r e e m e n t w i t h t h e s u b s t a n t i v e p r o p o s a l s 
of t h a t r e s o l u t i o n . I t h i n k many of them would a c c e p t them. 
But they r e j e c t t h e whole t h i n g ou t of hand because t h e 
P a l e s t i n i a n s a r e n o t , somehow, p lugged i n t o t h e p r o c e s s . 

How they can be p lugged i n i s one of t h e most d i f f i -
c u l t , b a f f l i n g q u e s t i o n s b e f o r e u s . But I , f o r one , have a 
deep c o n v i c t i o n w e ' l l g e t no where u l t i m a t e l y u n t i l t h e 
P a l e s t i n i a n s a r e made s e r i o u s l y , s i g n i f i c a n t l y , and w i t h r e s p e c t , 
p a r t i e s t o t h i s s e a r c h f o r some s o l u t i o n . And I would say t h a t 
i f w e ' r e go ing t o move ou t of t h e p r e s e n t s t a l e m a t e t h a t w e ' r e 
i n , t h e r e ' s going t o have t o be some new i n i t i a t i v e s on t h e 
p a r t — l e t me be v e r y s p e c i f i c abou t t h i s — on t h e p a r t of 
I s r a e l and t h e Uni ted S t a t e s t o f i n d some way t o r e c o g n i z e t h e 
e x i s t e n c e of t h e P a l e s t i n i a n s and t o g i v e them some e n c o u r a g e -
ment t o f i n d ways t o c o n c e r t t h e i r v o i c e s , and t o be h e a r d . 

And i t does no good f o r t h e l e a d e r of a s t a t e i nvo lved 
i n t h i s c o n f l i c t t o make s p e e c h e s , a s has been done on more t h a n 
one o c c a s i o n , s a y i n g , "Who a r e t h e P a l e s t i n i a n s ? They do n o t 
e x i s t , t h e r e i s no such n a t i o n . " These a r e c o u n t e r - p r o d u c t i v e 
i n s u l t s which f u r t h e r f a n t h e f i r e s of r e s e n t m e n t and h a t r e d 
and d e s i r e f o r r e v e n g e . 

S i x t h , I have been p u z z l i n g about a c e r t a i n b i o -
p s y c h o l o g i c a l f a c t o r t h a t seems t o r e l a t e t o v i o l e n c e , and 
I b e l i e v e has r e l e v a n c e to v i o l e n c e i n t h e Middle E a s t . As a 
n o n - s c i e n t i f i c layman I am i n t r i g u e d by some of t h e l a b o r a t o r y 
r e s e a r c h b e i n g done on t h e e f f e c t s of overcrowding on a n i m a l s . 
Th i s has t o do w i th t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p of overcrowding t o h o s t i l i t y , 
a g g r e s s i o n and v i o l e n c e . 
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The b i o l o g i s t s , a s you know, have been s t u d y i n g f o r 
s e v e r a l y e a r s t h e e f f e c t s of overcrowding on r a t s and monkeys and 
v a r i o u s o t h e r a n i m a l s . What they f i n d i s ve ry i m p r e s s i v e , about 
t h e way i n wh ich , when you i n c r e a s e t h e d e n s i t y of t h e p o p u l a t i o n , 
when you r e d u c e t h e f i e l d w i t h i n which, an animal has some s e n s e of 
f r eedom, t h e i n d i v i d u a l r e a c t s w i t h i n c r e a s i n g w i t h d r a w a l , p l u s 
h o s t i l i t y , p l u s a g g r e s s i o n . In t i m e , t h e r e i s d i s i n t e r e s t i n 
f o o d ; i n t ime d i s i n t e r e s t even i n s e x . 

Wel l , t h e e t h o l o g i s t s , and o t h e r s c i e n t i s t s who a r e 
s t u d y i n g t h e s e p rob lems , a r e wonder ing i f t h e r e a r e n ' t some 
v e r y r e a l l e s s o n s f o r us i n t h e s e s t u d i e s of animal b e h a v i o r f o r 
t h e human f a m i l y . As one looks a t t h e problems of t h e g h e t t o 
slums of New York and Chicago and e l s e w h e r e , and as we look a t 
t h e problems of t h e crowded r e f u g e e camps, I wonder i f we d o n ' t 
have t o t a k e i n t o account t h e p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t p a r t of t h e s o u r c e 
of v i o l e n c e must be found i n t h i s f a i r l y s imp le b i o l o g i c a l -
s o c i o l o g i c a l f a c t o r of ove rc rowding . 

Anyone of us who has s p e n t any t ime i n some of t h e s e 
m i s e r a b l y overcrowded Arab r e f u g e e camps cannot h e l p bu t wonder 
whe the r t h i s k i n d of r e s e a r c h b e i n g done i n t h e q u i e t of American 
and European u n i v e r s i t y r e s e a r c h l a b o r a t o r i e s d o e s n ' t have some-
t h i n g t o say about t h e inhumani ty of t h e shabby , overcrowded, 
r e f u g e e camps. I t i s f rom t h e s e camps, as we s e e a g a i n and a g a i n , 
t h a t some of t h e most v i o l e n t members of t h e v i o l e n t groups have 
come. 

I n t h e nex t p l a c e , I ' v e been l ed t o t h i n k more and more 
about t h e o v e r a l l mys t ique of v i o l e n c e as an e s s e n t i a l f o r s o c i a l 
change . Many of t h o s e who a r e caught up i n r e v o l u t i o n a r y move-
ments t h r o u g h o u t t h e w o r l d , and c e r t a i n l y t h o s e caught up i n t h e 
commando movements i n t h e Arab w o r l d , have been bemused by t h e 
romance of r e v o l u t i o n , have adopted t h e Utopian t h i n k i n g and t h e 
U top ian r h e t o r i c of many p a s t and contemporary r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s . 
One of t h e t h i n g s which we o b v i o u s l y l a c k , i t seems t o me, f o r 
our t i m e , t h e k ind of s o c i a l i n v e n t i o n somebody ought t o h e l p 
c r e a t e , i s a new model f o r r e v o l u t i o n . 

Th i s i s a s i l l y k i n d of s t a t e m e n t t o make, I s u p p o s e , 
b u t i n one s e n s e I t h i n k i t g e t s t o t h e h e a r t of t h e q u e s t i o n . 
So many of t h e p e o p l e who a r e t r y i n g t o change t h e world a r e 
t r y i n g t o change i t i n te rms of o ld and outmoded i d e a s , con-
c e p t s , p a t t e r n s of b e h a v i o r , economic and s o c i a l mode ls , and 
outmoded r h e t o r i c . Here i s one of t h e d e s p e r a t e needs i n t h i s 
s i t u a t i o n , because we know t h a t change has got t o come, d r a s t i c 
change has go t t o come; r e v o l u t i o n i s i n t h e works . But what k ind 
of r e v o l u t i o n ? By what means, under what l e a d e r s h i p ? And t o what 
end? 
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A l l too o f t e n t h e l e a d e r s of contemporary r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
movements seem so caught up i n t h e m y s t i q u e of v i o l e n c e t h a t t h e y 
do n o t c l e a r l y s e e what f o r c e s they a r e u n l e a s h i n g upon t h e w o r l d . 

E i g h t h , t h e r e i s , of c o u r s e , i n t h e p a t t e r n of v i o l e n c e , 
among t h e p e o p l e who r e s o r t t o v i o l e n c e , a d e s p e r a t e hunger f o r 
some e f f e c t i v e means of communicat ion. Communication w i t h an un -
s e e i n g and unhea r ing w o r l d . I g a t h e r t h a t my c o l l e a g u e s on t h i s 
p a n e l a r e going to deve lop t h i s theme. I t h i n k i t i s one of t h e 
most i m p o r t a n t ones f o r us t o c o n s i d e r : v i o l e n c e as a means of 
communicat ion, v i o l e n c e as a s u b s t i t u t e f o r o t h e r means of com-
m u n i c a t i o n . 

And then f i n a l l y , I would say t h a t as I have r e f l e c t e d 
on t h e s e q u e s t i o n s and t r i e d t o f i n d some u n d e r s t a n d i n g of t h e 
phenomena of v i o l e n c e i n t h e M i d e a s t , I have ga ined a renewed, 
pe rhaps a t t imes shaky b e l i e f , a growing c o n v i c t i o n t h a t w i t h 
some w i t , some wisdom, some g o o d w i l l , an e scape from v i o l e n c e can 
be found and must be found . I a f f i r m , r e l u c t a n t l y p e r h a p s , t h a t 
up t o a p o i n t v i o l e n c e may work. I ndeed , v i o l e n c e seems t o have 
proved t h a t i t can produce some b e n e f i t , some r e d r e s s of g r i e v a n c e , 
which i s n o t p o s s i b l e or seems n o t t o have been p o s s i b l e by o t h e r 
means. 

Yet v i o l e n c e i s a w a s t i n g a s s e t . I t can t o o e a s i l y 
become t h e end i t s e l f . I t t o o e a s i l y f a l l s I n t o t h e hands of 
t h e most c a l l o u s e d , t h e most b r u t a l . I t i s n o t , i n t h e long r u n , 
a p r o d u c t i v e i n s t r u m e n t f o r t h e c o n s t r u c t i v e k i n d of change t h a t 
we s e e k . 

I c l o s e by a f f i r m i n g t o you , a s an i n d i v i d u a l g r o p i n g 
Quaker , t h a t man d e s e r v e s and i s c a p a b l e of f i n d i n g a b e t t e r way 
ou t of h i s d i f f i c u l t i e s , even i n so b i t t e r and complex an a r e a 
as t h e Middle E a s t , t h a n v i o l e n c e . But we w i l l n o t come t o t h e 
p o i n t where we can e scape from t h e t r a p of v i o l e n c e u n t i l we come 
t o some g r e a t e r u n d e r s t a n d i n g , some g r e a t e r compass ion , some g r e a t e r 
toughness of t h i n k i n g about why t h e v i o l e n c e e x i s t s i n t h e f i r s t 
p l a c e , and what a r e t h e p r a c t i c a l s t e p s t h a t must be t a k e n t o g e t 
ou t of t h a t p a t t e r n of v i o l e n c e . 



56. 

THE PHENOMENON OF VIOLENCE 

Ivene Gendzier 

I want t o t e l l you some of my t h o u g h t s about a man 
who was r e l e v a n t t o A l g e r i a n s , and i s r e l e v a n t t o d a y , t o P a l e s t i n -
i a n s and t o American b l a c k s ; a man who somehow f i t s i n , i n a 
v e r y p a r a d o x i c a l way, i n t h i s whole q u e s t i o n of v i o l e n c e . I am 
speak ing of F r a n t z Fanon. 

I suppose h e ' s p r o b a b l y much l e s s Impor t an t a s an i n d l -
v i d u a l t h a n f o r what he r e p r e s e n t s . He has been a s s o c i a t e d w i t h 
t h e m y s t i q u e of v i o l e n c e , and one can f i n d words i n h i s t e x t s 
t h a t c o n f i r m t h i s v i ew . But I t h i n k i f one b e g i n s w i t h t h i s con-
e l u s i o n , one r i s k s l o s i n g t h e e s s e n c e of t h e man ' s message . I 
a g r e e w i t h Dr . B o i l i n g . The i s s u e i s no t v i o l e n c e . The i s s u e 
i s c o n d i t i o n s t h a t make i t p o s s i b l e , d e s i r a b l e , and , p e r h a p s , 
i n e v i t a b l e . 

Speaking and w r i t i n g from A l g e r i a , Fanon s a i d , i r o n -
i c a l l y u s i n g words on ly as an i n t e l l e c t u a l can — a c a t e g o r y he 
d e s p i s e d — was t h a t v i o l e n c e i s no t t h e r e ( i n A l g e r i a , on ly ) 
i t ' s h e r e , i n t h e West . The v i o l e n c e d o e s n ' t come from t h e 
E a s t , i t ' s a l s o i n t h e West . V io l ence i s n o t a s o u r c e of d e a t h , 
i t ' s a way to approach l i f e . V i o l e n c e i s n o t an a l t e r n a t i v e t o 
d i a l o g u e , t h e r e i s no d i a l o g u e . I t ' s a d i a l o g u e of t h e d e a f , 
and where t h e r e ' s a d i a l o g u e of t h e d e a f , sooner or l a t e r t h a t 
b a r r i e r i s b r o k e n . 

He was n o t a p o l i t i c a l man i n t h e s e n s e t h a t he 
never h e l d power. He was supremely i r r e s o n s i b l e , which i s p r o b -
a b l y t h e i d e a l p o s i t i o n t o be i n . No government could t o l e r a t e 
h im, no government , f o r t u n a t e l y , had t o t o l e r a t e him v e r y l o n g , 
b e c a u s e he c a l l e d f o r a k ind of c o n s i s t e n t and c o n s t a n t s e l f 
c r i t i c i s m , l u c i d i t y , t h a t none of us could a c c e p t f o r any l e n g t h 
of t i m e . 

F a n o n ' s message has been mingled w i t h t h a t of t h e 
A l g e r i a n r e v o l u t i o n and t h e FLN, a l though he was n o t f rom 
A l g e r i a , he was from M a r t i n i q u e , a man who " found" h i m s e l f , as 
we would s a y , i n A l g e r i a . He s u f f e r e d from c r i s e s f o r which 
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p s y c h i a t r i s t s would have names. We would have cu red him, a d a p t e d 
him and adopted him i n a s p e c i a l p l a c e i n which we pu t such 
p e o p l e . 

A l l t h a t may be c o r r e c t . I t ' s a l s o p r o f o u n d l y i r r e l e -
v a n t , b e c a u s e f rom h i s own s i t u a t i o n , choos ing t o remain i n a c t i v e 
excep t by words , he was a b l e t o speak t o p e o p l e and f o r p e o p l e , 
t o whom he made a g r e a t d e a l of s e n s e — v e r y t r o u b l i n g s e n s e . 
He recommended t h e c a t h a r t i c of v i o l e n c e , and a l l t h e pa r adoxes 
t h a t f o l l o w from t h i s c o n c e p t i o n , a s ev idenced i n Kenya and i n 
h i s v iew, i n A l g e r i a . Here was a man who loved l i f e and who 
p reached v i o l e n c e ; who h a t e d words and used so many; who l o a t h e d 
F rance and t h e West and America and a l l t h a t t h e c a p i t a l i s t West 
s t ood f o r ; b u t who could a l s o r e c o g n i z e t h a t i n t h i s w o r l d , w h i l e 
we s t i l l l i v e on on ly one p l a n e t , one must c o l l a b o r a t e . 

He was moved c e r t a i n l y by a k ind of e x i s t e n t i a l wish t o 
deny t h e u l t i m a t e i n j u s t i c e : h i s own d e a t h . And he w r o t e h i s most 
p o w e r f u l book when he knew he was d y i n g . Yet t h o s e p e o p l e who 
r ead h i s books igno red t h i s f a c t w h i l e r e c o g n i z i n g t h a t t hey were 
dying themse lves i n some way t h a t was comparable t o h i s agony . 
What Fanon saw and s u f f e r e d , t h e n , was i n t e n s i f i e d by h i s p e r -
s o n a l e x p e r i e n c e . I emphasize t h i s b e c a u s e we t a l k about t h e 
i d e n t i t y c r i s i s . Everyone has i t — t h e r e a r e i n s t i t u t i o n s t h a t 
s t u d y i t , and once we 've d i s p o s e d of i t , we r e c o v e r and become 
n i c e , s a n e , complete and i d e n t i f i e d . But i t would be a g r e a t 
m i s t a k e t o assume t h a t Fanon ' s c r i s i s , which i s a c r i s i s common 
t o many men, was n o t h i n g more than a misguided s t r e a m of p o o r l y 
c o n t r o l l e d emot ions . 

Born i n M a r t i n i q u e , Fanon went to A l g e r i a a f t e r hav ing 
l i v e d and s t u d i e d i n F r a n c e . He saw t h a t t h e p a t h of s i l e n c e of 
t h e c o l o n i z e d world was f a l s e ; t h a t i t was n o t s i l e n t , t h a t i t 
was n o t " n o n - v i o l e n t , " t h a t i t was n o t p e a c e f u l o r peace l o v i n g . 
I t was mere ly p a c i f i e d . He r e c o g n i z e d t h e r e was some c l o s e i d e n t i t y 
between t h e v i o l e n c e of t h o s e i n power and t h e mood, t h e contem-
p o r a r y mood, t h e t e n s i o n , t h a t c u r i o u s s t i l l n e s s which he found i n 
A l g e r i a i t s e l f . 

I n t h i s dichotomy between c o l o n i z e r and c o l o n i z e d , 
oppressed and o p p r e s s o r , he found a fo rmu la t h a t he t r a n s f e r r e d 
from h i s e x p e r i e n c e i n M a r t i n i q u e t o h i s e x p e r i e n c e i n F r a n c e . 
I t a p p l i e d t o Jews , i t a p p l i e d to b l a c k s , i t a p p l i e d t o A l g e r i a n s . 
The i d e a c a u g h t . He was n o t t h e f i r s t t o p r e s e n t i t , and he h a s 
c e r t a i n l y n o t been t h e l a s t t o b r o a d c a s t i t . 
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But he t r a n s l a t e d i t i n a v e r y e f f e c t i v e way. He 
w r o t e of t h e Manichean q u a l i t y of t h i s c o l o n i z e d w o r l d , t h e 
t h i r d w o r l d . He wro te of t h e d i v i s i o n between t h e wor ld of 
power and t h e wor ld of t h e p o w e r l e s s ; t h e d i v i s i o n between 
t h o s e who impose and t h o s e who a c c e p t . He found a way of 
e x p r e s s i n g i t t h a t was r e c o g n i z e d and he d i d n o t s t o p t h e r e . 

What he urged was t h a t t h e p o w e r l e s s n e s s n o t become 
impo tence , and i n o r d e r t o p r e v e n t t h i s he recommended v i o l e n c e . 
Al though he was n o t a man who had much l o v e f o r t h e chu rch , t h e 
synagogue o r t h e mosque, h i s l anguage i s f u l l of a s p i r i t of 
t h e Apoca lypse , of a l l t h o s e t h i n g s one a s s o c i a t e s w i t h t h e 
u l t i m a t e l e g i t i m a t e s o u r c e of goodness and t r u t h . And I s u p -
pose t h a t one has t o remember a t a l l t imes t h a t he w r o t e i n 
a c o u n t r y a t wa r . And he spoke n o t t o p r o f e s s o r s , i n t e l l e c -
t u a l s , and p o l i t i c i a n s . He spoke , even i f on ly i n h i s i m a g i -
n a t i o n , t o t h o s e who were o u t s i d e t h e h a l l s and would never 
come i n , even i f they had t h e c h o i c e . 

The t h i r d wor ld s e e s i t s e l f and i d e n t i f i e s w i t h 
t h a t m a r g i n a l man, w i t h t h e o u t s i d e r who has f o r so long been 
i g n o r e d , as Dr . B o i l i n g s a i d a moment ago i n r e f e r e n c e t o t h e 
P a l e s t i n i a n s . 

Fanon u n d e r s t o o d t h a t v i o l e n c e was a mad f o l l y , 
t h a t spon taneous combust ion i n t h e end would d e s t r o y t h o s e 
who p r a c t i c e d i t . He r i s k e d recommending i t because he 
t hough t t h a t t h e r e was no c h o i c e . I t i s a c o n c l u s i o n t o 
which o t h e r s had a l s o come. 

For him a l l l i f e was s t r u g g l e . Perhaps t h i s i s a 
key f o r an u n d e r s t a n d i n g of Fanon and f o r our own s i t u a t i o n . 
But one must a s k : I s a l l s t r u g g l e p h y s i c a l l y v i o l e n t ? I s 
a l l r e v o l u t i o n a r y s t r u g g l e , s t r u g g l e on t h e b a t t l e f i e l d ? 
Fanon d i s c u s s e d t h i s . I t i s , u n f o r t u n a t e l y , n o t t h i s p a r t of 
h i s work which has been t a k e n up by t h o s e who r e a d h i s books . 

What Fanon r e p r e s e n t e d , t h e n , was a l u c i d , i m p o l i t e , 
i n d i s c r e e t , unwanted b u t r e q u i r e d expose of how one l i v e s 
i n d i v i d u a l l y and c o l l e c t i v e l y . What he wro te about so d e f i -
a n t l y was t h e h y p o c r i s y of government p r o p o s i t i o n s , s u g g e s t i o n s , 
o f f e r s i n t h e wor ld he knew, t h a t of A l g e r i a and F rance a t wa r . 
What he o f f e r e d t o h i s contemporary m i l i t a n t s was t h e c h a l l e n g e 
of s e l f - c o n s c i o u s n e s s . And what he wanted was to d i s c o v e r some 
means whereby t h e masses cou ld a c h i e v e p o l i t i c a l s e l f - c o n s c i o u s -
n e s s . 
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He e l a b o r a t e d many d o c t r i n e s . The c a t h a r t i c of 
v i o l e n c e i s t h e one t h a t has become, u n f o r t u n a t e l y , most 
p o p u l a r . I t i s a t r o u b l i n g d o c t r i n e which one must n o t c e a s e 
t o q u e s t i o n i n d e p e n d e n t l y of i t s a u t h o r . But Fanon i s a l s o 
t h e man who speaks f o r a l l t h o s e i n d i v i d u a l s and movements 
who a r e i n a s t a t e of r e s i s t a n c e i n a p o l i t i c a l and e x i s t e n -
t i a l s e n s e . He advoca ted r e s i s t a n c e a s a s t e p i n knowing, 
b e i n g , moving. I t i s n ' t s u r p r i s i n g , a s I s a i d b e f o r e , t h a t 
no government , even t h e government t h a t b u r i e d him and 
acc la imed him could t o l e r a t e him a l i v e . Because he r e p r e -
s e n t e d t h e k ind of d i s q u i e t i n g s e a r c h t h a t no e s t a b l i s h m e n t 
could long t o l e r a t e . But Fanon was a man whom we p r o d u c e d . 
We of t h e Western w o r l d . This mad man who loved t h e p r o s p e c t 
of t h i s d e a t h to end d e a t h , who l i v e d i n a t e r r o r of dying 
h i m s e l f , and who, f o r t h e u l t i m a t e i r o n y , a s Jo seph Alsop 
seems t o f i n d no end of j o y i n t e l l i n g u s , d i e d i n t h e arms 
of t h e CIA h e r e i n Washington, t h i s man and a l l h i s n e g a t i o n s 
and a l l h i s anger and a l l h i s r a g e , was a man demanding to be 
h e a r d . But what he produced was n o t h i n g more t h a n an agon ized 
s t a t e m e n t f o r t h o s e who cannot speak and f o r whom he chose to 
s p e a k . 

The f a i l u r e of a Fanon was to show us a way ou t of 
t h e impasse . And t h e danger of a Fanon was t h a t he advoca ted 
t h e k ind of t o t a l commitment which r e s u l t s i n p o l a r i z a t i o n 
and makes p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n v i r t u a l l y i m p o s s i b l e . I t seems t o 
me t h a t p e o p l e l i k e us have t o f i n d a way t o l e g i t i m a t e t h e 
o t h e r o p t i o n , t h e o t h e r c h o i c e : t o a d v o c a t e change and r a d i c a l 
r e f o r m bu t n o t a t t h e expense of a l l l i v e s . 

F i n a l l y , pe rhaps t h e most memorable a s p e c t of 
F a n o n ' s message i s n o t t h a t h i s words have become p o p u l a r 
among t h e P a l e s t i n i a n g u e r r i l l a s , t h e P a n t h e r s , or even t h a t 
he was h e a r d by t h e FLN. What i s i m p o r t a n t i s t h a t he t a l k s 
t o us about u s , about our p a r t of t h e wor ld and our k i n d of 
p e o p l e , mysel f i n c l u d e d , who f a l l I n t o t h a t c a t e g o r y of p o t e n -
t i a l a b u s e r s of t h e word. 
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VIOLENCE OR DIALOGUE IN ARAB-ISRAEL RELATIONS 

Don Revetz 

As t h e number of h a p l e s s v i c t i m s drawn i n t o t h e w h i r l -
p o o l of Middle Eas t c o n f l i c t i n c r e a s e s and i n c r e a s e s , as 
p o s s i b i l i t i e s of d i a l o g u e seem more and more obscured and 
i n c i d e n t s of v i o l e n c e grow by g a r g a n t u a n p r o p o r t i o n s , one 
i s tempted t o t h i n k of l o s t o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r p e a c e , a g a i n s t 
t h e background of v i o l e n c e t h a t ha s c h a r a c t e r i z e d t h e h a l f 
c e n t u r y of c o n f l i c t between t h e Jewish and P a l e s t i n e Arab 
n a t i o n a l i s t movements. 

Both movements, so c l o s e l y a t t a c h e d t o t h e c i t y of 
p e a c e , were bo rn i n v i o l e n c e . The i r o n y of h i s t o r y i s t h a t 
t h e v i o l e n c e t h a t was t u r n e d a g a i n s t them by o t h e r s , t hey t u r n e d 
a g a i n s t each o t h e r . 

J ewi sh n a t i o n a l i s m , e x p r e s s e d i n t h e Z i o n i s t move-
men t , was i n l a r g e measure a p r o d u c t of v i o l e n t Russ ian a n t l -
s emi t l sm which s e n t t h e p e o p l e w i t h o u t a l and i n s e a r c h of 
a l a n d w i t h o u t a p e o p l e . I t was t h e v i o l e n t French a n t i - s e m i -
t i s m of t h e Dreyfus a f f a i r t h a t i g n i t e d t h e f i r s t s p a r k s of 
p a s s i o n a t e J ewi sh c o n s c i o u s n e s s i n Theodore H e r z l , who formed 
t h e concep t of t h e Jewish s t a t e and founded t h e Z i o n i s t move-
ment i n 1897. 

Arab s e l f awareness was a l s o g iven l i f e by Ottoman 
T u r k i s h r e p r e s s i o n i n t h e l a t e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , and by 
t h e T u r k i s h o n s l a u g h t a g a i n s t Arab p a t r i o t s du r ing World 
War I . The f i r s t world war p rov ided t h e occas ion f o r B r i t i s h 
i n t r u s i o n as t h e supposed b e n e f a c t o r of bo th n a t i o n a l move-
m e n t s , an i n t r u s i o n t h a t f a i l e d t o p r o v i d e f o r d i a l o g u e between 
t h e s e two n a t i o n a l g r o u p s , each of which soon came t o r e g a r d 
t h e o t h e r as an i n t r u d e r i n t h e c o u n t r y which each c la imed as 
i t s own. 
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Born through, v i o l e n c e of o t h e r s , t h e s e n a t i o n a l 
movements soon t u r n e d a g a i n s t each o t h e r , each i n f e a r t h a t 
i t s ve ry e x i s t e n c e was i m p e r i l l e d by t h e n a t i o n a l c la ims of 
i t s a n t a g o n i s t . Jewish n a t i o n a l i s t s soon d i s c o v e r e d t h a t 
P a l e s t i n e was n o t , i n t h e words of H e r z l , a l and w i t h o u t a 
p e o p l e a w a i t i n g a p e o p l e w i t h o u t a l a n d . I t s Arab i n h a b i t a n t s 
were l i v e and r e a l , w i t h t h e i r own a s p i r a t i o n s and c l a i m s , and 
p a s s i o n a t e d e s i r e s f o r i ndependence . P a l e s t i n e ' s A r a b s , f e a r -
ing t h e r i s i n g t i d e of immigra t ion t h a t i n c r e a s e d t h e Jewish 
p o p u l a t i o n t e n f o l d w i t h i n a q u a r t e r of a c e n t u r y , and s e e i n g 
Jewish a s p i r a t i o n s deve lop from homeland t o n a t i o n a l s t a t e , 
were i n t e r e s t e d l e s s i n d i a l o g u e t h a n i n stemming t h e t i d e , 
w i t h f o r c e i f n e c e s s a r y . I n i t i a l a t t e m p t s a t d i a l o g u e , such 
as t h e Weismann-Feisa l t a l k s , were f u t i l e s i n c e t h e good s e n t i -
ments of p a r t i c i p a n t s i n t h e t a l k s were neve r channeled i n t o 
c r e a t i v e p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n . I n s t e a d m i s t r u s t f e d upon m i s t r u s t 
making P a l e s t i n e i n t o a b a t t l e f i e l d between Arab and Jewish 
m i l i t a n t s and t h e i r B r i t i s h b e n e f a c t o r s . 

I t was t h e v i o l e n c e of o t h e r s , t h a t t u r n e d t h e con-
f l i c t i n P a l e s t i n e i n t o a f u l l - s c a l e c i v i l war d u r i n g t h e 
1 9 3 0 ' s . As European r e p r e s s i o n of Jews grew from s c a t t e r e d 
i n c i d e n t s i n Poland t o l i q u i d a t i o n i n German and Nazi occupied 
Europe , Jewish a n x i e t y and d e t e r m i n a t i o n f o r s u r v i v a l i n c r e a s e d 
p r e s s u r e s f o r l a r g e - s c a l e immigra t ion t o P a l e s t i n e , and P a l e s -
t i n e ' s i nd igenous Arabs fo re saw t h e s p e c t r e of becoming a m i n o r i t y 
i n t h e i r own homeland. Arab f e a r s , f ed on t h e Jewish p a s s i o n 
f o r s u r v i v a l , e r u p t e d i n t o a n a t i o n wide Arab r e v o l t a g a i n s t 
Z i o n i s t n a t i o n a l i s m and B r i t i s h o c c u p a t i o n . 

There were a t t e m p t s a t d i a l o g u e th rough t h i s p e r i o d . 
Only r e c e n t l y I was r e r e a d i n g a now h i s t o r i c a l document pub-
l i s h e d i n J e r u s a l e m d u r i n g 1947 by M a r t i n Buber , Judah Magnes 
and E r n e s t Simon. C a l l e d Towards Union i״ , n P a l e s t i n e -
Essays on Zionism and Arab-Jewish C o o p e r a t i o n , " t h e book i s 
by no means a n t i - Z i o n i s t and c e r t a i n l y n o t a n t i - s e m i t i c . One 
of t h e e s s a y s by Nathan H o f s h i , an e a r l y Z i o n i s t s e t t l e r , and 
a p a c i f i s t r e c a l l s some of t h e a t t e m p t s a t d i a l o g u e . Let 
t h o s e who want t o know about them, he reminds u s , read i n 
M e d z i n i ' s Ten Years of P o l i t i c s 

"of t h e Jewish-Arab c o n f e r e n c e which was t o t a k e p l a c e 
i n Lebanon i n 1913, b u t was p r e v e n t e d by our l e a d e r s on 
t h e ground t h a t " I t i s no t n e c e s s a r y , t h e Government i s 
on our s i d e . " Le t them read of t h e e n e r g e t i c warning 
g iven by one of t h e Arab l e a d e r s i n r e p l y t o our r e f u s a l . 
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F u r t h e r , l e t them read t h e d e t a i l s of t h e p l a n which was 
a c c e p t e d I n 1919 by King F e i s a l , t h e p a n - S y r i a n Congress 
and t h e l e a d e r s of t h e P a l e s t i n e I s t i k l a l p a r t y . This 
p l a n , which was e x c e l l e n t i n a l l r e s p e c t s , e s p e c i a l l y 
i n r e s p e c t of f r e e J e w i s h immigra t ion i n t o P a l e s t i n e was 
r e j e c t e d by t h e "Commission of D e l e g a t e s " of t h e then 
Z i o n i s t l e a d e r s h i p , who were a c t u a t e d by contempt f o r t h e 
Arab movement and by f a i t h i n our power i n Europe and 
America . S ince t h e n , t h e r e have been f u r t h e r o p p o r t u n i -
t i e s , e s p e c i a l l y i n 1928 and a g a i n i n 1930. And then i n 
1936 — i n t h e m i d s t of t h e t e r r i b l e d i s t u r b a n c e s — an 
agreement was proposed g r a n t i n g 30 ,000 Jewish immigrants 
a n n u a l l y f o r t h e n e x t t e n y e a r s . This p r o p o s a l , t o o , 
was t u r n e d down, s i n c e our n a t i o n a l " p r e s t i g e " demanded 
e v e r y t h i n g o r n o t h i n g . And i t was thus t h a t we paved t h e 
way f o r t h e " P a t r i a , " t h e "Struma" and s i m i l a r t r a g e d i e s . . 
Even i n r e c e n t y e a r s , t h e r e were v a r i o u s i m p o r t a n t p r o p o s a l s , 
as r e c o r d e d by B. Rabinowi tz i n "Zionism and t h e Arabs" 
and t h e pamphlet " B a n a t i v " (On t h e P a t h ) , b o t h p u b l i s h e d 
i n Hebrew by t h e League f o r Jewish-Arab C o o p e r a t i o n . The 
l a s t Arab o f f e r , a s r e c o r d e d by ' 1 B a n a t i v , " was submi t t ed 
t o t h e Jewish Agency i n t h e b e g i n n i n g of 1943 th rough 
t h e League f o r Jewish-Arab C o o p e r a t i o n , t h e main p o i n t s 
b e i n g as f o l l o w s : 

1) P a l e s t i n e t o be a b i - n a t i o n a l S t a t e . 

2) J ewi sh immigra t ion t o b e k e p t w i t h i n such l i m i t s as 
t o e n a b l e t h e Jews t o r e a c h numer i ca l p a r i t y w i t h t h e 
Arabs i n t h e c o u r s e of some y e a r s . (This p a r a g r a p h 
meant t h e immigra t ion of 700,000 p e r s o n s i n t h e v e r y 
n e a r f u t u r e . ) No d e c i s i o n t o be made r e g a r d i n g immi-
g r a t i o n a f t e r p a r i t y ha s been r e a c h e d . 

3) B i - n a t i o n a l P a l e s t i n e t o j o i n a f e d e r a t i o n of t h e 
n e i g h b o u r i n g c o u n t r i e s . " 

S h e r t o k r e j e c t e d t h e Arab o f f e r , i t b e i n g " c o n t r a r y 
t o t h e f i x e d p o l i c y of t h e Jewish Agency"! 

N e i t h e r Jews nor Arabs who advoca ted d i a l o g u e based 
on mutua l c o n c e s s i o n s and acknowledgement of mutua l r i g h t s i n 
t h e c o n t e s t e d l and f a r e d w e l l . J ewish advoca te s of n o n - v i o l e n c e 
were o f t e n o s t r a c i z e d i n t h e i r own community, a s they s t i l l 
a r e i f t h e y a d v o c a t e a n o n - v i o l e n t approach t o Arab-Jewish 
r e l a t i o n s ; and t h e few Arab a d v o c a t e s of peace w i t h r e c o g n i t i o n 
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of Jewish n a t i o n a l r i g h t s were p h y s i c a l l y i m p e r i l l e d , a s they 
a r e today f o r d a r i n g t o recommend a n o n - v i o l e n t approach t o 
t h e c o n f l i c t . 

I w e l l remember one of my l a s t v i s i t s w i t h Dr . Magnes 
and t h e deep gloom w i t h which he f aced t h e a l r e a d y s p o r a d i c 
opening of c o n f l i c t between Jews and Arabs a f t e r announcement 
of t h e p a r t i t i o n r e s o l u t i o n . One comment t h a t s t r u c k me was 
h i s concern about h i s few Arab f r i e n d s who s t i l l c lung p r e -
c a r i o u s l y t o t h e hope of p e a c e . One of h i s c l o s e Arab a s s o -
e l a t e s , a n o t a b l e of t h e H u s a i n i f a m i l y , had t o c u t o f f c o n t a c t 
a f t e r hav ing h i s s k u l l f r a c t u r e d by n a t i o n a l i s t t hugs because 
of c o o p e r a t i o n w i t h t h e Jews . 

Because of t h e growing d e t e r m i n a t i o n by b o t h t h e Arab 
and Jewi sh communit ies t o r e s o l v e t h e i r d i f f e r e n c e s once and 
f o r a l l , n o t by d i a l o g u e b u t by f o r c e , Magnes d e s p a i r e d t h a t 
peace would come. He f o r e s a w t h e over e s c a l a t i n g c y c l e of 
v i o l e n c e t h a t s i n c e t h o s e days has made t h r e e f u l l s c a l e wars 
and c o u n t l e s s b o r d e r s t r u g g l e s t h e a c c e p t e d form of Arab-
Jewish r e l a t i o n s h i p s . 

S ince then v i o l e n c e r a t h e r t h a n d i a l o g u e has indeed 
become t h e p a t t e r n , commonly accep ted by p a r t i s a n s of e i t h e r 
s i d e . One has only t o look a t t h e deep m i s t r u s t w i t h which 
b o t h I s r a e l and t h e Arab s t a t e s view any d i a l o g u e or s t e p s 
toward p e a c e . The now suspended c e a s e - f i r e was e n t e r e d i n t o 
only a f t e r t h e g r e a t e s t p r e s s u r e was e x e r t e d on t h e gove rn -
ments conce rned . And a t t h a t , t h e ve ry i d e a of peace caused 
p o l i t i c a l d i s r u p t i o n — w i t h i n I s r a e l when t h e m i l i t a n t Herut 
p a r t y l e f t t h e c o a l i t i o n government , and i n t h e Arab world 
when P r e s i d e n t Nasser and King Husse in were a s s a i l e d by more 
m i l i t a n t n a t i o n a l l e a d e r s and P a l e s t i n i a n commandos f o r even 
t h i n k i n g of compromise. 

A most u n f o r t u n a t e a s p e c t of t h i s s i t u a t i o n i s t h e 
i n t e l l e c t u a l v i o l e n c e , t h e v i o l e n c e done t o t h e v e r y i d e a of 
peace by t h e a n t a g o n i s t s . While t h e a b s t r a c t i d e a of peace 
i s a c c e p t a b l e t o I s r a e l i s and Arabs , p r e v a i l i n g a t t i t u d e s r e -
mind me much of a comment made by a p a c i f i s t f r i e n d of mine 
about Americans: "They a r e v e g e t a r i a n s between meals and 
p a c i f i s t s between w a r s . " But t h e war between I s r a e l i s and 
Arabs ha s never ended t h u s t h e r e a r e few, i f any , p a c i f i s t s 
among them. 
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The i d e o l o g i c a l c h a r a c t e r of t h e d i s p u t e i n c r e a s i n g l y 
p l a c e s a premium on t o t a l i d e n t i f i c a t i o n w i t h one p a r t y or t h e 
o t h e r . D i s c u s s i o n of t h e c o n f l i c t r a i s e s t h e fundamen ta l 
q u e s t i o n pu t by Dr . Judah Magnes i n h i s opening add res s a t t h e 
Hebrew U n i v e r s i t y f o r t h e academic y e a r b e g i n n i n g i n October 
1947: 

"Are t h e i d e o l o g i c a l and r e a l d i f f e r e n c e s between 
n a t i o n s so d e e p , i n t r u t h , t h a t b e c a u s e of them i t i s 
r e a l l y e s s e n t i a l t h a t war come? The d i f f e r e n c e s between 
t h e d i c t a t o r s h i p s and t h e democrac ies a r e f a s t d i s a p p e a r i n g . 
I f t h e r e was one v i c t o r y as a r e s u l t of t h e l a s t w a r , 
t h a t was t h e v i c t o r y of t o t a l i t a r i a n i s m . Even among t h e 
democrac ies which were once l i b e r a l , t h e r e a r e t h o s e which 
c o n s c i o u s l y o r unknowingly a r e becoming t o t a l i t a r i a n , 
i . e . t hey aim by f o r c e and v i o l e n c e t o s u b j e c t t h e f r e e 
man t o a s i n g l e i d e a and a s o l e w i l l , t o make him a s i l e n t 
and p a r a l y z e d cog i n t h e p o l i t i c a l and s p i r i t u a l machinery 
of t h e s t a t e . The d i s p u t e i s n o t over t h e a b s o l u t e need 
of c o n t r o l i n t h e economic s p h e r e . P o v e r t y , i g n o r a n c e , 
d e g r a d a t i o n , t h e enormous gap between t h e r i c h and t h e poor 
a r e too much t o b e a r . A s t r o n g hand i s r e q u i r e d t o d e a l 
w i t h t h i s l a i s s e z f a i r e and t o s e t t h e crooked s t r a i g h t . 
But p o l i t i c a l f reedom and s p i r i t u a l f reedom a r e p o s s e s s i o n s 
so s a c r e d and so v i t a l t o t h e human s o u l and s o c i e t y , t h a t t hey 
cannot be y i e l d e d . Yet t o our dismay and our h u r t t h e s e 
v a l u e s a l s o a r e b e i n g a t t a c k e d no t only i n t h e d i c t a t o r -
s h i p s b u t i n t h e democrac ies as w e l l . I s i t r e a l l y n e c e s -
s a r y t h a t t h i s a tomic war b r e a k l o o s e , i n o r d e r t o d e t e r m i n e 
which t o t a l i t a r i a n i s m i s t h e s t r o n g e r ? " 

Sen t imen t s such as t h e s e were c o n s i d e r e d s u b v e r s i v e 
t h e n , and q u e s t i o n s such as t h e s e a r e s t i l l r ega rded by many 
as s u b v e r s i v e . When l a r g e numbers of peop l e — a m a j o r i t y , 
a d v o c a t e s v i o l e n c e : 

" I s one t o s a n c t i f y t h e s e m a j o r i t y d e c i s i o n s above 
e v e r y o t h e r s a c r e d t h i n g ? More than t h a t , i s t h e r e no t 
l a i d upon t h a t man ( t h e t e a c h e r , who t h i n k s t h e method of 
f o r c e and v i o l e n c e t o be a savage and i d o l a t r o u s b e l i e f ) 
t h e s a c r e d t a s k , d e s p i t e m a j o r i t y d e c i s i o n s , t o warn t h e 
p e o p l e , t o t e a c h , t o p o i n t t o i t s e r r o r , nay pe rhaps i t s 
i n i q u i t y , when i t s h a r p e n s i t s swords , and t o t h e d e s t r u c -
t i o n t h a t may o v e r t a k e t h e p e o p l e and t h e land? I s t h e r e 
no p l a c e i n our t o t a l i t a r i a n s o c i e t y f o r t h o s e who d i s s e n t 
f rom t h e d e c i s i o n s of t h e m a j o r i t y , and who, consc ious 
of t h e i r c o l l e c t i v e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y , obey t h e command of 
t h e i r c o n s c i e n c e by l i f t i n g t h e i r v o i c e , n o t f o r murder 
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and d e s t r u c t i o n , Heaven f o r b i d , b u t f o r peace and u n d e r -
s t a n d i n g among t h e p e o p l e s ? " 

S ince t h e days of Magnes t h e c o s t of war ha s e s c a l a t e d 
n o t on ly i n money, b u t i n human l i v e s , so t h a t d e a t h s i n t h e 
c o n f r o n t a t i o n between Jews and Arabs a r e no l o n g e r counted i n 
h u n d r e d s , b u t i n thousands and i n t e n s of t h o u s a n d s . The con-
f l i c t now t h r e a t e n s t o engul f n o t mere ly t h e Middle E a s t , b u t 
t h e whole wor ld as we have s een f rom t h e eve r i n c r e a s i n g danger 
of S o v i e t American c o n f r o n t a t i o n . But s t i l l each s i d e b e l i e v e s 
t h a t r i g h t e o u s n e s s i s t o t a l l y on i t s s i d e , f a i l i n g t o s e e an 
i o t a of j u s t i c e w i t h t h e enemy. Fur the rmore t h o s e who r a i s e 
q u e s t i o n s about t h e wisdom of u s i n g f o r c e a r e l a b e l e d by one 
s i d e as a n t i - I s r a e l , or even as a n t i - s e m i t i c , and t o s u g g e s t 
d i a l o g u e t o t h e o t h e r s i d e l a b e l s one a Z i o n i s t i m p e r i a l i s t a g e n t 
l e a d i n g t o b l a c k l i s t i n g by governments , which f e a r t h a t t a l k 
of peace o r compromise may s u b v e r t t h e i r ve ry e x i s t e n c e . 

I am no t ashamed t o disavow t h e use of f o r c e , even 
d u r i n g a w a r , as w e l l as b e f o r e and a f t e r one . I have no h e s i t a -
t i o n i n d isavowing s t a t e m e n t s such a s : "The Arab r e v o l u t i o n . . . 
was c r e a t e d and i s b e i n g nu r sed i n t h e shadow of t h e g u n s , " 
o r "power i s d e r i v e d f rom t h e b a r r e l of t h e g u n , " o r " p r e -
empt ive s e l f - d e f e n s e was a ho ly r i g h t , i n Jewish and non- Jewish 
t r a d i t i o n a l i k e . " 

I f t o disavow such s t a t e m e n t s i s a c r i m i n a l a c t , 
t h e n I admit g u i l t and i n t h e words of f i v e g u e r r i l l a s r e c e n t l y 
s e n t e n c e d t o l i f e imprisonment i n I s r a e l , I s a y , "Yes, I 
am g u i l t y and I am proud of i t . " 

I can u n d e r s t a n d t h e g r e a t emot iona l a p p e a l of a 
d e m o c r a t i c - s e c u l a r s t a t e as an answer t o t h e i n j u s t i c e s and 
s u f f e r i n g t h a t t h e A r a b - I s r a e l c o n f l i c t ha s b rough t t o t h e Middle 
E a s t . But I s e r i o u s l y doubt t h a t such a l o f t y g o a l can be 
r e a l i z e d th rough t h e gun o r th rough v i o l e n c e n o r f o r t h a t m a t t e r 
w i l l I s r a e l be a b l e t o e x i s t a s a l i g h t t o t h e n a t i o n s i f t h e 
l i g h t must b e kep t f u e l e d by heavy a r t i l l e r y , phantom j e t s , 
and thousands of t r o o p s . V i o l e n c e w i l l on ly b r i n g r u i n on 
b o t h P a l e s t i n e Arabs and I s r a e l , and pe rhaps a l l t h e w o r l d . 

J u s t as t h e Un i t ed S t a t e s and R u s s i a a r e e a c h l e a r n i n g 
t o c o - e x i s t w i t h i d e o l o g i e s t h a t a r e a n t i p a t h e t i c t o each 
o t h e r , i t must be n e c e s s a r y f o r s u r v i v a l of Jews and Arabs i n 
t h e Middle Eas t t h a t t hey a c c e p t — i n t h e name of s u r v i v a l — 
m o d i f i c a t i o n of t h e i r i d e o l o g i e s . P a s t i n j u s t i c e s can no l o n g e r 
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b e washed away by b l o o d , f o r such, r e t r i b u t i o n can on ly compound 
t h e I n j u s t i c e s of t h e p a s t . 

T h e r e f o r e , a f t e r hav ing s e e n t h r e e wars a t f i r s t hand , 
a f t e r hav ing h e a r d of t h e t e n s of thousands of c a s u a l t i e s 
of t h e l a s t weeks , I must a s s o c i a t e myself w i t h t h a t s m a l l 
group of p e o p l e who have k e p t i n mind r e a l i t i e s of w a r , who 
have neve r been swept i n t o t h e emot iona l i sm and r h e t o r i c of 
v i o l e n c e , t h e group of p e o p l e who I j o i n e d i n d r a f t i n g The Search 
f o r Peace i n t h e Middle E a s t . Th i s document, r e c e n t l y p u b l i s h e d 
by t h e American F r i e n d s S e r v i c e Committee, or Quakers , I have 
h e a r d l a b e l e d by some as ah a n t i - s e m i t i c t r a c t , by o t h e r s , as 
pseudo Zionism d i s g u i s e d as American l i b e r a l i s m . S ince t ime 
i s s h o r t , I w i l l commend i t t o a l l t h o s e who p r e f e r peace t o 
wa r , d i a l o g u e t o v i o l e n c e , compromise t o r i g i d i d e o l o g y , t h e 
slow pace of t h e t o r t u o u s and p a t i e n t s e a r c h f o r j u s t i c e , t o t h e 
i l l u s i o n of a m a s s i v e r e t r i b u t i o n a g a i n s t enemies which f a i l s 
t o d i s t i n g u i s h t h e g u i l t y f rom t h e g u i l t l e s s . 
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DINNER ADDRESS 

Calvin H. Plimpton 

There a r e a number of t h i n g s t h a t you look fo rward t o 
i n l i f e i f you a r e a man, and I suppose t h a t now, w i t h l i b e r a t i o n 
among u s , a woman can look fo rward as w e l l . For me, however 
u n l i k e l y , t h e r e a r e t h r e e t h i n g s I would dream of r e c e i v i n g . 
The f i r s t i s a Nobel P r i z e . The second i s t h e C o n g r e s s i o n a l 
Medal of Honor. The t h i r d i s an i n t r o d u c t i o n by Mark E t h r i d g e ! 
Hence, t o n i g h t I am a l r e a d y a t t h i r d b a s e , runn ing backwards 
r a p i d l y ! 

I t i s a g r e a t honor t o be h e r e , b u t i t i s u n n e r v i n g 
t o b e d i s c u s s i n g t h e Middle E a s t . F i r s t of a l l , t h e r e n e v e r 
i s a good moment t o t a l k about t h e Middle E a s t , and e v e n t s a r e 
now moving so r a p i d l y i t i s l i k e p u t t i n g t o g e t h e r a j i g - s a w 
p u z z l e where b o t h boa rd and p i e c e s a r e moving. Second ly , e v e r y -
t h i n g i m p o r t a n t was e i t h e r s a i d d u r i n g t h e c o n f e r e n c e t o d a y , 
o r w r i t t e n i n t h o s e two e x c e l l e n t b o o k l e t s "A P a l e s t i n e E n t i t y ? " 
and "Search f o r P e a c e . " But t h e t i t l e of t h i s c o n f e r e n c e " V i o l e n c e 
and D ia logue" i s so comple te ly b e g u i l i n g t h a t i t i s i r r e s i s t i b l e . 
This i s e s p e c i a l l y so when, w i t h a l i t t l e s l e u t h i n g , I d i s c o v e r 
t h a t t h e s t a f f of t h e Middle Eas t I n s t i t u t e have a b b r e v i a t e d t h i s 
t o "VD i n ME"! 

There a r e t h r e e a s p e c t s of v i o l e n c e about which I would 
l i k e t o comment: h i s t o r i c a l , m e d i c a l , and as seen i n t h e u n i v e r s i t y . 

While wars have been d e p l o r e d a t l e a s t s i n c e t h e days 
of t h e l i b e r a t e d women i n L y s l s t r a t a , v i o l e n c e , as P r o f e s s o r 
T. E. Hale has p o i n t e d o u t , only became a m a t t e r f o r academic 
s t u d y a t t h e s t a r t of t h e R e n a i s s a n c e . He r e a s o n s t h a t t h i s 
was b e c a u s e wars e n l a r g e d , were f o u g h t f a r t h e r away f rom home, 
and i n s t e a d of a m a t t e r of s e l f - d e f e n s e , were i n v o l v e d i n r e l i g i o n 
and money. War became ve ry e x p e n s i v e , and w i t h t h e adven t of 
p r i n t i n g p r e s s e s , t h e b r u t a l i t i e s i n v o l v e d became b e t t e r known. 
"Even More ' s Utopians were p r e p a r e d t o f i g h t , n o t on ly i n s e l f -
d e f e n s e b u t t o succo r o t h e r s and t o t a k e over l a n d s which o t h e r s 
d id n o t appea r t o be p u t t i n g to p r o d u c t i v e u s e . " (T. E. H a l e , 
Shadows of t h e f u t u r e . ) O the r s f e l t a l l arms shou ld be b a r r e d 
t o C h r i s t i a n s as a means of r e d u c i n g t h e b r u t a l i t i e s p r a c t i c e d 
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abroad by s o l d i e r s and a l s o on t h e i r r e t u r n home. Erasmus 
a s k e d , "Can someone be even m i n u t e l y s e n s i t i v e about k i l l i n g 
one p e r s o n when mass murder i s h i s p r o f e s s i o n ? " Many e f f o r t s 
were made t o a l low men t o channe l t h e i r a g g r e s s i v e i n s t i n c t s 
i n t o a r e a s w i t h fewer r e p e r c u s s i o n s on t h e i r f e l l o w man. T e s t s 
of v i r i l i t y were moved onto f o o t b a l l f i e l d s and boxing r i n g s . 
But i t i s obvious from h i s t o r y t h a t we have a ve ry long way 
t o go i n our u n d e r s t a n d i n g and management of v i o l e n c e . 

The m e d i c a l a s p e c t s of v i o l e n c e shou ld pe rhaps be 
r e c o g n i z e d as on ly a d i g r e s s i o n . T h e i r r e c o g n i t i o n i s u s e f u l 
i f only because they r e p r e s e n t one ve ry d i s t i n c t i v e approach 
t o v i o l e n c e . U s u a l l y v i o l e n c e i s a s c r i b e d t o s o c i a l and p o l i t i -
c a l p rob lems , p o v e r t y , d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , g h e t t o , f r a g m e n t a t i o n , 
i s o l a t i o n , and somet imes , as one g r e a t man s a i d , " t h e problem 
of p e r m i s s i v e n e s s . " A l l of t h e s e cause f r u s t r a t i o n which can 
l e a d t o v i o l e n c e . But i t i s n o t i n e v i t a b l e . Lorenz and o t h e r s 
have shown t h a t excep t f o r r i t u a l i s t i c s e x u a l and t e r r i t o r i a l 
b a t t l e s , unprovoked v i o l e n c e among animals i s ve ry r a r e . S ince 
we a r e r e l a t e d t o a n i m a l s , t h e r e may be hope f o r us as w e l l . 

While no t i g n o r i n g t h e s o c i a l f a c t o r s , t h e med ica l 
a s p e c t s only shed some l i g h t on t h e mechanisms i nvo lved i n t h e 
phenomenon of v i o l e n c e . There a r e a number of c o n d i t i o n s which 
g i v e r i s e t o i t i n human b e i n g s . One of t h e i n f e c t i o u s v a r i -
e t i e s i s d e s c r i b e d by Boerhaave i n 1715, on what he c a l l s , 
"a dog madness" , i n man: 

"Af t e rwa rds do th e v e r y t h i n g c o n s i s t e n t l y 
grow w o r s e , and you w i l l s e e him l o l l , and h i s rough 
tongue gaps wide , speak h o a r s e and have a g r e a t 
d r o u g h t : growing r a v i n g a t every a t t e m p t t o d r i n k 
a t t h e s i g h t or touch of any l i q u o r , g a t h e r f r o t h 
i n and about h i s mouth, t o endeavor t h e s p i t t i n g of 
t h e same upon b y - s t a n d e r s , even a g a i n s t h i s w i l l . 

"He gnashes h i s t e e t h w i t h f r o t h , s n a r l i n g 
l i k e a dog; h i s p u l s e now, and b r e a t h i n g , b e g i n s t o 
f a i l . Cold swea ts b r e a k out on a l l s i d e s . Raves i n 
h i g h e s t d e g r e e . N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g which , he i s a l l 
t h e whole w h i l e s e n s i b l e , and i s a f r a i d f o r t h e by -
s t a n d e r s t h a t he s h a l l u n w i l l i n g l y h u r t t hem." 
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There a r e o t h e r i n f e c t i o n s , b u t hyd rophob ia o r r a b i e s i s t o u c h i n g 
b e c a u s e i t r e v e a l s t h e v i c t i m ' s own concern t h a t h e do no harm. 

Much a t t e n t i o n i s now f o c u s s e d on g e n e t i c a b n o r m a l i t i e s 
a s s o c i a t e d w i t h v i o l e n c e . Normally t h e s e x u a l chromosomes i n 
t h e f ema le a r e XX and i n t h e male XY. V i o l e n t males w i t h 
normal XY p a t t e r n u s u a l l y have v i o l e n t s i b l i n g s and have been 
r e a r e d i n an unhappy env i ronmen t . Males w i t h an XXY p a t t e r n 
come from normal f a m i l i e s and t end t o show ve ry a n t i - s o c i a l 
b e h a v i o r . This p a t t e r n occu r s i n 0 . 2 p e r c e n t of t h e g e n e r a l 
p o p u l a t i o n ; i t i s found i n 4 p e r c e n t of c r i m i n a l o r i n s t i t u t i o n a l 
p o p u l a t i o n . Males of an XYY p a t t e r n show an u n u s u a l i n c i d e n c e 
of v i o l e n c e , and you have r ead about them i n t h e p a p e r s . Mur-
d e r e r s p l e a d t h e i r chromosomal p a t t e r n s as e x c u s e s . The males 
t end t o b e u n u s u a l l y t a l l and on b e h a l f of t h o s e of us ove r 
6 ' 3 " I w i l l p l e a d t h e F i f t h Amendment b e f o r e r e v e a l i n g our 
chromosome p a t t e r n ! 

I n a d d i t i o n t o i n f e c t i o u s and g e n e t i c c a u s e s , t h e r e 
a r e t h o s e forms of v i o l e n c e a s s o c i a t e d w i t h ve ry s p e c i a l forms 
of e p i l e p s y , u s u a l l y t empora l l o b e , and a g a i n one of t h e p a t h e t i c 
f e a t u r e s i s t h a t , l i k e t h e man w i t h r a b i e s , t h e y , t o o , w i l l c a l l 
f o r h e l p when they f e e l an a t t a c k coming. I t i s s i m i l a r t o t h e 
" c ry f o r h e l p " of s u i c i d e s , on ly t h i s t ime i t i s t o p r e v e n t 
murder . 

Now I am n o t s u g g e s t i n g t h a t we pe r fo rm b r a i n s u r g e r y 
or p a s s ou t d i l a n t i n w h o l e s a l e In t h e g h e t t o s o r t h e Middle 
E a s t . A c t u a l l y such a d e g r e e of c o n t r o l as i s p o s s i b l e w i t h 
e l e c t r o d e s p l a n t e d i n t h e b r a i n and s t i m u l a t e d from a d i s t a n c e 
i s most f r i g h t e n i n g . But as we t a l k about v i o l e n c e — as some 
v i o l e n t b e h a v i o r seems i n e x p l i c a b l e — we shou ld remember t h a t 
pe rhaps we can l e a r n something f rom a m e d i c a l approach t o t h e 
prob lem. 

The t h i r d a r e a where v i o l e n c e i n t e r e s t s me i s o b v i o u s l y 
t h e u n i v e r s i t y . And h e r e , a l a s , our e x p e r i e n c e i s g rowing . 
What s t a r t e d as p e a c e f u l d i s s e n t i s g r a d u a l l y e s c a l a t e d t o c o e r -
c i o n , o b s t r u c t i o n , s t r i k e s and t h e c l o s i n g down of c o l l e g e s and 
u n i v e r s i t i e s . What s t a r t e d as f reedom of speech r a p i d l y became 
freedom t o h e a r one p o i n t of view o n l y . What s t a r t e d as l i -
b e r a l i s m q u i c k l y became i l l i b e r a l . What s t a r t e d as s i m p l e l i t -
t e r i n g t o e x p r e s s o n e ' s d i s d a i n became t h a t g l o r i o u s new word , 
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" t r a s h i n g , " and went on t o v a n d a l i s m . What s t a r t e d as a d i a -
logue about Cambodia, f o r i n s t a n c e , immedia te ly became a mono-
l o g u e . A l l of t h i s , of c o u r s e , w i t h t h e i n e v i t a b i l i t y of a 
Greek t r a g e d y , i s l e a d i n g t o more r e p r e s s i v e l aws , more FBI, and l e s s 
s u p p o r t , f i n a n c i a l and o t h e r w i s e , f rom t a x p a y e r s and a lumni . 
I t has a l s o l ed t o t h e t r a g e d i e s a t Kent S t a t e and J a c k s o n . 
I t l e a d s t o t h e e l o q u e n t K e r n e r , Eisenhower , L inowi t z and Scran ton 
Commission r e p o r t s . 

Without d w e l l i n g on t h e problems of s o c i e t y , t h e 
u n i v e r s i t i e s themse lves a r e i n a ve ry weakened s t a t e . The term 
p r o f e s s o r used t o engender r e s p e c t , bu t not now. The word 
s t u d e n t used t o e x c i t e a d m i r a t i o n , b u t no l o n g e r . U n i v e r s i -
t i e s have o b v i o u s l y b rough t a good d e a l of t h i s on themse lves 
by t h e i r r i g i d adhe rence t o t r a d i t i o n and t h e i r r e s i s t a n c e 
t o change u n t i l pushed . And t h e i r problems have by no means 
r eached rock bo t tom. The g r e a t v u l n e r a b i l i t y p e r s i s t s , t h e r e 
a r e no g u a r d s , t h e r e i s a p e r m i s s i v e s o c i e t y , t h e r e a r e s t u d e n t s 
w i t h t h e g r e a t energy of y o u t h , and t h e i r g r e a t s e n s i t i v i t y 
and v o l a t i l i t y . Nothing has o c c u r r e d and, i n my o p i n i o n , should 
occur t o change t h i s g r e a t v u l n e r a b i l i t y . But new p r e s s u r e s 
a r e a p p e a r i n g t o make u n i v e r s i t i e s t a k e p o s i t i o n s on s p e c i f i c 
i s s u e s — e i t h e r by f a c u l t y and s t u d e n t r e s o l u t i o n s , by use of 
i t s p o r t f o l i o , o r by a t t e m p t e d m o b i l i z a t i o n of i t s a lumni body. 
Some of t h i s may be p e r f e c t l y p r o p e r , bu t t h e r e a r e tremendous 
d a n g e r s . I f a s p e c i f i c p o s i t i o n were adopted by a u n i v e r s i t y 
as a u n i v e r s i t y , i t might d e s t r o y chances f o r t h a t d i a l o g u e and 
d i s c u s s i o n so c e n t r a l t o a u n i v e r s i t y ' s p u r p o s e s . We have seen 
t h i s l a s t s p r i n g when p r o f e s s o r s who f e l t t h e r e might be some 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n f o r go ing i n t o Cambodia j u s t would no t speak o u t . 
In t h e s e l f - j u d g i n g academic world t h i s could have been t h e i r 
p o l i t i c a l s u i c i d e . Another danger i s t h a t i f a u n i v e r s i t y goes 
i n t o p u b l i c a f f a i r s i t w i l l d i l u t e i t s e n e r g i e s a v a i l a b l e f o r 
e d u c a t i o n o r s u b t r a c t from them. And f i n a l l y i f a u n i v e r s i t y 
goes i n t o t h e f i e l d of p o l i t i c s , i t i s i n v i t i n g p o l i t i c i a n s to 
come onto t h e campus. These a r e dangers which must g i v e us 
p a u s e , f o r t hey w i l l e l i m i n a t e M e l v i l l e ' s " q u i e t g r a s s - g r o w i n g mood" 
so e s s e n t i a l t o c r e a t i v i t y . 

This i s a gloomy p i c t u r e of t h e u n i v e r s i t y and h i g h e r 
e d u c a t i o n and i t i s t r u e i n v a r y i n g deg rees around t h e w o r l d . 

T h e r e ' s a n o t h e r f a c t o r i n u n i v e r s i t i e s t h a t b r i n g s 
v i o l e n c e — t h e new s t u d e n t . I t i s somewhat s i m i l a r t o t h e 



71. 

Middle Eas t where we have a new P a l e s t i n i a n . The o ld P a l e s -
t i n i a n r e f u g e e was a p e a c e f u l , q u i e t , s t a r v i n g s o u l , who r e a l l y 
was a n o n e n t i t y and was so p e c u l i a r l y p a t h e t i c h e c o u l d n ' t 
even a t t r a c t much sympathy. This i s much l i k e our s t u d e n t i n 
t h e 1950s . He was a p a t h e t i c . You d i d n ' t s e e h im. He s a i d , 
"Yes, p l e a s e " and "No, t h a n k y o u . " He d i d n ' t g e t i n your way. 

J u s t as t h e P a l e s t i n i a n s have a r i s e n as a new f o r c e , 
so t h e s t u d e n t s . He i s a new s t u d e n t and , as opposed t o t h e 
P a l e s t i n i a n , b r o u g h t up i n a f f l u e n c e and w i t h l e i s u r e . He has 
t hough t about h i s s o c i e t y and has n o t l i k e d what h e s e e s . He i s 
f r e q u e n t l y i n c o l l e g e b e c a u s e he ha s been impres sed by t h e 
p r e s s u r e of t h e d r a f t , h i s p a r e n t s , and t h e c o n f o r m i t y demanded 
by s o c i e t y . B e f o r e we i n t h e USA b o a s t t h a t 50 p e r c e n t of t h o s e 
e l i g i b l e by age a r e coming t o c o l l e g e , we must remember t h a t many 
a r e " i n v o l u n t a r y " , a r e i n a " h o l d i n g p a t t e r n " o r s imply t a k i n g 
f o u r y e a r s t o t a x i f o r t a k e o f f . Some do d a r e t o drop ou t — 
b u t many, many more l i n g e r on t r y i n g t o f i n d a meaning , a r a -
t i o n a l e , a cause f o r t h e i r e x i s t e n c e . T h e i r m o t i v a t i o n i s 
n o t something t h a t can be t u r n e d on o r o f f . While some f i n d 
themse lves i n t h e c o n t e x t of an o u t e r envi ronment — a t r u e 
and f r e q u e n t l y l a s t i n g d i s c o v e r y — t h e r e a r e o t h e r s who can 
on ly p r a c t i c e t h e k i n d of s e l f - e x p l o r a t i o n and s e l f - c o n c e r n 
which l e a d s on ly t o s e l f - c o n t e m p l a t i o n and where t h e on ly r e a l 
wor ld i s i n t e r n a l . Both groups a r e opposed t o what t hey f i n d 
i n our s o c i e t y , and e x p r e s s t h i s by "d ropp ing o u t " (a v e r y 
s m a l l m i n o r i t y ) , o r a c t i v e l y oppos ing our c u r r e n t p r a c t i c e s 
and mores . "New" s t u d e n t and , I s u s p e c t , "new" P a l e s t i n i a n 
a r e ve ry i m p o r t a n t f a c t o r s f o r t h e f u t u r e . We need t o welcome 
t h e s e new s o u r c e s of energy i n t h e w o r l d . 

I have moved from v i o l e n c e i n t h e u n i v e r s i t y i n t o 
d e p i c t i n g t h e c u r r e n t s t a t e of t h e u n i v e r s i t y . I cannot d e f e n d 
t h i s s t a t e nor a p o l o g i z e f o r i t . I on ly wanted t o e x p l a i n i t 
w i t h a l l i t s weaknes se s , b e c a u s e i t i s my b e l i e f t h a t a u n i v e r -
s i t y i s s t i l l our most h o p e f u l i n s t r u m e n t f o r c o n t i n u i t y i n 
c r e a t i v e change . I f we d e s t r o y t h a t , a l l we w i l l have i s 
Rober t F r o s t ' s "ache of memory." And i f we c a n , we must s t r e n g t h e n 
t h e r e a l f u n c t i o n s of a u n i v e r s i t y , of which t h e most i m p o r t a n t 
i s d i a l o g u e — d i a l o g u e between t h e o l d e r and t h e y o u n g e r , 
between t h e c o n t e m p l a t i v e and t h e a c t i v i s t s , and between t h e 
l e a r n e d and t h e i g n o r a n t . They p r o v i d e a forum f o r d i s c u s s i o n , 
r a t h e r t h a n an a r e n a f o r a c t i o n . And t h e d i s c u s s i o n s w i l l 
d i f f e r f rom t h o s e t h a t t a k e p l a c e ove r a " f l n j a n ' ahwi" a t 
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t h e c o f f e e houses of Uncle Sam's or F e i s a l ' s , i n t h a t some 
s c h o l a r s h i p has p receded t h e u t t e r a n c e s . Not always enough 
b u t some — and t h i s i s a k ind of p r o g r e s s toward u n d e r s t a n d i n g . 

Le t us t u r n now toward t h e Middle E a s t , where n o t h i n g 
more can b e s a i d about t h e t r a g e d y of t h e r e c e n t v i o l e n c e or t h e 
p r e v i o u s . The s e q u e n t i a l even t s l e a d i n g t o t h e p r e s e n t s i t u a -
t i o n , w h i l e i n s t r u c t i v e f o r our g r a n d c h i l d r e n ( i f they a r e 
eve r f a c e d w i t h s i m i l a r p rob l ems , and i f t hey w i l l r ead h i s t o r y ) 
b e a r on ly c o l l a t e r a l l y on our problem of how t o g e t " t h e r e " 
from " h e r e . " I t i s c l e a r i n r e t r o s p e c t t h a t when we pushed f o r 
a c e a s e - f i r e i n J u n e , we u n d e r e s t i m a t e d t h e s t r e n g t h of t h e 
P a l e s t i n i a n s to b r e a k up n e g o t i a t i o n s and o v e r e s t i m a t e d t h e 
s t r e n g t h of t h a t g a l l a n t young King. But now where do we go — 
what can we do? 

With c o n s i d e r a b l e h u m i l i t y i n t h e m i d s t of a l l you 
e x p e r t s , I would l i k e t o s h a r e some i m p r e s s i o n s and make some 
comments. I was i n t h e Middle Eas t i n March, i n J u n e , and i n 
Augus t , i n Lebanon, J o r d a n , and Saudi A r a b i a . I t was ve ry 
s t r i k i n g t o s e e t h e ca lmness , g e n i a l i t y , s o c i a b i l i t y of J o r -
dan ians — e s p e c i a l l y c a b i n e t o f f i c e r s . Perhaps i t was t h e t r a d i -
t i o n a l h o s p i t a l i t y b u t I had t o keep k i c k i n g myself t o remember 
t h a t t h i s coun t ry was a t war and i n t h e mids t of a c i v i l wa r . 

With p e r m i s s i o n from t h e Prime M i n i s t e r , I s p e n t about 
an hour and a h a l f , i n August , w i t h Y a s i r A r a f a t . He happened 
to be hav ing a h i g h l e v e l mee t ing and I met a good many of h i s 
p e o p l e . One d i d no t g e t t h e i m p r e s s i o n t h a t t h i s group was 
r e a l l y w a r - l i k e o r a t war . These were no s to rm t r o o p e r s , and 
they d id n o t behave l i k e S a ' i b Salam, Kamal J u m b l a t t ' s o r 
P i e r r e Gamayel ' s men i n 1958. My purpose was t o d i s c o v e r what 
Mr. A r a f a t t hough t about t h e AUB. To my d e l i g h t he f e l t i t was 
a good i n s t i t u t i o n , doing a good j o b . Our c o n v e r s a t i o n beyond 
t h a t was g o s s i p . I d id ask him i f he would c o n s i d e r k idnapp ing 
me and h e r e p l i e d t h a t he d i d n ' t t h i n k I would b r i n g much. I 
was a t once r e l i e v e d and h u m i l i a t e d ! 

I n August I a l s o t r i e d i n e l e v e n p l a c e s t o make con-
t a c t w i t h George Habash, an AUB g r a d u a t e and an M.D. I wanted 
t o l e a r n h i s f e e l i n g s about h i s alma m a t e r , b u t a t each p l a c e 
"Daktur George" had j u s t l e f t . I am a f r a i d he d i d n ' t want t o 
s e e me, b u t I d o n ' t know t h a t . 
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Another i n t e r e s t i n g f e a t u r e I must pose i n h y p o t h e t i -
c a l t e r m s . Supposing f o u r o r f i v e of your s t u d e n t s a t a u n i v e r -
s i t y i n t h e Middle Eas t h i j a c k e d an Olympia a i r l i n e s p l a n e t o 
Athens a t a moment when t h e u n i v e r s i t y was n o t i n s e s s i o n . 
Supposing i n a d d i t i o n they ach ieved t h e g l o r i o u s "put-down" 
of s a y i n g t o Mr. A r i s t o t l e O n a s s i s , "Who a r e you? We have 
43 h o s t a g e s and you a r e on ly one man. Go away!" Then a f t e r 
r e l e a s i n g t h e h o s t a g e s i n A t h e n s , suppos ing they f l e w t o Ca i ro 
where they were g r e e t e d as h e r o e s ! Would you r e a d m i t any of 
them t o your summer s c h o o l , suppos ing any of t h i s were t r u e ? 
There was u n i v e r s a l agreement about t h i s h y p o t h e t i c a l ca se 
— i t shou ld remain h y p o t h e t i c a l . 

Another o b s e r v a t i o n I would make i s a c e r t a i n l a c k of 
humor on t h e Arab s i d e of t h e e q u a t i o n . Sometimes t h e p l a c e of 
humor i s n e g l e c t e d o r d i s c o u r a g e d , or f e l t i n a p p r o p r i a t e . Humor 
n o t on ly has a w o n d e r f u l e f f e c t i n moments of g r e a t t e n s i o n , 
b u t i t i s a l s o i n d i c a t i v e of genu ine u n d e r s t a n d i n g — i t r e q u i r e s 
a c e r t a i n p e r s p e c t i v e . I t can a l s o be ve ry dangerous when i t 
comes w i t h sarcasm or as a w i s e c r a c k . I n J u n e , t h e r e was a v e r y 
f a i n t f l i c k e r i n g of humor. A Lebanese v i l l a g e r on t h e I s r a e l i 
b o r d e r p l e a d s w i t h a Commando: 

"Yes te rday you s h o t 5 r o c k e t s i n t o I s r a e l , 
and they s h o t back 95. Today why n o t j u s t s h o o t 
5 r o c k e t s i n t o our v i l l a g e ? " 

This was encourag ing b u t t h e r e i s n ' t much encouragement around 
and t h e r e i s n ' t much r e a l u n d e r s t a n d i n g . The same arguments 
a r e b e i n g r e p e a t e d over and o v e r . 

Unless t h e r e i s r e a l u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h e r e w i l l b e no 
d r i v e f o r p e a c e , b u t on ly accommodations t e m p o r a r i l y p l e a s i n g 
t o t h e s t r o n g e r g r o u p s . The i n a b i l i t y t o l o o k beyond ״They have 
t a k e n my home, why shou ld I w a i t ? " i s on ly a v a r i a t i o n of 
God has l״ e t me have c a n c e r . Why shou ld I b e l i e v e i n His good-
n e s s ? " One of t h e t h i n g s t o b e u n d e r s t o o d i s t h a t peace must 
be r e g a r d e d as more i m p o r t a n t t h a n o n e ' s r i g h t s . At t h e moment 
t h a t i s n o t t h e way t h e s c a l e of v a l u e s works . Another t h i n g 
i s t h a t j u s t i c e must be a s s o c i a t e d w i t h p a t i e n c e . I l i k e t o 
say t h a t i n L a t i n b e c a u s e everyone u n d e r s t a n d s me when I speak 
a f o r e i g n l anguage even when they d o n ' t know t h e l a n g u a g e . 
״ P a t i e n t a , quae p a r s magna j u s t i t i a e e s t . " ( P l i n y t h e Younger ) . 
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Without r e c o u n t i n g t h e e n o r m i t i e s and a t r o c i t i e s of t h e p a s t , 
i t i s go ing t o t a k e a b a c k - b r e a k i n g deg ree of t o l e r a n c e and 
p a t i e n c e f o r p r o g r e s s . 

Sooner o r l a t e r t h e i d e a w i l l occur i n t h e Middle Eas t 
t h a t p e a c e i s too i m p o r t a n t t o be l e f t t o t h e p o l i t i c i a n s who 
need v o t e s , o r t h e s t a t e s m e n whose p r e s t i g e f o r c e s them t o q u i b b l e 
about t h e shape of a t a b l e . Sooner or l a t e r t h e s t u d e n t s a r e 
going t o demand t o be i n v o l v e d , e s p e c i a l l y i d e a l i s t i c s t u d e n t s 
who can h i j a c k p l a n e s . I t i s ex t r eme ly s i g n i f i c a n t t h a t Arab 
and I s r a e l i s t u d e n t s i n t h e USA a r e a b l e t o c a r r y on a d i a l o g u e . 
For a l l t h e i r weaknes se s , which I have d e s c r i b e d , u n i v e r s i t i e s 
can keep s a y i n g over and over a g a i n t h a t t h e r e a r e many s i d e s t o 
t h e P a l e s t i n e q u e s t i o n . The most i m p o r t a n t t h i n g t h a t we as 
i n d i v i d u a l s can do i s t o encourage t h e p r o c e s s of e d u c a t i o n 
i n t h e Middle E a s t . As an example , i t i s a b s o l u t e l y v i t a l t h a t 
t h e AUB remain an i s l a n d of t o l e r a n c e and , f e e b l e as i t i s , 
pe rhaps t h e only i s l a n d i n t h e Arab Middle E a s t . I t i s v i t a l 
t h a t i t remain a p o l i t i c a l and n o t become a limb of t h e S t a t e 
Depar tment . I t i s a m a t t e r of g r e a t p r i d e f o r me as a Uni ted 
S t a t e s c i t i z e n t h a t no S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e i n my t i m e , or i n 
my e x p e r i e n c e , has t r i e d t o i n f l u e n c e t h e b e h a v i o r of t h e u n i v e r -
s i t y i n any p o l i t i c a l s e n s e o r i n any way d i f f e r e n t from t h a t of 
a good u n i v e r s i t y . I t i s a l s o v i t a l t h a t t h e AUB not become 
a weapon f o r i n d o c t r i n a t i o n by t h o s e who would d e s t r o y I s r a e l . 
And what I say h e r e about AUB, I d e v o u t l y hope w i l l come t r u e 
of a l l t h e u n i v e r s i t i e s i n t h e Middle Eas t — famous f o r d i s -
c u s s i o n and n o t a r e n a s f o r a c t i o n . 

This l e a d s t o my s u g g e s t i o n f o r t h e nex t s t e p . I t i s 
no t t o t a k e t h e p l a c e of t h e o t h e r s , b u t I n a d d i t i o n . Perhaps 
i n i t i a l l y under t h e a u s p i c e s of t h e UN bu t l a t e r under t h e a u s p i c e s 
of t h e u n i v e r s i t i e s . I would l i k e t o s e e s e m i n a r s , p r e f e r a b l y 
i n Cyprus o r Rhodes, between f a c u l t y and s t u d e n t s from t h e AUB 
and t h e Hebrew U n i v e r s i t y on a ve ry i n f o r m a l b a s i s f o r two t o 
t h r e e days every two t o t h r e e weeks . You may t h i n k i t i s puck i sh 
of me t o t u r n s t u d e n t s on s t u d e n t s and you may s u s p e c t t h i s i s a 
means t o d e f u s e t h e i r a t t a c k on u n i v e r s i t i e s . That i s n o t s o . 
These a r e going t o be i n c r e d i b l y d i f f i c u l t t o a r r a n g e , f o r t h e r e 
a r e a l o t of h i g h l y s e n s i t i v e and damaged egos i n v o l v e d . I t 
might have t o be emphasized t h a t i t i s p a t r i o t i c t o l e a r n about 
t h e enemy o r , i f t h a t i s too s t r o n g a word, t h e o p p o s i t i o n . 
I would hope t h i s would grow t o i n v o l v e many Middle E a s t e r n 
u n i v e r s i t i e s t o a c h i e v e u n d e r s t a n d i n g . The I s r a e l i s have been 
slow i n l e a r n i n g A r a b i c , and t h e Arabs much too slow i n l e a r n i n g 
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Hebrew. B r i n g i n g t h e two b e s t b a r g a i n e r s i n t h e wor ld t o a 
t a b l e f o r u n d e r s t a n d i n g can on ly b e u s e f u l . Once u n d e r s t a n d i n g 
i s a c h i e v e d , any k i n d of g e o g r a p h i c g e r r y m a n d e r i n g , West Bank, 
Eas t Bank, w i l l work. Without i t none w i l l work . I n a d d i t i o n 
t o o t h e r e f f o r t s , i t may b e h e l p f u l t o u n i t e t h e e n e r g i e s of 
"new" s t u d e n t s , Arab and I s r a e l i , and t o c a p i t a l i z e on some 
of t h e v i t a l i t y of "new" P a l e s t i n i a n , i n a d r i v e toward u n d e r -
s t a n d i n g . A l l our e f f o r t s a r e go ing t o be t e r r i b l y e x p e n s i v e 
— t o I s r a e l i s , t o Arabs , t o t h e USA, t o t h e USSR, t o B r i t a i n 
and t o F r a n c e . Can we a f f o r d t h i s e f f o r t ? Half an e f f o r t w i l l 
n o t do — i t ha s t o be t o t a l — and I b e l i e v e t h e "new" energy 
i s t h e r e t o b e tapped and used f o r p e a c e , f o r j u s t i c e , and f o r 
a b e t t e r w o r l d . 


