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Foreword by the Conference Chairman 

The twenty-second annua l c o n f e r e n c e of t h e Middle 
Eas t I n s t i t u t e , h e l d a t Georgetown U n i v e r s i t y on 
October 4 and 5 , 1968, was a t t e n d e d by n e a r l y 500 
p e r s o n s , a r e c o r d f o r our c o n f e r e n c e s . I t was r e -
garded as an o u t s t a n d i n g s u c c e s s , due bo th t o t h e 
n a t u r e of t h e s u b j e c t s e l e c t e d f o r d i s c u s s i o n — 
"The Uni ted S t a t e s and t h e Middle E a s t " — and t o 
t h e c a l i b e r of t h e i n d i v i d u a l s whom we were a b l e 
t o a t t r a c t as p a r t i c i p a n t s and c o n f e r e e s . 

The Conference was o r g a n i z e d a long t h e same l i n e s 
as t h e t w e n t y - f i r s t c o n f e r e n c e . A f t e r an opening 
s e s s i o n , t h e c o n f e r e n c e d i v i d e d i n t o t h r e e p a n e l s 
r e f l e c t i n g t h e t h r e e main f i e l d s of i n t e r e s t of 
t h e membership of t h e I n s t i t u t e : p o l i t i c a l , econo-
mic and c u l t u r a l . These t h r e e p a n e l s , mee t ing 
s i m u l t a n e o u s l y , i n t u r n devolved i n t o t h r e e s e s s i o n s 
which met t h roughou t t h e r e s t of October 4 . Each 
s e s s i o n was under t h e cha i rmansh ip of a d i s c u s s i o n 
l e a d e r who f i r s t made a few b r i e f remarks and then 
c a l l e d on two or t h r e e p r e v i o u s l y s e l e c t e d p a r t i -
c i p a n t s t o comment. The s e s s i o n was n e x t thrown 
open f o r d i s c u s s i o n f rom t h e f l o o r . On t h e morning 
of October 5 t h e c o n f e r e n c e met a g a i n i n p l e n a r y 
s e s s i o n , when each of t h e t h r e e p a n e l chairmen sum-
mar ized t h e p r o c e e d i n g s of h i s p a n e l . A f u r t h e r 
open d i s c u s s i o n f o l l o w e d . 

The use of s imu l t aneous p a n e l s succeeded i n s t i m -
u l a t i n g a h igh deg ree of aud ience p a r t i c i p a t i o n . 
While c o n s i d e r a b l e a t t e n t i o n t ended n a t u r a l l y t o 
be focused on t h e A r a b - I s r a e l complex, every e f f o r t 
was made t o b roaden t h e d i s c u s s i o n t o cover t h e e n -
t i r e a r e a of i n t e r e s t t o t h e I n s t i t u t e . 

I n o r d e r t o p roduce a f r e e r d i s c u s s i o n , i t was 
dec ided t h a t no f o r m a l p a p e r s would be s u b m i t t e d 
by t h o s e p a r t i c i p a t i n g b u t t h e f o l l o w i n g summaries 
cover t h e e s s e n t i a l p o i n t s d i s c u s s e d . These sum-
m a r i e s were p r e p a r e d by t h e s t u d e n t r a p p o r t e u r s 
a t t a c h e d t o each of t h e t h r e e p a n e l s and reviewed 
by t h e p a n e l cha i rmen. Tex t s of Mr. Eugene B l a c k ' s 
a d d r e s s a t t h e evening s e s s i o n on October 4 and of 
t h e conc lud ing remarks of Ambassador Hare , P r e s i d e n t 
of t h e I n s t i t u t e , a r e a l s o i n c l u d e d . 

Evan M. Wilson 
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P O L I T I C A L P A N E L 

Session One: Area Points of View P r o f e s s o r Roder ic Davison em-
p h a s i z e d a t t h e o u t s e t t h a t t h e r e a r e many p o l i t i c a l a c t o r s i n t h e Middle 
Eas t and t h a t p o l i t i c a l i s s u e s cannot be seen i n i s o l a t i o n from t h e i r l o -
c a l , r e g i o n a l and g l o b a l c o n t e x t s . The p a n e l of t h r e e s t r e s s e d t h e m a j o r 
p o l i t i c a l t r e n d s and i s s u e s i n d i f f e r e n t p a r t s of t h e a r e a : Dr . Davison 
was concerned wi th t h e Nor the rn T i e r , i . e . I r a n and Turkey; Dr. Hisham 
S h a r a b i d i s c u s s e d t h e E a s t e r n Arab World; and P r o f e s s o r L. Car l Brown r e -
viewed r e c e n t developments i n North A f r i c a . According t o the Chairman of 
t h e P a n e l , omiss ion of I s r a e l from t h e p r e s e n t a t i o n s r e s u l t e d from t h e 
f a c t t h a t w i t h t h r e e s p e a k e r s a l l c o u n t r i e s could no t be covered and , i n 
a d d i t i o n , i t appeared t h a t h e r a t t i t u d e s and ma jo r p o l i t i c a l concerns were 
b e t t e r known i n the Uni ted S t a t e s than o t h e r , more r a d i c a l l y changing a t t i -
t udes i n t h e Middle E a s t . I s r a e l would, of c o u r s e , come up i n t h e s u b s e -
quent d i s c u s s i o n . 

In l a y i n g heavy emphasis on the d i f f e r e n t forms and p a t t e r n s of 
t h e c o l o n i a l e x p e r i e n c e i n North A f r i c a , P r o f e s s o r Brown posed t h e f o l l o w -
ing q u e s t i o n : How does Nor th A f r i c a f i t i n t o t h e Middle Eas t? T r a d i t i o n -
a l l y , i t has looked i n one of t h r e e d i r e c t i o n s : toward Europe, A f r i c a o r 
t h e Middle E a s t . A few y e a r s ago t h e Maghrib became q u i t e i nvo lved i n 
Sub-Saharan A f r i c a n p o l i t i c s and t h e a f f a i r s of t h e O r g a n i z a t i o n of A f r i c a n 
U n i t y , an i n t e r e s t which has d e c l i n e d i n t h e l a s t y e a r . Europe and e s p e c -
i a l l y France a r e s t i l l ex t r eme ly impor t an t t o t h e Maghr ib . Although F rance 
i s l e s s invo lved i n p o s t - i n d e p e n d e n c e North A f r i c a , she i s s t i l l a f o c a l 
p o i n t i n many ways - i n p a r t i c u l a r , French c u l t u r a l and e d u c a t i o n a l i n f l u -
ences p e r s i s t and a b a s i c s e n s e of i d e n t i f i c a t i o n w i t h France c o n t i n u e s t o 
p r e v a i l , e s p e c i a l l y among t h e e l i t e s . But changes have o c c u r r e d ; t h e r a p i d 
removal of Jewish and French m i n o r i t i e s , w h i l e no t comple te , has had an e n o r -
mous impact on t h e a r e a , and p a r t i a l w i t h d r a w a l of F rance has opened t h e 
a r e a f o r p o l i t i c a l and commercial r e l a t i o n s w i t h o t h e r European c o u n t r i e s 
as w e l l as w i th t h e Uni ted S t a t e s . In r e f e r e n c e t o North A f r i c a ' s r e l a t i o n s 
w i t h t h e Middle E a s t , Dr. Brown noted t h a t t h e r e ha s been an i n c r e a s e i n t h e 
i n t e n s i t y of f e e l i n g f o r t h e Arab v i ewpo in t on t h e A r a b - I s r a e l i i s s u e s i n c e 
t h e war of June 1967. While t h e Maghr ib i c o u n t r i e s a r e today moving away 
from an emot iona l involvement i n t h e p rob lem, t h e r e p e r s i s t s a d e f i n i t e 
tendency t o use t h e A r a b - I s r a e l i i s s u e t o s c o r e p o i n t s a g a i n s t p o l i t i c a l 
opponen t s . 

Summarily, Dr. Brown c h a r a c t e r i z e d t h e p r e s e n t t r e n d of t h e whole 
of Nor th A f r i c a as a " t u r n i n g i n w a r d . " In T u n i s i a t h e emerging e l i t e wan t s 
t o g e t on w i t h t h e problems of m o d e r n i z a t i o n ; i n A l g e r i a t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
e l i t e i s t r y i n g ha rd t o f i n d ways of keep ing t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y s p i r i t a l i v e ; 
and i n Morocco, o ld s t y l e s and p a t t e r n s of p o l i t i c s , o f t e n t r i b a l i n c h a r -
a c t e r , s t i l l dominate t h e s c e n e . L ibya , r i c h i n r e s o u r c e s and poor i n popu-
l a t i o n , e x i s t s between two g r o u p s , t h e Arab Eas t and t h e Maghrib; a t p r e s e n t 
she i n c l i n e s toward t h e Arab E a s t . One i m p o r t a n t a s p e c t of t h e g e n e r a l t r e n d 
toward t u r n i n g inward has been t h e e f f o r t by Nor th A f r i c a n l e a d e r s to s e e 
t h e i r problems i n a Maghr ib i c o n t e x t . D e s p i t e t e n s i o n s ( a s , f o r example , 
t h e Alger ian-Moroccan b o r d e r d i s p u t e ) , some economic c o o p e r a t i o n has begun . 



Turning t o a d i s c u s s i o n of r e c e n t p o l i t i c a l t r e n d s i n t h e E a s t e r n 
Arab World, Dr . S h a r a b i made t h e f o l l o w i n g o b s e r v a t i o n s : 1) A l l p o i n t s 
of view i n t h e Arab Eas t s i n c e June 5 , 1967, toward t h e Uni ted S t a t e s a r e 
de te rmined by t h e US a t t i t u d e toward t h e A r a b - I s r a e l i i s s u e . 2) Area 
p o i n t s of view e x i s t on two l e v e l s , p o p u l a r and government . Of t h e l a t t e r , 
t h r e e p o i n t s of view must be d i s t i n g u i s h e d - t h e J o r d a n i a n , t h e Sy r i an and 
t h e E g y p t i a n . The masses , however , tend to show a g r e a t e r s o l i d a r i t y w i th 
t h e P a l e s t i n i a n p e o p l e . 3) Egypt i s t h e spokesman f o r t h e Arab s t a t e s ; 
what t h e UAR d e c i d e s h a s t h e g r e a t e s t chance of s u c c e s s . Egypt had a p o l -
i c y of nona l ignmen t ; only when r e l a t i o n s w i t h t h e Uni ted S t a t e s d e t e r i o r a t e d 
du r ing t h e Johnson a d m i n i s t r a t i o n d id t h e UAR move c l o s e r t o t h e Sov ie t Union. 
I t appea r s t h a t r e c e n t US a c t i o n has damaged the UAR's d e s i r e d p o l i c i e s . 
4) Egypt ian or Arab p r o - S o v i e t p o l i c i e s a r e a f u n c t i o n of US p r o - Z i o n i s t 
p o l i c i e s , no t v i c e v e r s a . 5) The a t t i t u d e of t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y c i r c l e s 
has been i n c r e a s i n g l y a r t i c u l a t e d . Comprised p r i m a r i l y of s t u d e n t s and 
i n t e l l e c t u a l s (but i n c r e a s i n g i n numbers) , t h e s e groups view US g l o b a l p o l -
i c i e s as a g r e s s i v e , i m p e r i a l i s t i c and a g a i n s t r e v o l u t i o n a r y s t r u g g l e s a c r o s s 
t he g l o b e . They s u b s c r i b e t o t h e o p i n i o n t h a t t he Uni ted S t a t e s i n t h e Arab 
Eas t i s t r y i n g t o b r i n g down t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y regimes of Egypt , S y r i a , I r a q , 
t he Sudan, t h e Yemen and South Arab ia and promote the s o - c a l l e d "modera te" 
r eg imes . And i t i s f u r t h e r a s s e r t e d t h a t t h e US f i n d s i n a m i l i t a n t and 
s t r o n g I s r a e l t h e b e s t i n s t r u m e n t to promote t h e s e a r e a p o l i c i e s . 6) An 
improvement i n US-Arab r e l a t i o n s i s i n t r i n s i c a l l y connected w i t h Uni ted 
S t a t e s views on t h e A r a b - I s r a e l i i s s u e , and i n t h i s r e g a r d c l a r i f i c a t i o n 
i s s o r e l y l a c k i n g on two p o i n t s : f i r s t , t h e problem e x i s t s n o t between 
I s r a e l and a vague group of Arabs , b u t r a t h e r between I s r a e l and t h e UAR, 
S y r i a and J o r d a n ; and second , t h e problem i s between P a l e s t i n i a n Jews and 
P a l e s t i n i a n Arabs . 7) There i s n e e d , t h e Arabs f e e l , f o r a P a l e s t i n i a n 
s o l u t i o n t o a P a l e s t i n i a n p rob lem. G r e a t e r p a r t i c i p a t i o n of P a l e s t i n i a n 
e lements i n t h e problem has o c c u r r e d i n t h e l a s t y e a r . I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g 
t o n o t e t h a t a P a l e s t i n i a n N a t i o n a l Congress he ld l a s t summer adopted a 
P a l e s t i n i a n N a t i o n a l C h a r t e r and hopes soon t o form a P a l e s t i n i a n government 
i n e x i l e . 

I n examining r e c e n t t r e n d s i n I r a n and Turkey, P r o f e s s o r Davison 
s t r e s s e d f o u r p o i n t s : f i r s t , a r e a l c o o p e r a t i o n , p r i m a r i l y i n t h e economic 
and communications f i e l d s , ha s s t a r t e d between t h e two c o u n t r i e s over t h e 
l a s t s e v e r a l y e a r s . This has o c c u r r e d mos t ly w i t h i n t h e c o n t e x t of CENTO. 
A f u s i o n of t h e s e two s t a t e s i s n o t l i k e l y w h i l e i n c r e a s e d c o o p e r a t i o n i s . 
Second, t h e Nor the rn T i e r s t a t e s have problems w i t h t h e i r Arab ne ighbo r s 
r e s u l t i n g from v a r i o u s c i r c u m s t a n c e s , no t t h e l e a s t of which i s t h e p o l l -
t i c a l i n s t a b i l i t y i n I r a q and S y r i a . These problems u s u a l l y i n v o l v e b o r -
de r q u e s t i o n s , I r a n i a n and Turk i sh r e l a t i o n s w i t h I s r a e l and t h e s u r v i v a l 
of Jewish communit ies i n t h o s e two c o u n t r i e s , and t h e o f t e n s t r a i n e d r e -
l a t i o n s w i t h Egypt - on t h e Cyprus i s s u e f o r Turkey and on t h e i s s u e s of 
t h e P e r s i a n Gulf and Bahra in f o r I r a n . Both I r a n and Turkey, however , a r e 
t r y i n g t o improve t h e i r r e l a t i o n s w i t h the Arab s t a t e s ; r e c e n t I r a n i a n -
Kuwai t i agreements on o f f - s h o r e d r i l l i n g r i g h t s p r o v i d e an example. T h i r d , 
f o r b o t h c o u n t r i e s t h e r e e x i s t s t h e problem of " i n f e l i c i t o u s j u x t a p o s i t i o n . " 
For Turkey , i t i s Cyprus and f o r I r a n i t i s B a h r a i n . These i s s u e s , sou rces 
of t e n s i o n , a r e under d i s c u s s i o n a t p r e s e n t . F o u r t h , t h e r e has been a swing 
i n t h e s e two c o u n t r i e s away f rom c l o s e a l ignment w i t h t h e West and toward 
t h e development of commercial r e l a t i o n s wi th the E a s t e r n b l o c and the USSR. 
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This swing does no t r e p r e s e n t an extreme p o l i c y or r e a c t i o n ; i t i s mere ly 
an i n d e p e n d e n t , middle p o l i c y . These new p o l i c i e s a r e no t e r r a t i c or 
i r r a t i o n a l ; they a r e t h e i r own p o l i c i e s . 

I n the d i s c u s s i o n t h a t ensued , q u e s t i o n s were r a i s e d about North 
A f r i c a ' s o r i e n t a t i o n , t h e European i n f l u e n c e , and t h e involvement of t h e 
Maghrib i n A f r i c a n i s s u e s . The slow move of t h e Maghrib towards s o l i d a r -
i t y w i t h t h e Arab Eas t was seen as a p e r s i s t e n t and i n e v i t a b l e t r e n d t h a t 
w i l l be pe rhaps a c c e l e r a t e d i n t h e f u t u r e . 

With r e g a r d to Turkey and I r a n , concern was e x p r e s s e d over t h e 
p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t t h e s e two c o u n t r i e s a r e f o r g e t t i n g p e r s i s t e n t Russ i an 
aims d a t i n g from C z a r i s t t imes i n t h e i r d e a l i n g s w i t h t h e USSR. I t was 
proposed t h a t t h e economic b a s e s of t h e s e two c o u n t r i e s a r e so t i e d t o 
t h e West t h a t t h e r e i s l i t t l e danger of t h e S o v i e t advances i n I r a n and 
Turkey going too f a r . As f o r t h e Uni ted S t a t e s view on B a h r a i n , i t was 
p o i n t e d out t h a t t h e US has no p o s i t i o n s i n c e Grea t B r i t a i n s t i l l ha s 
t r e a t y a r rangements w i t h t h a t i s l a n d and h a n d l e s i t s f o r e i g n r e l a t i o n s . 
The US may have to adopt a p o s i t i o n i n t h e n e a r f u t u r e . 

The q u e s t i o n was a l s o r a i s e d as t o whe ther t h e Uni ted S t a t e s has 
changed i t s b a s i c p o s i t i o n on t h e A r a b - I s r a e l i i s s u e i n t h e l a s t dozen 
y e a r s . Disagreement ensued; some responded i n t h e n e g a t i v e , and o t h e r s 
p o i n t e d out t h a t any d i f f e r e n c e was r e l a t e d to t h e d i f f e r e n t c i r c u m s t a n c e s 
s u r r o u n d i n g t h e c r i s e s of 1956 and 1967. The view was e x p r e s s e d t h a t t h e 
Arabs do no t t h i n k h i s t o r i c a l l y and t h a t t h e i r a t t i t u d e s on US p o l i c y a r e 
p a r t i c u l a r l y t i e d t o t h e p r e s e n t i n which they s e e a d e f i n i t e c r y s t a l l i -
z a t i o n of p o l i c i e s a long a p r o - Z i o n i s t l i n e i n t h e Johnson a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . 

Session Two: The Middle East in World Politics I n t h i s s e s s i o n 
t h e a t t i t u d e s and p o l i c i e s of o u t s i d e powers and t h e r o l e of t h e Un i t ed 
N a t i o n s were d i s c u s s e d . 

Speaking of t h e S o v i e t Un ion ' s g o a l s i n t h e Middle E a s t , P r o f e s s o r 
D i n e r s t e i n a s s e r t e d t h a t t h e p r imary i n t e r e s t of t h e S o v i e t Union was t o 
"ge t o t h e r s ( t h e West) o u t " of t h e a r e a . A f t e r World War I I , t h e USSR 
s u p p o r t e d t h e c r e a t i o n of I s r a e l t o move t h e B r i t i s h ou t of P a l e s t i n e ; a t 
p r e s e n t she s u p p o r t s t h e Arabs i n o r d e r t o move t h e Uni ted S t a t e s o u t . 
The pr imary aim i s t o become t h e a r b i t e r of t h e a r e a - t h a t i s , t o p l a y 
a r o l e s i m i l a r t o t h e r o l e p l ayed by t h e R u s s i a n s i n b r i n g i n g p e a c e be tween 
P a k i s t a n and I n d i a by means of t h e "Tashkent s p i r i t . " To be a r b i t e r , t h e y 
have t r i e d to avo id t h e ext reme p o s i t i o n s of some Arab groups and have t r i e d 
to o b t a i n more than one c l i e n t i n t h e a r e a . B u t , w h i l e they have c l i e n t s , 
they cannot c o n t r o l them comple te ly as t h e e v e n t s of 1967 d r a m a t i c a l l y showed. 
I f a c l i e n t f a i l s you, you can wi thdraw s u p p o r t o r t r y t o h e l p a g a i n ; t h e 
USSR op ted toward t h e l a t t e r . 

According t o P r o f e s s o r D i n e r s t e i n , t h e d i f f i c u l t y f o r t h e Uni t ed 
S t a t e s i s t h a t t h e s i t u a t i o n i s no t s y m m e t r i c a l . The US does n o t want t o 
be i n t h e p o s i t i o n of b e i n g e x c l u s i v e l y t h e sponsor of I s r a e l . I n our 
r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h I s r a e l , we have l i t t l e u l t i m a t e i n f l u e n c e p a r t i c u l a r l y 
because we f a i l e d t o honor D u l l e s ' g u a r a n t e e (1957) of f reedom of n a v i g a t i o n 
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th rough t h e T i r a n S t r a i t and t h e Gulf of Aqabah. Thus, i n t h e p r e s e n t 
s i t u a t i o n Russ i a has f a r more c o n t r o l over t h e Arabs than t h e US does 
over t h e I s r a e l i s . I f t h e p r e s e n t s i t u a t i o n remains t h e same f o r twenty 
y e a r s , he conc luded , I s r a e l w i l l l o s e . T h e r e f o r e , by w a i t i n g , t h e USSR 
w i n s . I s r a e l , even i f i t d e c i d e s t o ho ld them, cannot absorb t h e t e r r i -
t o r i e s o r t h e p o p u l a t i o n s a c q u i r e d i n t h e June war . 

Ambassador Yost spoke i n more g e n e r a l t e r m s . He s u g g e s t e d , a t t he 
o u t s e t , t h a t t h e Middle Eas t h a s been e i t h e r a " s u b j e c t " ( t h a t i s , having 
t h e a b i l i t y t o a c t i n d e p e n d e n t l y i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l p o l i t i c s and making a l l 
d e c i s i o n s r e l e v a n t to t h e a r e a ) or an " o b j e c t " ( t h a t i s , l a c k i n g t h e a b i l i t y 
t o a c t i n d e p e n d e n t l y , l e a v i n g t o o t h e r s d e c i s i o n s r e l e v a n t t o t h e a r e a ) i n 
h i s t o r y . A f t e r World War I , t h e Middle Eas t was l a r g e l y an a rena f o r r i v a l -
r i e s of t h e Grea t Powers. S ince World War I I , however, r e s i d u a l c a p a b i l i t i e s 
as " s u b j e c t " f o r i n f l u e n c i n g t h e r e s t of t h e world have emerged. For example, 

1 . I n s i s t e n c e on no t b e i n g " o b j e c t : 1 1 s t r e s s on n a t i o n a l i s m . 
2 . C a p a b i l i t y of p rovoking c o n f l i c t s which could i n v o l v e o t h e r s 

( e . g . t h e A r a b - I s r a e l i c o n f l i c t and t h e Alger ian-Moroccan 
b o r d e r i s s u e ) . 

3 . I l l - d e f i n e d b u t p o w e r f u l i n f l u e n c e of I s r a e l on t h e West . 
4 . O i l - dependence of Europe . 
5 . Communications - t h e v a l u e of t he Suez Canal and a i r r o u t e s . 

Ambassador Yost touched upon t h e Nor thern T i e r and North A f r i c a 
b r i e f l y . He c o n s i d e r e d t h e N o r t h e r n T i e r a f i r m b a r r i e r t o Sov ie t m i l i -
t a r y expans ion and s t a t e d t h a t new p o l i t i c a l a t t i t u d e s a r e emerging t h e r e 
which w i l l n o t f undamen ta l l y change t h e power s i t u a t i o n . He conf i rmed 
P r o f e s s o r D a v i s o n ' s e a r l i e r remarks concern ing t h e rapprochement between 
t h e USSR and t h e Nor thern T i e r ; he a l s o no ted t h a t t h e c o u n t r i e s of North 
A f r i c a a r e l e s s a f a c t o r i n wor ld p o l i t i c s than t h e Nor the rn T i e r and the 
Arab E a s t . 

The conc lud ing s e c t i o n of Ambassador Y o s t ' s remarks concerned t h e 
e x t e r n a l p o l i t i c a l and m i l i t a r y i n t e r e s t s i n t h e A r a b - I s r a e l i complex. 
A f t e r making p a s s i n g r e f e r e n c e s t o t h e r e s i d u a l Anglo-French and European 
i n t e r e s t s i n t h e a r e a and t h e S o v i e t o b j e c t i v e s t h e r e , he d i s c u s s e d t h e 
consequences of t h e A r a b - I s r a e l i complex f o r t h e Uni ted S t a t e s . I n p a r -
t i c u l a r , he no ted t h e d e c l i n i n g US i n f l u e n c e i n t h e Arab w o r l d , i n t e r n a l 
US p o p u l a r s u p p o r t f o r I s r a e l and t h e dangers of a US-USSR c o n f r o n t a t i o n 
i n t h e a r e a . I n t h i s r e g a r d , t h e most v i t a l i n t e r e s t of t h e Uni ted S t a t e s 
i s t o l e s s e n t h e chances of w a r . While t he Uni ted Na t ions d id n o t pe r fo rm 
w e l l b e f o r e t h e June wa r , t h e r e s o l u t i o n of November 22, 1967, p r o v i d e s , 
i n g e n e r a l t e r m s , t he b a s i s f o r a p o s s i b l e f u t u r e s e t t l e m e n t . The a r e a 
seems u n a b l e t o s o l v e t h i s problem as " s u b j e c t ; " t h e a l t e r n a t i v e i s f o r 
t h e UN o r t h e g r e a t powers t o work out a s o l u t i o n . The UN p r o v i d e s t h e 
most h o p e f u l c o u r s e ; recommendations and p r e s s u r e from t h e S e c u r i t y Counci l 
a r e more e a s i l y accep ted t h a n from i n d i v i d u a l powers . 

Mr. Schwartz r a i s e d two p o i n t s . While he agreed t h a t t h e Uni ted 
S t a t e s s u p p o r t s I s r a e l ' s e x i s t e n c e , t h a t i t must do so and w i l l c o n t i n u e 
t o do s o , t h i s s u p p o r t does n o t n e c e s s a r i l y mean t h a t t h e US s u p p o r t s a l l 
of h e r p o l i c i e s . He t h e n a s k e d : I s US i n f l u e n c e i n t h e Middle Eas t 
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d e c l i n i n g as Ambassador Yost or o t h e r s sugges t ed? More i m p o r t a n t , i f 
t h i s i s so when was t h a t i n f l u e n c e s t r o n g e r or g r e a t e r ? Without ex -
p l i c i t l y s ay ing s o , Mr. Schwartz q u e s t i o n e d whether US i n f l u e n c e i n 
t h e a r e a was ever so s t r o n g a s some today b e l i e v e i t t o have b e e n . 

During t h e q u e s t i o n p e r i o d , t h e t h r e e d i s c u s s a n t s ag reed t h a t 
t h e r e was l i t t l e i n f l u e n c e of t h e Czechos lovak ia c r i s i s on t h e Middle 
E a s t , a l t h o u g h some d i sag reemen t was e v i d e n t . 

In c o n c l u d i n g , i t appeared t h a t Ambassador Yost was more o p t i m i s -
t i c than h i s c o l l e a g u e s ; he c o n t i n u a l l y s t r e s s e d t h e r o l e t h a t t h e Uni t ed 
N a t i o n s could p l a y i n changing t h e s i t u a t i o n and c r e a t i n g a more v i a b l e 
peace ar rangement than t h a t o f f e r e d by t h e a r m i s t i c e s of 1948. P r o f e s s o r 
D i n e r s t e i n was l e s s s o ; he saw l i t t l e chance f o r t h e Uni ted S t a t e s t o 
m a i n t a i n a p o s i t i o n on a p a r w i t h R u s s i a . 

Session Three: United States Interest I t was g e n e r a l l y ag reed 
t h a t t h e Uni ted S t a t e s has f o u r b a s i c i n t e r e s t s i n t h e Middle E a s t . 1) To 
avoid h o s t i l i t i e s t h a t might l e a d t o a US-USSR c o n f r o n t a t i o n . 2) To b l o c k 
S o v i e t domina t ion of t h e M e d i t e r r a n e a n Sea . 3) To m a i n t a i n a c c e s s t o r e -
s o u r c e s i n t h e a r e a and e s p e c i a l l y t o o i l . 4) To m a i n t a i n t h e e x i s t e n c e 
of t h e S t a t e of I s r a e l . The t h r e e s p e a k e r s d e l i n e a t e d , r e f i n e d and pu t 
i n t o a g l o b a l c o n t e x t t h e s e i n t e r e s t s and t h e i r p a r a m e t e r s . 

Mr. Root viewed t h e s e concerns w i t h i n t h e c o n t e x t of North A f r i c a 
and s a i d t h a t Uni ted S t a t e s i n t e r e s t s t h e r e were l a r g e l y t h e same as i n 
t h e r e s t of t h e a r e a . He added t h a t 1967 was a w a t e r s h e d f o r Nor th A f r i c a n -
Arab Eas t r e l a t i o n s . While he agreed w i t h P r o f e s s o r Brown's e a r l i e r t h e s i s 
t h a t t h e r e was a " t u r n i n g inward" movement i n t h e Maghrib , he s a i d t h a t 
North A f r i c a was s t r o n g l y i n f l u e n c e d by e v e n t s In t h e Middle E a s t , i n 
p a r t i c u l a r t h o s e between t h e Arabs and I s r a e l . US i n t e r e s t s i n North A f r i c a 
a r e o l d e r than t h o s e i n t h e Arab E a s t , he conc luded , b u t today t h e Maghrib 
i s i n f l u e n c e d by US p o l i c y i n the Arab Eas t more than eve r b e f o r e . 

Colonel J o r d a n , l ook ing a t US i n t e r e s t s i n t h e Middle Eas t i n 
g e n e r a l and t h e Nor thern T i e r i n p a r t i c u l a r , sugges t ed t h a t i n c a l c u l a t i n g 
our i n t e r e s t s , we must examine t h e f o l l o w i n g q u e s t i o n : Does t h e S o v i e t 
Union seek to e j e c t t h e Uni ted S t a t e s f rom t h e a r e a o r i s i t p r e p a r e d t o 
s e t t l e f o r a p o s i t i o n of i n f l u e n c e ? Colone l Jo rdan s t r e s s e d t h e impor t ance 
of t h e answer t o t h i s q u e r y , a s s e r t i n g t h a t much could f o l l o w from any 
f o r m u l a t e d r e s p o n s e . In t h e Nor the rn T i e r c o n t e x t he p roposed t h a t t h e 
Uni ted S t a t e s , r e g a r d l e s s of how i t r e sponds t o t h e q u e s t i o n t h e r e , keep 
a maximum m i l i t a r y p o s t u r e because t h e d e t e n t e w i t h Russ i a could end o v e r -
n i g h t ; t h e US must m a i n t a i n maximum f l e x i b i l i t y . In c o n c l u s i o n , Colone l 
Jo rdan p o i n t e d out t h a t t h e US could f o l l o w one of t h r e e c o u r s e s f o r t h e 
pu rpose of m a i n t a i n i n g and p r o t e c t i n g US a c c e s s t o t h e Middle E a s t : f i r s t , 
t h e US could f o l l o w a p o l i c y of minimal i nvo lvemen t , a p o l i c y of c o u n t e r -
ing S o v i e t b l a c k m a i l a t a d i s t a n c e . Second, t h e US could p u r s u e an i n t e r -
v e n t i o n i s t p o l i c y ; i t could seek t o impose s e t t l e m e n t s on t h e a r e a ( e . g . 
working w i t h Russ i a t o end t h e A r a b - I s r a e l i c o n f l i c t ) . However, we do n o t 
have t h e i n f l u e n c e t o impose such s e t t l e m e n t s nor do we want t h e r e s p o n s l -
b i l i t i e s t h a t go w i t h t h e i n t e r v e n t i o n i s t p o l i c y . A t h i r d c h o i c e i s a 
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p o l i c y of c o n s t r u c t i v e b u t l i m i t e d engagement. Colonel Jo rdan f e l t t h a t 
t h e US had fo l l owed such a p o l i c y w i th succes s i n t h e Nor thern T i e r . 

Mr. Saunder s , i n r e l a t i n g our f o u r b a s i c i n t e r e s t s t o g l o b a l 
i n t e r e s t s , posed two q u e s t i o n s . Are t h e s e US i n t e r e s t s v i t a l or merely 
v e r y impor t an t ? And, a r e US i n t e r e s t s mainly m i l i t a r y and s t r a t e g i c i n 
c h a r a c t e r , o r a r e t h e f o u r i n t e r e s t s of equa l impor tance? Al so , t he 
q u e s t i o n i s sometimes asked w h e t h e r , i f our i n t e r e s t s i n t h e a r e a a r e 
no t v i t a l t o t h e US, might no t i t be b e t t e r t o work w i t h i n t e r n a l f o r c e s 
i n t h e a r e a , i . e . n a t i o n a l i s m , and f o c u s on a l l f o u r i n t e r e s t s a t t he 
same t i m e . Disagreement was e v i d e n t on t h i s p o i n t . I t was conceded t h a t 
t h e o i l r e s o u r c e s of t h e Middle Eas t were v i t a l t o Europe and Japan and 
t h a t bo th appear t o be a b l e t o keep acce s s open w i t h o u t t h e m i l i t a r y h e l p 
of t h e Uni ted S t a t e s . 

The d i s c u s s i o n which f o l l o w e d c e n t e r e d on t h e n a t u r e of US i n t e r e s t s 
and t h e deg ree of t h e i r impor tance as a means of j u d g i n g what a r e t h e r i g h t 
p o l i c i e s . The Middle E a s t , i t was n o t e d , i s no t impor t an t i n and of i t s e l f 
bu t because of i t s r e l a t i o n s h i p t o o t h e r f a c t o r s i n t h e world b a l a n c e . 
Some p a r t i c i p a n t s made a comparison of US i n t e r e s t s i n Vietnam and i n t h e 
Middle Eas t and t h e r e l a t i v e p r i o r i t y of t h e s e i n t e r e s t s , b u t Mr. Saunders 
emphasized t h a t t h e s i t u a t i o n s i n t h e two a r e a s a r e comple te ly d i f f e r e n t . 
I t was agreed t h a t thought shou ld be g iven to a more p r e c i s e d e f i n i t i o n of 
US i n t e r e s t i n t h e Middle Eas t a s a means of c l a r i f y i n g t h e q u e s t i o n s f o r 
p o l i c y d e c i s i o n . 

E C O N O M I C P A N E L 

Session One: Investment and Business The d i s c u s s i o n of i n v e s t -
ment and b u s i n e s s i n t h e Middle Eas t r ecogn ized and focused upon two p o i n t s 
of v iew: t h e i n t e r e s t s and r e s o u r c e s of t h e i n v e s t o r , and t h e i n t e r e s t s 
and g o a l s of t h e h o s t c o u n t r y . On bo th s i d e s t h e r e a r e mixed f e e l i n g s 
about t h e d e s i r a b i l i t y of c l o s e c o n t a c t . The Arab governments a r e s u s p i c i o u s 
of t h e involvement of t h e Uni t ed S t a t e s i n t h e Middle E a s t , b u t a t t h e same 
t ime r e s p e c t and want t h e b e n e f i t s of US techno logy and management t e c h n i q u e s . 
Many of t h e c o u n t r i e s i n t h e Middle Eas t have no t been among t h e n a t i o n s most 
p o p u l a r w i t h US b u s i n e s s and American businessmen f e e l t h a t t h e p o l i t i c a l , 
economic and s o c i a l i n s t a b i l i t y of t h e Middle Eas t c r e a t e s an u n f a v o r a b l e 
" c l i m a t e f o r i n v e s t m e n t . " N e v e r t h e l e s s , t he growing marke t s i n t he Middle 
Eas t (due t o o i l income, i n c r e a s i n g p o p u l a t i o n and demand) o f f e r g r e a t , even 
un ique o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r i n v e s t m e n t . 

The problems which f a c e t h e American bus inessmen who wish t o i n v e s t 
i n t h e Middle Eas t were enumerated and e l a b o r a t e d upon by many of t h e p a r -
t i c i p a n t s . The most w ide ly d i s c u s s e d were t h e f o l l o w i n g : 

1 . Cont inuous p o l i t i c a l t e n s i o n and t h e r e s u l t a n t u n f a v o r a b l e 
i nves tmen t c l i m a t e . 

2 . T e c h n o l o g i c a l and e d u c a t i o n a l gaps no t only between t h e West 
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and t h e Arab, c o u n t r i e s , bu t a l s o w i t h i n the Arab c o u n t r i e s , 
between t h e u r b a n i z e d educa ted c l a s s e s and t h e t r a d i t i o n a l 
r u r a l s o c i e t y from which t h e l a b o r f o r c e must i n c r e a s i n g l y 
be drawn. 

3 . Lack of o rgan i zed l a b o r . Where l a b o r o r g a n i z a t i o n s e x i s t , 
t h e y a r e l a r g e l y p o l i t i c a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s . There a r e few 
r e s p e c t e d o r g a n i z a t i o n s which e s t a b l i s h c r i t e r i a f o r p r o -
f e s s i o n a l i s m or minimum working s t a n d a r d s . Thus, h i r i n g 
workers f o r a new b u s i n e s s i s done l a r g e l y on an ad hoc 
b a s i s . 

4 . Limi ted human, f i n a n c i a l and n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e s o t h e r t h a n 
o i l . 

5 . Governmental r ed t a p e . A l l t h r e e p a n e l i s t s urged US 
bus inessmen t o a c q u i r e a b e t t e r knowledge of how t h e Arab 
governments f u n c t i o n and no ted t h a t a l a c k of r e s p e c t f o r 
t h e i r p r o c e d u r e s l e a d s only t o s u s p i c i o n and l a c k of 
c o o p e r a t i o n . 

6. Compet i t ion from f o r e i g n f i r m s . The Middle Eas t i s no t 
l i m i t e d i n i t s t r a d e d e a l i n g s t o American b u s i n e s s ; i n f a c t , 
s e v e r a l of t h e p a r t i c i p a n t s no ted t h a t American f i r m s were 
i n a l e s s advantageous p o s i t i o n v i s - a - v i s European f i r m s . 
Not only a r e f o r e i g n f i r m s o f t e n s u b s i d i z e d by t h e i r g o v e r n -
men t s , bu t US i n f l a t i o n g i v e s them a compara t i ve ly b e t t e r 
p r i c e s t r u c t u r e . 

7 . S c a r c i t y of t h o u g h t - o u t i nves tmen t p r o j e c t s . The American 
bus inessman who wishes t o i n v e s t i n t h e a r e a w i l l have t o 
deve lop sound inves tmen t o p p o r t u n i t i e s , and t h e c o s t of 
f e a s i b i l i t y s t u d i e s o f t e n makes i n v e s t m e n t c o s t s p r o h i b i t i v e , 

American-Arab b u s i n e s s r e l a t i o n s , i t was p o i n t e d o u t , a r e a two-
edged sword, and t h e r e a r e as many problems from t h e p o i n t of view of t h e 
h o s t coun t ry as from t h a t of t h e US i n v e s t o r . For example , t h e r e i s t h e 
g e n e r a l s u s p i c i o n of US economic c o l o n i a l i s m . This s u s p i c i o n i s n o t based 
mere ly on n a t i o n a l i s m ; i t has i t s r o o t s i n t h e h i s t o r y of t h e f o r e i g n 
economic r e l a t i o n s of Middle E a s t e r n c o u n t r i e s . Four a s p e c t s i n p a r t i c u l a r 
were ment ioned as be ing p r e j u d i c i a l t o i n c r e a s e d Arab-American economic 
r e l a t i o n s . 

F i r s t , t h e p r i c i n g of US goods s u b s t a n t i a l l y r e d u c e s t h e i r marke t 
i n t h e Middle E a s t ; r e l a t e d to t h i s i s t h e need t o t a i l o r t h e p r o d u c t s t o 
be t h e s o r t t o meet market demands. A second problem a r i s e s f rom t h e 
b u s i n e s s m a n ' s a t t i t u d e toward a r e a n a t i o n a l s : w h i l e l o c a l p e r s o n n e l a r e 
t r a i n e d i n t h e v o c a t i o n a l s k i l l s and as t e c h n i c i a n s , t h e r e i s l i t t l e e n -
couragement of and p r e p a r a t i o n f o r l o c a l p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n management. Loca l 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n a t a l l l e v e l s of t h e b u s i n e s s would n o t on ly i n d i c a t e t h e 
i n t e r e s t of US b u s i n e s s i n t h e development of t h e r e g i o n bu t would a l s o 
d e m o n s t r a t e b u s i n e s s ' s long term commitment t o t h e c o u n t r y . Such a demon-
s t r a t i o n of commitment i s e s p e c i a l l y i m p o r t a n t i n v iew of a t h i r d p rob lem, 
t h e f e e l i n g of many Arabs t h a t t h e bus inessman wants t o "make a f a s t buck" 
and d e p a r t . A f o u r t h problem was touched upon, t h a t of t h e i n f l e x i b l e 
c r e d i t te rms o f f e r e d t o Arab bus ines smen . The American bus inessman 
shou ld be p r e p a r e d t o be more f l e x i b l e and d i s c a r d t h e a t t i t u d e too f r e -
q u e n t l y t a k e n of " t a k e i t or l e a v e i t . " 
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The p a r t i c i p a n t s t h e n d i s c u s s e d t h r e e c o n s i d e r a t i o n s which should 
gu ide American b u s i n e s s m e n ' s a c t i v i t i e s i n t h e Middle Eas t i n t h e nea r 
f u t u r e : c h o i c e of p r o j e c t s , c h o i c e s of modes of p a r t i c i p a t i o n and encourage -
ment of l o c a l p a r t i c i p a t i o n . F u t u r e p r o j e c t s should be long te rm, w i th t h e 
i n t e r e s t s of t h e h o s t coun t ry as w e l l a s of t h e company i n mind. J o i n t 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n t h e p l a n n i n g of p r o j e c t s would do much to encourage s u p -
p o r t . The t y p e s of US b u s i n e s s e s i nvo lved i n t h e Middle Eas t r ange from 
t h o s e comple te ly fo re ign-owned and run to t h o s e comple te ly c o n t r o l l e d by 
l o c a l s u b s i d i a r i e s . The r e c e n t t r e n d has been toward j o i n t v e n t u r e s , b u t 
only l a t e l y have l o c a l n a t i o n a l s been r e c r u i t e d i n t o s e n i o r management. 
The d e s i r a b i l i t y of t r a i n i n g n a t i o n a l s t o s t a f f a l l l e v e l s of t h e b u s i n e s s 
o p e r a t i o n s i s t w o f o l d . F i r s t , i t i s d i f f i c u l t t o f i n d Americans who a r e 
w i l l i n g t o s t a y i n t h e a r e a or who have t h e l i n g u i s t i c and c u l t u r a l b a c k -
ground t o be e f f e c t i v e . More i m p o r t a n t l y , t h e encouragement of n a t i o n a l s 
i n upper management as w e l l a s i n t h e t e c h n i c a l s k i l l s w i l l encourage t h e 
t r u s t of t h e h o s t government i n t h e long range p r o f i t a b i l i t y of t h e p r o j e c t . 

In summary, i t was a s s e r t e d t h a t t h e Uni ted S t a t e s has a good 
r e p u t a t i o n f o r e f f i c i e n c y and s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d o p e r a t i o n s . American b u s i -
n e s s can o f f e r i t s t echno logy and management t e c h n i q u e s , and a c c e s s t o 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l marke t s which Arab economies need . But , i t was u r g e d , US 
b u s i n e s s must be f l e x i b l e i n i t s d e a l i n g s w i t h t h e Arab governments and 
b u s i n e s s e s ; i t must c o n t i n u e t o be s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d , p a t i e n t and , more 
i m p o r t a n t l y , concerned w i t h t h e long range p r o f i t a b i l i t y of i t s p r o j e c t s . 
On t h e o t h e r hand Arab governments shou ld dec ide on a r a t i o n a l program f o r 
development , i d e n t i f y t h e i n d u s t r i a l p r o j e c t s which make sense t o t h e 
n a t i o n a l economy, and seek out t h e a p p r o p r i a t e k ind of f o r e i g n i n v e s t o r . 
At t h e same t ime they must be aware of and sympa the t i c to t h e problems 
which f a c e a f o r e i g n i n v e s t o r i n t h e Middle E a s t . 

Session Two: Oil Fol lowing t h e war of June 1967, t h e r e were 
p r e d i c t i o n s t h a t Europe would swi t ch t o an a l t e r n a t e form of f u e l whose 
con t inued supp ly was a s s u r e d . These p r e d i c t i o n s have no t been r e a l i z e d , 
and i t was i n t h e l i g h t of t h e c o n t i n u e d and even i n c r e a s i n g demand f o r 
Middle E a s t e r n o i l t h a t t h i s d i s c u s s i o n was h e l d . 

The c l o s i n g of t h e Suez Canal has a c c e l e r a t e d t h e p r o d u c t i o n of 
s u p e r t a n k e r s (by t h e e a r l y 1970s s u p e r t a n k e r s w i l l be a b l e t o t r a n s p o r t 
one t h i r d of a l l Middle E a s t e r n o i l ) , as w e l l as p l a n s f o r p i p e l i n e s i n 
I s r a e l and Egypt (bo th t h e Egypt ian and I s r a e l i p i p e l i n e s a r e des igned 
f o r a maximum t h r o u g h - p u t of one m i l l i o n b a r r e l s p e r d a y ) . Fu r the rmore , 
OPEC's a c t i v i t i e s have g r e a t l y i n c r e a s e d i n t h e p a s t y e a r , and i t i s 
c r e d i t e d by t h e Arab governments w i t h i n c r e a s e d pe r b a r r e l p r o f i t s s i n c e 
1967; t h u s , i t seems t h a t i n t e r - A r a b c o n s u l t a t i o n on the marke t ing of o i l 
w i l l c o n t i n u e . 

The v a s t o i l r e s e r v e s i n t h e Middle Eas t a r e of g r e a t impor tance 
t o t h e US from t h e p o i n t of view of t r a d e , commerce and n a t i o n a l d e f e n s e . 
There i s a w idesp read r e a l i z a t i o n t h a t t h e Uni ted S t a t e s cannot remain 
s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t i n o i l and , s i n c e t h e proven r e s e r v e s of t he Middle Eas t 
a r e enormous, o i l companies have been b i d d i n g to i n c r e a s e t h e i r s h a r e i n 
o i l p r o d u c t i o n i n t h e r e g i o n . I t was g e n e r a l l y r ecogn ized t h a t o i l r evenues 
a r e a ve ry i m p o r t a n t p a r t of t h e US b a l a n c e of payments , bo th d i r e c t l y , from 
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company p r o f i t s , and i n d i r e c t l y , f rom i n c r e a s e d e x p o r t s t o t h e o i l r i c h 
c o u n t r i e s . In f a c t , i t was no ted t h a t t h e v a l u e of m i l i t a r y equipment 
purchased i n the West was p robab ly g r e a t e r t h a n t h e d o l l a r amount of t h e 
USSR-Egyptian m i l i t a r y equipment . 

Four i s s u e s r e l a t i n g t o Middle E a s t e r n o i l were d i s c u s s e d i n g r e a t 
d e t a i l : o i l a s a p o l i t i c a l weapon; t h e r o l e of t h e Suez Cana l ; t h e p r o -
s p e c t s of n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n of o i l companies; and t h e r o l e of n a t i o n a l o i l 
companies . 

1 . O i l as a p o l i t i c a l weapon. Although European c o u n t r i e s d e -
pendent on Middle E a s t e r n o i l d id no t have t o r a t i o n o i l l a s t J u n e , t h e s e 
c o u n t r i e s would have been i n a ve ry d i f f i c u l t p o s i t i o n had t h e b o y c o t t 
con t inued a n o t h e r month. Aware t h a t even a p a r t i a l b o y c o t t cou ld be damaging, 
European c o u n t r i e s began s t o c k p i l i n g o i l and s e a r c h i n g f o r a l t e r n a t e s u p p l i e r s . 
Even more f a r - r e a c h i n g i n i t s consequences i s t he p r o s p e c t of c o n t r o l of 
Middle E a s t e r n o i l by t h e Sov ie t Union and E a s t e r n Europe . Thus , t h e p a r -
t i c i p a n t s were a lmost unanimous i n denying t h e c o n t e n t i o n t h a t Middle Eas t 
o i l i s no longe r i m p o r t a n t . 

2. The Suez Canal . Dry cargo f rom Asia and A f r i c a , a s w e l l a s 
Middle E a s t e r n o i l , have been r e - r o u t e d around A f r i c a a t a c o n s i d e r a b l e 
expense t o t h e European consumers . The p r o d u c t i o n of s u p e r t a n k e r s (by 
1972, i f c o n s t r u c t i o n c o n t i n u e s , s u p e r t a n k e r s w i l l comprise a t h i r d of 
t h e e s t i m a t e d world t a n k e r f l e e t of 150 m i l l i o n t o n s ) w i l l have f a r - r e a c h i n g 
i m p l i c a t i o n s f o r Suez , f o r t h e o i l companies , f o r t h e governments and t h e 
t a n k e r o p e r a t o r s . The c a n a l could be o p e r a t i n g a t i t s p r e -war c a p a c i t y 
w i t h i n s i x months f o l l o w i n g a p o l i t i c a l d e c i s i o n t o open i t . However, 
none of t h e c o u n t r i e s i n t h e a r e a or i nvo lved w i t h t h e a r e a seem t o t h i n k 
t h a t such a p o l i t i c a l s o l u t i o n w i l l be f o u n d . In a n t i c i p a t i o n of t h e con-
t i n u e d c l o s u r e , I s r a e l and Egypt a r e p l a n n i n g o i l p i p e l i n e s and t h e p r o -
d u c t i o n of s u p e r t a n k e r s c o n t i n u e s . 

3 . The p r o s p e c t s of n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n w i t h i n t h e nex t d e c a d e . I n 
g e n e r a l , t h e Arab governments r e c o g n i z e t h a t i t i s n o t i n t h e i r i n t e r e s t 
economica l ly t o n a t i o n a l i z e t h e o i l i n d u s t r i e s . However, p o l i t i c a l moves 
a r e no t d i c t a t e d by economic c o n s i d e r a t i o n s of p r o f i t a b i l i t y . I f t e n s i o n s 
c o n t i n u e and l e a d t o a n o t h e r showdown (and t h e r e was some d i s a g r e e m e n t on 
t h e l i k e l i h o o d of t h i s ) and i f t h e Uni ted S t a t e s i s a g a i n i m p l i c a t e d i n 
s u p p o r t i n g one s i d e i n t h e d i s p u t e , t h e n n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n of t h e o i l com-
p a n i e s i s a lmos t i n e v i t a b l e . 

4 . The r o l e of t h e n a t i o n a l o i l companies . One a s p e c t of economic 
n a t i o n a l i s m i n t h e Middle Eas t has been t h e p r o l i f e r a t i o n of n a t i o n a l o i l 
companies . The Arab governments a r e w i l l i n g t o pay t h e "h igh t u i t i o n " 
( i n terms of l o s t marke t s and i n e f f i c i e n t management) t o l e a r n t h e p r i n c i -
p i e s of o i l i n d u s t r y management. In f a c t , s e v e r a l c o u n t r i e s have a l r e a d y 
become invo lved i n d i s t r i b u t i o n and r e f i n i n g o p e r a t i o n s . The n a t i o n a l o i l 
companies o f f e r t h e i r peop l e top j o b s i n management, a top p r i o r i t y of t h e 
Arab governments which was d i s c u s s e d i n t h e f i r s t s e s s i o n . However, t h e 
p a r t i c i p a n t s of t h i s s e s s i o n d i d no t f e e l t h a t t h e t r e n d toward n a t i o n a l 
o i l companies would f o r c e American b u s i n e s s f rom t h e a r e a . There i s 
r e c o g n i t i o n on t h e p a r t of t h e Arab governments of t h e need f o r a comple te 
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i n t e g r a t e d i n d u s t r y and f o r a c c e s s t o European marke ts which the f o r e i g n 
companies a f f o r d . I t was f e l t t h a t a modus v i v e n d i would be reached between 
t h e Arab governments and US o i l companies . 

Session Three: AID and Other Governmental Eoonomia Programs I t 
was r ecogn ized from the o u t s e t t h a t Uni ted S t a t e s f o r e i g n a id has a p o l i t i c a l 
as w e l l as an economic and h u m a n i t a r i a n c o n t e x t , and t h e a t t empt was made 
to d e f i n e the c r i t e r i a by which f o r e i g n a id p r o j e c t s a r e judged and approved. 

F i r s t , t h e Uni ted S t a t e s i n s i s t s t h a t i t s a i d goes t o " independent 
and s t a b l e gove rnmen t s . " Second, t h e r e i s an assumpt ion of a degree of 
f r i e n d s h i p ; a l t hough t h e US does no t t h i n k i t can buy f r i e n d s h i p , n e i t h e r 
does i t wish to s u p p o r t h o s t i l e governments . T h i r d , t h e r e i s an a t t emp t 
to avoid i d e o l o g i c a l c r i t e r i a i n a l l o t t i n g a i d . F o u r t h , t he a id must be 
used e f f e c t i v e l y . The r e c i p i e n t governments must demons t r a t e an i n t e r e s t 
i n development and a d e s i r e t o h e l p i t s c i t i z e n s , and must avoid i n v o l v e -
ment i n non-deve lopmenta l p r o j e c t s . 

I t i s o f t e n sugges t ed t h a t p r i v a t e b u s i n e s s t a k e a l a r g e r p a r t i n 
t h e economic development p r o c e s s of c o u n t r i e s . The p r i v a t e s e c t o r , however, 
has a number of compla in t s w i t h the government ' s f o r e i g n economic programs. 
Government r e g u l a t i o n s , such as i nves tmen t r e s t r i c t i o n s , l i m i t t h e scope 
of a c t i v i t y of t h e American bus inessman , and t hus p r e v e n t him from maxi-
mizing h i s e f f e c t i v e n e s s i n t h e implementa t ion of economic programs. 
Fu r the rmore , t h e b u r e a u c r a t i c p rocedure s invo lved i n a j o i n t b u s i n e s s -
government o p e r a t i o n abroad make the v e n t u r e h i g h l y compl ica ted and u n d e s i r a b l e 
to t h e bus inessman . F i n a l l y , t h e American businessman o f t e n d i s a g r e e s w i th 
t h e type of AID programs which a r e approved . One of t he p a n e l i s t s p o i n t e d 
out t h a t t h e p r o j e c t s a r e f r e q u e n t l y s h o r t - s i g h t e d and l ead to b o t t l e n e c k s ; 
f o r example, no t enough a t t e n t i o n has been pa id to the marke t ing problems 
of t h e f e r t i l i z e r i n d u s t r y be ing f i n a n c e d by governments . The problem i n 
t h i s case i s no l o n g e r t h e p r o d u c t i o n of f e r t i l i z e r bu t i t s d i s t r i b u t i o n . 

Many of t h e p a r t i c i p a n t s expressed t h e concern t h a t t he US a i d p r o -
gram was be ing cu t a n n u a l l y , bu t t h a t t h e r e seemed to be l i t t l e s o u l s e a r c h i n g 
among USAID o f f i c i a l s about t h e r equ i r emen t s of a t r u l y s u c c e s s f u l AID p r o -
gram. I t was sugges t ed t h a t t h e Uni ted S t a t e s must r e a s s e s s i t s c r i t e r i a 
f o r g i v i n g a i d . I t i s pe rhaps u n r e a l i s t i c to l i m i t a i d programs t o " i n d e -
pendent and s t a b l e governments" s i n c e economic development and s t a b i l i t y 
a r e o f t e n i n c o m p a t i b l e . I t was a l s o sugges t ed t h a t t h e US must r e c o n c i l e 
t h e s h o r t and long term g o a l s of i t s f o r e i g n economic programs; one r e a s o n 
f o r t he c r i s i s which t h e AID program f a c e s today has r e s u l t e d from t h e 
s h o r t - s i g h t e d view of a i d as a s t r a t e g i c , p o l i t i c a l weapon. 

The problem of a s ses smen t was f e l t by most p a r t i c i p a n t s to be the 
g r e a t e s t problem; concern was exp re s sed t h a t t h e r e was l i t t l e e f f o r t on 
the p a r t of t h e government a g e n c i e s to e v a l u a t e p r o j e c t s and to u t i l i z e 
t h e s e a s se s smen t s i n d e s i g n i n g f u t u r e programs. I t was a l s o f e l t t h a t 
t h e r e i s need to e v a l u a t e t he r e l a t i v e m e r i t s of p r o j e c t and program a i d . 
I t seems t h a t , a t a t ime when t h e r e i s t he g r e a t e s t need f o r a i d programs, 
t h e r e i s t h e l e a s t amount of i n t e r e s t i n them - on t h e p a r t of governments , 
p r i v a t e b u s i n e s s and i n t e r n a t i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s . Be fo re t h e Uni ted S t a t e s 
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can d e s i g n e f f e c t i v e programs i t must d e f i n e t h e r e a s o n s f o r and t h e 
d e s i r a b i l i t y of f o r e i g n a i d i n g e n e r a l . Some p a r t i c i p a n t s f e l t t h a t t h e 
d r a s t i c c u t s i n a i d w i l l l e a d to genuine d i s c u s s i o n and r e d e f i n i t i o n 
of i t s p u r p o s e s . 

There was a lmos t unanimous agreement among t h e p a n e l t h a t t h e 
w e a l t h , p o s i t i o n and i n t e r e s t s of t h e Uni ted S t a t e s r e q u i r e t h e c o n t i n -
u a t i o n of i t s a i d p rograms . While i t i s u n l i k e l y t h a t b i l a t e r a l a i d 
p r o j e c t s w i l l be abandoned, two o t h e r t ypes of a i d programs were s u g g e s t e d . 
F i r s t , f o r e i g n a s s i s t a n c e might be o f f e r e d to r e g i o n a l i n s t i t u t i o n s r a t h e r 
than t o i n d i v i d u a l governments . A d m i n i s t r a t i o n of a i d i n such a manner 
would encourage s t a b l e r e g i o n a l deve lopment , which i s a p r e r e q u i s i t e of 
s t a b l e i n t e r n a t i o n a l o r d e r . Second, m u l t i l a t e r a l a i d , a d m i n i s t e r e d by 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s on t h e b a s i s of i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y a c c e p t e d c r i -
t e r i a was s u g g e s t e d . I t was f e l t t h a t many of t h e problems which t h e 
US a i d program has f a c e d w i l l be e l i m i n a t e d when a i d can be a d m i n i s t e r e d 
on o b j e c t i v e , economic, h u m a n i t a r i a n and n o n - p o l i t i c a l c r i t e r i a . 

C O M M U N I C A T I O N P A N E L 

Session One: The Function of the Institutions of Learning and 
Foundations Alan Hor ton : H i s t o r i c a l P e r s p e c t i v e Mr. Horton began 
w i t h a few comments des igned t o p r o v i d e a backdrop f o r t h e r e s t of h i s 
t a l k . He c h a r a c t e r i z e d t h e a r e a under d i s c u s s i o n as one i n which r a p i d 
s o c i a l change had o c c u r r e d : t h e l anded a r i s t o c r a c y was b e i n g r e p l a c e d 
by new groups w i t h n o n - t r a d i t i o n a l e d u c a t i o n s ; t h e e t h n i c m i n o r i t i e s 
c o n t r o l l i n g t h e commercial l i f e of t h e c i t i e s were on t h e i r way o u t ; 
economic and p o l i t i c a l c e n t r a l i z a t i o n was o c c u r r i n g , sometimes under t h e 
name of s o c i a l i s m , a l t h o u g h management s k i l l s and an a d e q u a t e t e chno logy 
were sometimes l a c k i n g ; t h e army i n many c o u n t r i e s was i n c r e a s i n g l y b e i n g 
r e l i e d upon as bo th a) an agen t of s t a b i l i t y , and b) an agen t of change; 
c u l t u r a l l y , t h e a r e a was becoming more and more " W e s t e r n , " and s h a r i n g i n 
t h e u n i v e r s a l i s t c u l t u r e of modern t imes as r e f l e c t e d i n mass e d u c a t i o n , 
i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n , t h e a c q u i s i t i o n of armaments , and t h e d e s i r e t o p l a y 
t h e game of n a t i o n - s t a t e s i n making d e c i s i o n s i n d e p e n d e n t l y . 

The De te rminan t s of t h e S i t u a t i o n of E d u c a t i o n a l I n s t i t u t i o n s and Founda t ions 
T h i r t y Years Ago Mr. Horton no ted t h e f a c t o r s which i n f l u e n c e d t h e e n t r y 
and p o s i t i o n of e d u c a t i o n a l i n s t i t u t i o n s and f o u n d a t i o n s i n t h e a r e a t h i r t y 
y e a r s ago . These were : 1) t h e e x i s t e n c e of Western dominance; 2) t h e 
b e l i e f among Wes t e rne r s t h a t W e s t e r n i z a t i o n was good; 3) t h e b e l i e f among 
Middle E a s t e r n e r s t h a t W e s t e r n i z a t i o n was good. Mr. Horton obse rved t h a t 
i n Egypt , f o r example, i t was no t u n t i l 1936 t h a t t h e r e a c t i o n a g a i n s t 
e x c e s s i v e W e s t e r n i z a t i o n o c c u r r e d . 

The De te rminan t s of t h e S i t u a t i o n of E d u c a t i o n a l I n s t i t u t i o n s and F o u n d a t i o n s 
Now He d e f i n e d t h e d e t e r m i n a n t s of t h e p r e s e n t s i t u a t i o n of Western edu-
c a t i o n a l i n t e r e s t s and f o u n d a t i o n s i n t h e Middle Eas t a s f o l l o w s : 1) an 
absence of Western d o m i n a t i o n ; 2) t h e e x i s t e n c e of a b e l i e f among b o t h 
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Weste rne r s and Middle E a s t e r n e r s t h a t m o d e r n i z a t i o n i s a good t h i n g . The 
concept of " W e s t e r n i z a t i o n " has evolved i n t o t h i s more u s e f u l , l e s s charged 
c o n c e p t ; m o d e r n i z a t i o n i s a u n i v e r s a l good. 

The I n s t i t u t i o n s Surv iv ing t h e S h i f t Mr. Horton c h a r a c t e r i z e d t h e i n s t i -
t u t i o n s which have s u r v i v e d t h e s h i f t d e s c r i b e d above as those which have 
avoided or shaken o f f any i d e n t i f i c a t i o n w i t h Western dominance, which , i n 
t h e minds of Middle E a s t e r n e r s , was bo th p o l i t i c a l and c u l t u r a l - r e l i g i o u s . 
The e a s i e s t t r a n s i t i o n was made by the s e c u l a r f o u n d a t i o n s - R o c k e f e l l e r 
and Ford . The American c o l l e g e s and u n i v e r s i t i e s - The American U n i v e r s i t y 
of B e i r u t , The American U n i v e r s i t y i n Cai ro and Robert Col lege - a l s o made 
t h e s h i f t e a s i l y th rough a p o l i c y of s e c u l a r i z a t i o n by which t h e i r boards 
of t r u s t e e s and t h e i r t r a d i t i o n s became s e c u l a r . The mis s ion s choo l s have 
had a much more d i f f i c u l t t i m e . In making t h e t r a n s i t i o n , a l l Western 
e d u c a t i o n a l i n s t i t u t i o n s have come under some c o n t r o l . AUC accomplished 
t h i s by keeping t h e Egypt ian government informed of e v e r y t h i n g t a k i n g p l a c e 
a t t h e u n i v e r s i t y , t he r eby g i v i n g i t t h e f e e l i n g of c o n t r o l impor t an t to 
a l l Middle E a s t e r n governments . 

Rules of the Game f o r New E n t r a n t s Mr. Horton concluded wi th a p r e s e n -
t a t i o n of t h e c o n d i t i o n s under which Western e d u c a t i o n a l i n s t i t u t i o n s and 
f o u n d a t i o n s may be expec ted to e n t e r t h e a r e a i n t h e f u t u r e . 1) Hence-
f o r t h , e n t r y i n t o Middle E a s t e r n c o u n t r i e s w i l l be by i n v i t a t i o n of t h e 
h o s t government o n l y . Area governments w i l l o r i g i n a t e , or be made to f e e l 
as i f they have o r i g i n a t e d , t h e i d e a s beh ind new i n s t i t u t i o n s or p r o j e c t s . 
Where c e n t r a l i z a t ion i s t h e going sys t em, new e n t r a n t s w i l l have to be a 
p a r t of t h e c e n t r a l soc io -economic p l a n . 2) New e n t r a n t s w i l l have to 
avoid e x h i b i t i n g a t t i t u d e s of c u l t u r a l s u p e r i o r i t y and w i l l have to show 
r e s p e c t f o r t h e c u l t u r e of t h e h o s t c o u n t r y . This can be d i f f i c u l t when 
one b e l i e v e s Western c u l t u r e t o be i n f i n i t e l y s u p e r i o r . However, any 
ambivalence w i l l c e r t a i n l y be d e t e c t e d , no t by t h e educa ted e l i t e , but 
by t h e middle government o f f i c i a l s who have i n t u i t i v e gut r e a c t i o n s f o r 
f o r e i g n e r s ' c u l t u r a l a t t i t u d e s . 

A l f o r d C a r l e t o n : The I n s t i t u t i o n s of Learn ing Mr. C a r l e t o n began 
by commenting on Mr. H o r t o n ' s r emarks . 

The A c c e p t a b i l i t y of E d u c a t i o n a l I n s t i t u t i o n s Mr. C a r l e t o n d i s a g r e e d w i th 
Mr. H o r t o n ' s o b s e r v a t i o n t h a t s e c u l a r f o u n d a t i o n s had been more a c c e p t a b l e 
than r e l i g i o u s e d u c a t i o n a l i n s t i t u t i o n s i n t he p a s t . He s t a t e d t h a t edu-
c a t i o n a l i n s t i t u t i o n s had been t h e only p o i n t of c u l t u r a l c o n t a c t between 
t h e Uni ted S t a t e s and t h e Middle Eas t f o r many y e a r s , and t h a t they had 
been a c c e p t e d because they were n o n - p o l i t i c a l , and no t because they were 
n o n - r e l i g i o u s . R e l i g i o u s m o t i v a t i o n s were u n d e r s t a n d a b l e and t h e r e f o r e 
a c c e p t a b l e t o Middle E a s t e r n e r s on a n o n - p o l i t i c a l l e v e l . The s e c u l a r 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s cou ld n o t g a i n a c c e p t a n c e as e a s i l y . 

The Ques t ion of C u l t u r a l Arrogance Mr. C a r l e t o n s t a t e d t h a t none of 
t h e American e d u c a t i o n a l i n s t i t u t i o n s i n t h e Middle Eas t e x h i b i t e d c u l -
t u r a l a r r o g a n c e . I ndeed , many e d u c a t i o n a l i n s t i t u t i o n s avoided "Wes t e rn i -
z a t i o n " by such t h i n g s as r e f u s i n g to t e ach Eng l i sh and immersing them-
s e l v e s i n t h e l o c a l c u l t u r e . The p r e s s u r e f o r " W e s t e r n i z a t i o n " came 
as a p r e s s u r e f o r ״ E u r o p e a n i z a t i o n , " and t h e American e d u c a t i o n a l i n s t i -
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t u t i o n s e v e n t u a l l y became t h e unconsc ious a l l i e s of t h e Middle E a s t e r n e r s 
i n t h e i r a t t e m p t s t o "European ize" w i t h o u t t h e a s s i s t a n c e of t h e Europeans . 

Mr. C a r l e t o n a t t r i b u t e d t h e con t inued o p e r a t i o n of Aleppo Co l l ege 
t o t h e c o n t i n u i n g d e s i r e of some Aleppo f a m i l i e s t o send t h e i r c h i l d r e n 
t h e r e to r e c e i v e an e d u c a t i o n i n an environment which , u n l i k e t h e European-
i n s p i r e d n a t i o n a l s c h o o l s , s t r e s s e s a c l o s e p u p i l - t e a c h e r r e l a t i o n s h i p , 
independence of thought on t h e p a r t of t h e s t u d e n t and t h e impor tance of 
s p o r t s and o t h e r a c t i v i t i e s i n complementing t h e f o r m a l c u r r i c u l u m . While 
c r e a t i n g t h i s env i ronment , Aleppo Col lege was c a r e f u l t o obey ind igenous 
a u t h o r i t i e s and, l i k e most s c h o o l s of i t s k i n d , i t i s now i n t h e hands of 
l o c a l r e l i g i o u s communities or o t h e r g roups . However, t h e type of edu-
c a t i o n they have o f f e r e d i s s t i l l a ccep ted and honored i n t h e Middle E a s t . 

Thomas D. S c o t t (The Ford F o u n d a t i o n ) : The Founda t ions Mr. S c o t t 
opened by commenting on Mr. H o r t o n ' s s t a t e m e n t t h a t , i n t h e f u t u r e , t h e 
i d e a s beh ind new p r o j e c t s and i n s t i t u t i o n s would be g e n e r a t e d by t h e h o s t 
c o u n t r i e s . He no ted t h a t t h e Ford Founda t ion does n o t w a i t f o r i d e a s con-
c e r n i n g g r a n t s to come i n - a l t h o u g h i t a c t s on r e q u e s t s a l o n e , i t works 
t o deve lop t h e s e r e q u e s t s t h e m s e l v e s . 

The Role of Founda t ions Mr. S c o t t s t a t e d t h a t i n an a tmosphere of 
n a t i o n a l i s m and independen t d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g , t h e c o n t r i b u t i o n of t h e 
f o u n d a t i o n s should be t h a t of s e r v i n g as v e h i c l e s of communication i n t r o -
ducing new i d e a s t e s t e d e l s e w h e r e i n t o t h e Middle E a s t e r n c o u n t r i e s , 
e s p e c i a l l y on t h e b a s i s of r e g i o n a l p r o j e c t s . At p r e s e n t , t h e f o u n d a t i o n s 
a r e s e r v i n g t o h e l p l i n k up t h e wheat p r o j e c t s of each n a t i o n a l e n t i t y i n 
t h e Middle Eas t w i th t h e s i m i l a r p r o j e c t s of o t h e r e n t i t i e s i n t h e a r e a . 

The Problem of C u l t u r a l I m p e r i a l i s m Mr. S c o t t e x p r e s s e d t h e b e l i e f t h a t 
c u l t u r a l i m p e r i a l i s m i s a p rob lem. He asked why, f o r i n s t a n c e , AUB and 
AUC d id n o t have i nd igenous p r e s i d e n t s , a s i s t h e p r a c t i c e i n t h e Far 
Eas t where a l l American i n s t i t u t i o n s do have l o c a l p r e s i d e n t s . S i g n i f i -
c a n t l y , AUC developed a warm r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h t h e Egyp t i an government 
only a f t e r be ing s e q u e s t e r e d , a s t e p which l e d t o t h e appoin tment of an 
Egyp t i an l i a i s o n o f f i c e r . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , t h e m i s s i o n s c h o o l s and o t h e r 
i n s t i t u t i o n s have no s e n s e of when to y i e l d t o l o c a l c o n t r o l , and t h i s 
ex t ends f rom schoo l s to church b u i l d i n g s . 

Mr. S c o t t added t h a t c u l t u r a l i m p e r i a l i s m a l s o e x i s t s among 
s c h o l a r s . As an example, he observed t h a t a s t u d y on Saudi Arab ia cannot 
a c h i e v e a good r e p u t a t i o n u n l e s s i t i s done by Americans; a s tudy done 
by Saudi s c h o l a r s would have no s t a t u r e and i s c e r t a i n l y no t c o n s i d e r e d 
p u b l i s h a b l e . The use of Middle E a s t e r n s c h o l a r s i n f a c u l t i e s and as 
a d v i s o r s e x h i b i t s t h e same c u l t u r a l i m p e r i a l i s m - r e s e a r c h and a d v i s o r y 
teams e s p e c i a l l y need more Middle E a s t e r n s c h o l a r l y p a r t i c i p a t i o n . 

The Problem of P o l i t i c a l Development Mr. S c o t t d e s c r i b e d what he c a l l s 
American "Marxism" v i s - a - v i s t h e l e s s developed c o u n t r i e s : Americans 
a r e convinced t h a t i f t h e problems of economic development a r e s o l v e d , 
a l l o t h e r problems w i l l a u t o m a t i c a l l y be s o l v e d . However, t h i s i s no t 
so - i n a d e q u a t e p o l i t i c a l i n s t i t u t i o n s and p o l i t i c a l i d e o l o g i e s can 
become b a r r i e r s t o or can d e s t r o y economic deve lopment . Although t h e 
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examina t ion of p o l i t i c a l i n s t i t u t i o n s i s a s e n s i t i v e f i e l d , t he q u e s t i o n 
remains : have we, through our e d u c a t i o n a l i n s t i t u t i o n s , e s t a b l i s h e d 
enough c o n t a c t w i t h t h e p o l i t i c a l men of a f f a i r s as we have w i th t h e 
s c h o l a r s ? 

The I n a d e q u a c i e s of American U n i v e r s i t i e s Mr. S c o t t exp res sed the view 
t h a t t h e u n i v e r s i t i e s i n t h e a r e a were no t doing enough; he d e s c r i b e d them 
as houses of p r o s t i t u t i o n i n which r e s e a r c h i s no longe r performed u n l e s s 
someone pays f o r i t and p h y s i c a l e x t e n s i o n s of t he p l a n t a r e no longe r 
unde r t aken w i t h o u t an AID c o n t r a c t . C l e a r l y the u n i v e r s i t i e s can do 
something t o open l i n e s of communication between t h e Middle Eas t and the 
Uni ted S t a t e s . P r o f e s s o r exchange programs could be en l a rged to pe rmi t 
American p r o f e s s o r s to work i n t h e Middle Eas t and Middle E a s t e r n p r o -
f e s s o r s t o work i n t h e Uni ted S t a t e s . The example of AUC might a l s o 
be f o l l o w e d ; under a new p l a n , Egyp t i an p r o f e s s o r s i n t he n a t i o n a l u n i -
v e r s i t i e s a r e b rough t to AUC t o do r e s e a r c h no t p o s s i b l e a t t h e i r home 
u n i v e r s i t i e s because of heavy t e a c h i n g r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s . In many ways, 
American u n i v e r s i t i e s could h e l p t h e c a r e e r development of Middle E a s t e r n 
s c h o l a r s ; i n a d d i t i o n to r e s e a r c h s a b b a t i c a l s , p u b l i c a t i o n a s s i s t a n c e 
might a l s o be o f f e r e d . 

A f t e r t h e p a n e l p r e s e n t a t i o n s s e v e r a l i s s u e s were r a i s e d i n 
d i s c u s s i o n . 

The A c t i v i t i e s of AUC A p a r t i c i p a n t expanded Mr. S c o t t ' s remarks on 
t h e a c t i v i t i e s of AUC i n a t t e m p t i n g t o i n v o l v e Egypt ians more and more 
i n t h e i r p rograms . In a d d i t i o n t o p r o v i d i n g r e s e a r c h g r a n t s f o r Egypt ian 
t e a c h e r s i n t h e n a t i o n a l u n i v e r s i t i e s , AUC t r a i n s Egypt ian secondary 
s choo l t e a c h e r s of Eng l i sh and encourages i t s Egypt ian f a c u l t y to con-
duct r e s e a r c h i n s o l i d s t a t e s t u d i e s r e l a t i n g t o g l a s s and s o c i a l s t u d i e s 
connec ted w i t h t h e S o c i a l Research C e n t e r . The r e s e a r c h of t h e S o c i a l 
Research Center i s a l l per formed by E g y p t i a n s , and only one American i s 
on t h e f a c u l t y of t h e depar tment concerned wi th s o l i d s t a t e s t u d i e s . Mr. 
Horton commented t h a t as AUC moves more and more i n t o t h e mains t ream of 
Egypt ian e d u c a t i o n , i t becomes i n c r e a s i n g l y s u c c e s s f u l . 

The Problem of Appoin t ing Ind igenous P r e s i d e n t s to American U n i v e r s i t i e s 
Mr. John Wilson made some o b s e r v a t i o n s on t h e q u e s t i o n of a p p o i n t i n g l o c a l 
p r e s i d e n t s on t h e b a s i s of h i s e x p e r i e n c e i n h e l p i n g f i n d a p r e s i d e n t f o r 
AUB. He no ted t h a t i f an i n d i g e n o u s p r e s i d e n t i s s e l e c t e d , t h e q u e s t i o n 
w i l l always a r i s e : who s e l e c t e d him and f o r what reason? What, f o r 
i n s t a n c e , was t h e r o l e - open and h idden - of t he M i n i s t r y of Educa t ion or of 
t h e f a c u l t y ? In some c o u n t r i e s , e s p e c i a l l y Lebanon, c o n f e s s i o n a l q u e s t -
i ons would i n t r u d e . I f an American i s s e l e c t e d , a t l e a s t i t i s known 
t h a t he was chosen i n the t r a d i t i o n a l manner. Mr. C a r l e t o n , who had e x p e r -
i e n c e t r y i n g to f i n d a Sy r i an to head Aleppo C o l l e g e , added t h a t t h o s e 
who wanted a S y r i a n p r e s i d e n t clawed him to p i e c e s over l o c a l r i v a l r i e s 
as they neve r would have done t o an American. The appointment of a non-
ind igenous p r e s i d e n t e n s u r e s b o t h r e c o g n i t i o n of t h e cho ice as hav ing 
been o b j e c t i v e and suppor t i n t h e f u t u r e . Mr. S c o t t r e b u t t e d the remarks 
of Mr. Wilson and Mr. C a r l e t o n by o b s e r v i n g t h a t one can always f i n d 
o b s t a c l e s to making changes ; y e t changes must n o n e t h e l e s s be made. The 
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appoin tment of an ind igenous s c h o l a r to t h e p o s t of v i c e p r e s i d e n t of AUB 
was more i n s u l t than reward - t h e d u t i e s of t h e p o s t a r e n o t t hose of a 
v i c e p r e s i d e n t , bu t t h o s e of a p u b l i c r e l a t i o n s man des igned t o p l a c a t e 
l o c a l n a t i o n a l i s t f e e l i n g s . I t i s no c o i n c i d e n c e t h a t AUC f i n d s i t s e l f 
p l e a s e d w i th an Egypt ian i n a major l e a d e r s h i p r o l e . Whatever t h e ob-
s t a c l e s to s e l e c t i n g an i nd igenous u n i v e r s i t y p r e s i d e n t , t hey a r e s u r e l y 
l i t t l e d i f f e r e n t from t h e o b s t a c l e s i n choos ing t h e p r e s i d e n t of a u n i -
v e r s i t y i n t h e Uni ted S t a t e s . 

Changes i n E d u c a t i o n a l Q u a l i t y The q u e s t i o n was asked whether t h e r e had 
been an improvement i n t h e q u a l i t y of e d u c a t i o n i n t h e Middle Eas t a f t e r 
t h e e s p o u s a l of n a t i o n a l i s m and m o d e r n i z a t i o n . Mr. Wilson no ted t h a t 
e d u c a t i o n i n t h e Middle Eas t was e x h i b i t i n g t h e same t r e n d toward special— 
i z a t i o n t h a t American e d u c a t i o n has been d i s p l a y i n g f o r t h e l a s t f o r t y 
y e a r s , a l t h o u g h t o a l e s s e r d e g r e e ; he was unsu re whe ther t h i s meant 
improvement i n e d u c a t i o n or n o t . At l e a s t t h e a p p l i c a t i o n of e d u c a t i o n 
to t h e s p e c i f i c needs of each c o u n t r y , w h i l e s t i l l i n c o m p l e t e , i s much 
more i n t e n s e now than i t used t o b e . Mr. C a r l e t o n d e s c r i b e d t h e s t e a d y 
p r o g r e s s which has o c c u r r e d i n t h e n a t i o n a l sys tem of each c o u n t r y , e s p e c -
i a l l y i n S y r i a , over t he l a s t twenty o r t h i r t y y e a r s . I n S y r i a , t h e q u a l i t y , 
d e v o t i o n and s k i l l of p e r s o n n e l f rom t h e M i n i s t e r of Educa t i on down to t h e 
lowes t l e v e l s has g r e a t l y i n c r e a s e d . The M i n i s t e r of Educa t i on i s no 
l o n g e r chosen merely t o s a t i s f y t h e needs of c o n f e s s i o n a l b a l a n c e i n t h e 
c a b i n e t . In many c o u n t r i e s i n t h e a r e a , t h e r e has been some r e s i s t a n c e 
t o t h e chauvin ism of n a t i o n a l i s t p rograms; many h a v e , i n f a c t , pa s sed 
us i n t h e q u a l i t y of t h e i r secondary s c h o o l s . For f i f t e e n y e a r s p r imary 
s c h o o l s have made heavy use of t he e x c e l l e n t t e a c h i n g s k i l l s of women. 

Mr. Horton added t h a t t h e r e i s a q u e s t i o n of mass i n v o l v e d - e i g h t y 
t h r e e pe r c e n t of t h o s e who should be l e a r n i n g a r e do ing so i n Egypt . This 
has been accompl ished by a l l owing h i g h schoo l g r a d u a t e s t o t e a c h i n p r imary 
s c h o o l s w i t h o u t a b a c h e l o r ' s d e g r e e . Much of t h e a p p a r e n t d e t e r i o r a t i o n 
of e d u c a t i o n a l q u a l i t y has o c c u r r e d i n f a c u l t i e s which a r e no l o n g e r u s e -
f u l - law and commerce, f o r example - i n t o which t h e w o r s t s t u d e n t s (wi th 
t h e lowes t t e s t s c o r e s ) e n t e r i n t h e g r e a t e s t numbers . Again t h e q u e s t i o n 
was r a i s e d as t o whether t h e e d u c a t i o n a v a i l a b l e i n American u n i v e r s i t i e s 
i n t h e Middle Eas t has d e t e r i o r a t e d over t h e l a s t t e n y e a r s and whether 
growing n a t i o n a l c o n t r o l of American s c h o o l s has l e d to a d e c l i n e i n t h e 
o v e r a l l q u a l i t y of e d u c a t i o n . Mr. S c o t t s t a t e d h i s b e l i e f t h a t AUC i s 
now much b e t t e r than i t was t e n y e a r s ago when t h e r e was no s o c i a l s c i e n c e 
r e s e a r c h ; t h e p a r t i c i p a t i o n of Egyp t i ans has been t h e s i n e qua non of t h i s 
a c t i v i t y . As f a r as n a t i o n a l u n i v e r s i t i e s a r e conce rned , some improvement 
has a l s o o c c u r r e d . With h e l p f rom t h e U n i v e r s i t y of C a l i f o r n i a , t h e P h y s i c s 
Department of Ain Shams U n i v e r s i t y has become t o p n o t c h . I t must be remem-
be red t h a t , i n most c a s e s , t h e n a t i o n a l u n i v e r s i t i e s a r e b rand new. 

Ambassador Hare no ted t h e appea rance of a n o t h e r k ind of e d u c a t i o n a l 
i n s t i t u t i o n d i f f e r e n t f rom t h e n a t i o n a l u n i v e r s i t y or t h e American u n i v e r -
s i t y - t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l u n i v e r s i t y as e x e m p l i f i e d by t h e Middle Eas t 
T e c h n i c a l U n i v e r s i t y i n Turkey . This i s a new t y p e of i n s t i t u t i o n , n e i t h e r 
n a t i o n a l nor f o r e i g n , and has a Turk i sh p r e s i d e n t , an i n t e r n a t i o n a l f a c u l t y 
and i n s t r u c t i o n i n E n g l i s h . 
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The Relevance of American E t h i c a l S t anda rds One o b s e r v e r d e s c r i b e d t h e 
c l a s h between b a s i c s t a n d a r d s of academic i n t e g r i t y accep ted i n t h e West 
and Turk ish p e r c e p t i o n s of t h e same. He no ted the occu r r ence of much 
p l a g i a r i s m and copying and q u e s t i o n e d whether one should condemn such 
p r a c t i c e s or accep t them as be ing n a t u r a l i n t he Turk ish c u l t u r a l m i l i e u . 
Mr. C a r l e t o n urged the need to educa t e Middle E a s t e r n s t u d e n t s i n t h i s 
e t h i c - they must s ee t h e s t u p i d i t y of t r y i n g to g e t g rades w i t h o u t know-
l e d g e . However, he did r e c o g n i z e t h a t d i f f e r e n t c u l t u r e s c o n s i d e r d i f -
f e r e n t t h i n g s hones t and d i s h o n e s t . 

The Role of t h e American U n i v e r s i t y i n t h e Middle E a s t e r n Soc ie ty One 
o b s e r v e r , on commenting on e a r l i e r d i s c u s s i o n of t h e e f f e c t of g r e a t e r 
government c o n t r o l of e d u c a t i o n on t h e improvement o r d e t e r i o r a t i o n of 
knowledge and e d u c a t i o n , r e j e c t e d as misp laced compla in t s of government 
i n t e r f e r e n c e w i t h f o r e i g n s c h o o l s . I t was s t a t e d t h a t such s c h o o l s 
e x i s t e d t o complement and improve t h e n a t i o n a l way of l i f e , no t t o change 
i t th rough r e v o l u t i o n . R e v o l u t i o n must come from w i t h i n ; t h i s be ing s o , 
f o r e i g n s c h o o l s should complement t h e n a t i o n a l l i f e , a f f e c t i n g i t i n 
e v o l u t i o n a r y , no t r e v o l u t i o n a r y , ways. Mr. Ca r l e ton i n t e r j e c t e d t h a t he 
hoped t h a t t h i s i s what American s c h o o l s a r e doing and have done. How-
e v e r , he d id i n d i c a t e one a r e a i n which American s choo l s have been r e v o l u -
t i o n a r y - t h e i n c u l c a t i o n of independence of thought i n t h e minds of s t u d e n t s . 

Session Two: The Function of the Media Roder ick MacLeish: 
Problems of Communication w i t h t h e Middle Eas t and E s p e c i a l l y w i th the 
Arab World Mr. MacLeish d e a l t w i t h t h r e e problems compl i ca t i ng the 
communication of t he Uni ted S t a t e s and t h e Arab World: 1) We d e a l w i t h 
t h e Arabs l a r g e l y i n terms of c r i s i s ; a t o t h e r t imes they " d i s a p p e a r . " 
This s i t u a t i o n i s not t h e f a u l t of r e p o r t e r s , bu t t h a t of e d i t o r s . Because 
of space problems (even i n The New York Times) , r e l e v a n c y and p e r t i n e n c y 
a r e e s s e n t i a l . I n - d e p t h f e a t u r e s have d i f f i c u l t y f i n d i n g a "news p e g , " 
and an e d i t o r w i l l a lmost always s a c r i f i c e a f e a t u r e on Egypt ian b i r t h 
c o n t r o l , f o r i n s t a n c e , i n f a v o r of war r e p o r t i n g . 2) I t i s ve ry d i f f i -
c u l t to t r a n s l a t e c o n t e x t , t o convey the s t a n d a r d s of one peop le to 
a n o t h e r . A sma l l town aud ience w i l l be i g n o r a n t of N a s s e r ' s r e l a t i v e 
mode ra t i on - he i s no t a modera te i n t h e smal l town c o n t e x t , a l though he 
i s such i n t h e Arab c o n t e x t . Americans tend to judge pe r sons and even t s 
on t h e b a s i s of t h e i r own c o n t e x t - i t i s t hus ha rd t o e x p l a i n , f o r example, 
why Nasser must m a i n t a i n h i s p r e s t i g e . Fur the rmore , t h i s phenomenon works 
bo th ways. According t o a r e c e n t BBC s u r v e y , only one P a l e s t i n i a n i n 
twenty knows who i s runn ing f o r P r e s i d e n t of the Uni ted S t a t e s . This 
b e i n g so on a s imple q u e s t i o n of f a c t , how can Americans convey t h e much 
more complex m a t t e r of t h e i r c o n t e x t t o t h e Arab w o r l d , e s p e c i a l l y wi th 
t h e p r e s s c o n t r o l l e d . How, f o r i n s t a n c e , can Americans e x p r e s s t he n a t u r e 
and purpose of t h e i r c o n t e n t i o u s p o l i t i c s to a s o c i e t y l a c k i n g i n such 
a t r a d i t i o n ? 3) The news media of t h e Uni ted S t a t e s tend t o cover t he 
Middle Eas t l i k e a s p o r t i n g even t - t h e good versus t h e b a d . C l e a r l y , 
t h e American p u b l i c has chosen t h e I s r a e l i s i d e - they a r e viewed as the 
underdogs w i th a long h i s t o r y of p e r s e c u t i o n . This a t t i t u d e i s a d i s -
s e r v i c e t o a l l , i n c l u d i n g I s r a e l , f o r i t b locks t h e growth of knowledge 
th rough j o u r n a l i s m . I f one h e a r s only a d i s c u s s i o n of what i s good or 
bad i n terms of I s r a e l and h e r i n t e r e s t s , the Middle Eas t problem e ludes him. 
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Tom S t r e i t h o r s t : T e l e v i s i o n and t h e Middle Eas t Mr. S t r e i t h o r s t 
observed t h a t of a l l t he a r e a s of t h e w o r l d , t h e Middle Eas t i s t h e most 
p o o r l y covered on t e l e v i s ion i n the Uni ted S t a t e s . Both d i f f i c u l t i e s on 
t h e scene and d i f f i c u l t i e s a t home a r e t o b lame. 

D i f f i c u l t i e s i n t he Uni ted S t a t e s Two major d i f f i c u l t i e s e x i s t : 1) Time 
on major ne tworks i s a t a premium and i t i s t hus ha rd to ge t a s t o r y on 
t h e a i r . 2) The p r e s s , and e s p e c i a l l y t e l e v i s i o n (which i s t h e most con-
v e n t i o n a l medium), does not e x i s t i n a vacuum - i t r e f l e c t s t h e i d e a s and 
a t t i t u d e s of t he s o c i e t i e s i n which i t e x i s t s ; i t has to i n t e r e s t l a r g e 
u n d i f f e r e n t i a t e d groups of p e o p l e . The government and p u b l i c of t h e Uni ted 
S t a t e s a r e s y m p a t h e t i c to I s r a e l , and f o r t h i s r e a s o n a r e p o r t e r doing an 
Arab s t o r y f a c e s a u t o m a t i c r e s i s t a n c e because the s u b j e c t m a t t e r i s uncon-
v e n t i o n a l and no t what p e o p l e a r e s ay ing and t a l k i n g a b o u t . N e v e r t h e l e s s , 
t h e s e problems a r e sometimes overcome and one can o c c a s i o n a l l y ge t h i s 
s t o r y on t h e a i r . 

D i f f i c u l t i e s i n t h e Middle Eas t Three major d i f f i c u l t i e s were c i t e d by 
Mr. S t r e i t h o r s t : 1) The Arabs d i s t r u s t p i c t u r e s , y e t t e l e v i s i o n t h r i v e s 
on them. Because of t h e a t t i t u d e of Arab governments , t h e r e was no l i v e 
b a t t l e r e p o r t i n g from t h e Arab s i d e du r ing t h e June war . Photographed 
i n s t e a d were a i r p o r t a r r i v a l s and o t h e r ce remon ia l o c c a s i o n s . However, 
t e l e v i s i o n r ep roduces r e a l i t y and t h o s e were not r e a l i t y . 2) En t ry i n t o 
some Arab c o u n t r i e s i s d i f f i c u l t - Saudi Arab ia i s more c lo sed to the 
t e l e v i s i o n man than t o t h e l i q u o r salesman. ' And once the t e l e v i s i o n man 
g e t s t h e r e , s u s p i c i o n a r i s e s over h i s p h o t o g r a p h i n g any th ing out of t he 
o r d i n a r y . 3) Movement w i t h i n some Arab c o u n t r i e s i s d i f f i c u l t . In Egypt 
pressmen cannot l e a v e Cai ro w i t h o u t p e r m i s s i o n ; i n Cai ro i t s e l f , they 
must t r a v e l by bus i n groups of t h i r t y or f o r t y . This kind or r e s t r i c -
t i o n s t i f l e s j o u r n a l i s t i c i n i t i a t i v e . 

David N a l l e : The Uni ted S t a t e s I n f o r m a t i o n Agency Mr. N a l l e 
d e s c r i b e d t h e f u n c t i o n of h i s agency as t h a t of advancing American f o r e i g n 
p o l i c y by a l l a p p r o p r i a t e means, through communication from t h e Uni ted 
S t a t e s to t h e Middle E a s t . He c i t e d t h e d i f f i c u l t y of such communicat ion; 
how, f o r example, can one e x p l a i n to an Arab t h e r e c e n t Hirschmann a r t i c l e 
i n Look? I t i s no t enough t o say t h a t w h i l e t h e r e a r e p r o - I s r a e l i a r t i c l e s , 
t h e r e a r e a l s o a r t i c l e s f a v o r a b l e to t h e Arabs - an Arab w i l l f i n d such 
an e x p l a n a t i o n i n a d e q u a t e f rom h i s p o i n t of v i ew . 

The A c t i v i t i e s of t h e USIA i n t h e Middle Eas t Mr. N a l l e ment ioned t h e 
s e v e r a l avenues open to USIA. 1) The agency o p e r a t e s a r a d i o f a c i l i t y , 
t h e Voice of America, which b r o a d c a s t s s i x hours a day i n A r a b i c . One 
purpose of VOA i s to s e t t h e r e c o r d s t r a i g h t , t o c o r r e c t t he d i s t o r t i o n s 
which may occur i n c o n t r o l l e d p r e s s r e p o r t s . S p e c i a l emphasis i s g iven 
to a c t u a l f a c t s i n VOA n e w s c a s t s . I t i s e s t i m a t e d t h a t two hundred 
thousand pe r sons i n t h e E a s t e r n Arab wor ld l i s t e n each day to VOA's 
medium-wave Arab ic b r o a d c a s t . 2) The agency p roduces and a t t e m p t s t o 
p l a c e t e l e v i s i o n p rograms . I t has had some s u c c e s s i n p l a c e m e n t , b u t t h e 
g e n e r a l p a t t e r n of s t a t e c o n t r o l of t e l e v i s i o n has made t h e use of t h i s 
medium d i f f i c u l t . 3) For t h e p r e s s , t h e agency p roduces a w i r e l e s s f i l e 
of about t e n thousand words p e r day . I t c a r r i e s , f o r example, t h e f u l l 
t e x t of f o r e i g n p o l i c y speeches and i s a v a i l a b l e b o t h t o l o c a l newspapers 
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and t o embassy p e r s o n n e l s eek ing i n f o r m a t i o n and gu idance . 

At p r e s e n t , a ma jo r problem f o r USIA i n i t s e f f o r t s t o communicate 
w i t h t h e Middle Eas t i s i t s l a c k of a c c e s s to s e v e r a l Arab c o u n t r i e s , e s p e c -
i a l l y t h e UAR. 

Kennet t Love: The Problem of t h e American Double S tandard Mr. Love 
no ted t h e p r e s e n c e of a double s t a n d a r d among Americans on Middle E a s t e r n 
a f f a i r s . Th is was c l e a r l y e x e m p l i f i e d by the a p o l o g e t i c r e a c t i o n of t h e 
mass media i n r e p o r t i n g t h e a t t a c k on t h e USS L i b e r t y and t h e i r l a t e r 
i n d i g n a n t r e a c t i o n i n r e p o r t i n g t h e s i n k i n g of t h e E l a t h . I t was a l s o 
e x e m p l i f i e d i n t h e s n e e r i n g r e a c t i o n of t he mass media to N a s s e r ' s "hypo— 
c r i t i c a l " r e s i g n a t i o n and t h e i r a c c e p t a n c e of I s r a e l i s t a t e m e n t s denying 
any d e s i r e f o r t e r r i t o r i a l conques t s a t a t ime when Dayan was s a y i n g , "we 
a r e i n J e r u s a l e m and we a r e h e r e t o s t a y . " The double s t a n d a r d which such 
a t t i t u d e s exempl i fy i s c u l t u r a l l y c o n d i t i o n e d and has deep r o o t s ; f rom t h e 
t ime of t h e Crusades and even b e f o r e , t h e Arabs have been f o l k enemies of 
Chr is tendom. There i s a double s t a n d a r d even i n what Americans remember 
of t h e B i b l e - i t i s f o r g o t t e n t h a t Egypt twice saved I s r a e l from s t a r -
v a t i o n and saved t h e Holy Family as w e l l . Nasser today i s equa ted w i t h 
Pharaoh and H i t l e r . F u r t h e r , t h e Z i o n i s t s have a c t i v e l y he lped make t h e 
Arabs f o l k enemies ; a contempt and d i s l i k e e x i s t s f o r t h e Egyp t i ans i n 
p a r t i c u l a r - f o r i n s t a n c e , an a r t i c l e i n t h e Overseas P r e s s Club B u l l e -
t i n s n e e r s a t t h e Egyp t i ans and speaks of " N a s s e r ' s t o o t h p a s t e s m i l e . " 
The Egyp t i ans a r e i n f a c t a v e r y p a c i f i c peop le who view war as t h e a c t 
of r e p e l l i n g t h e i n v a d e r , no t as an o p e r a t i o n t o be conducted o u t s i d e 
t h e i r t e r r i t o r y . 

Americans have accep ted t h e doub le s t a n d a r d and have e a g e r l y 
t a k e n s i d e s i n t h e A r a b - I s r a e l i d i s p u t e on t h i s b a s i s . Most of t h e 
o t h e r Grea t Powers , most of t h e w o r l d ' s p o p u l a t i o n , f a v o r t h e Arabs . 
I f one coun t s t h e Chinese and o t h e r s , e i g h t y p e r cen t of t h e p o p u l a t i o n 
of t h e g lobe i s p ro -Arab . Y e t , t h e double s t a n d a r d i s so i n g r a i n e d t h a t 
Americans a r e unaware of i t . The Uni ted S t a t e s and I s r a e l have now n a i l e d 
t h e i r f l a g s t o each o t h e r ' s m a s t s ; i f t h e Uni ted S t a t e s should eve r s l i p , 
I s r a e l would r e a l l y be i n t r o u b l e . We a r e g r e a t l y handicapped i n t h e 
a r e a by so c l o s e an i d e n t i f i c a t i o n w i t h what h a s , of n e c e s s i t y , become a 
S p a r t a , a narrow n a t i o n a l i s m . Both I s r a e l and t h e Uni ted S t a t e s t hus 
f i n d t h e i r o p t i o n s g r e a t l y reduced by t h e i r c l o s e i d e n t i f i c a t i o n w i t h 
each o t h e r . 

Fo l lowing t h e p r e s e n t a t i o n s , comment was made on t h e problems 
of t e a c h e r s a t t e m p t i n g t o g e t t h e Middle Eas t a c r o s s to s t u d e n t s , most 
of whom l e a r n about t h e a r e a f rom t h e media . The o b s e r v e r had s p e n t 
t h e summer i n A l g e r i a and had t hough t he could p r o v i d e t h e media w i t h 
something t h a t would be u s e f u l f o r s t u d e n t s . However, t h e a t t i t u d e of 
t h e media l e a d e r s was t h a t , w h i l e t h e r e p o r t i n g was i n t e r e s t i n g , i t was 
no t p o l i t i c a l , n o t f o r e i g n p o l i c y o r i e n t e d . Thus, t h e domes t i c s o c i a l 
change on which t h e v i s i t o r had w r i t t e n remained u n r e p o r t e d . 

Mr. Love con t inued by o b s e r v i n g t h a t t h e news of t h e mind i s 
no t c o v e r e d . Americans have no s e n s e of wholeness about many p e o p l e s , 



no f a m i l i a r i t y w i t h t h e i r movies and t h e i r books . I s r a e l p r o v i d e s t h e 
e x c e p t i o n - i t s problems seem t o be c l o s e r t o ou r s and we a r e t hus p r o -
bab ly more i n t e r e s t e d i n t h e problems of I s r a e l i s , what they do i n 
b l a c k o u t s , e t c . Arabs remain o n e - d i m e n s i o n a l i n t h e American mind. 

Mr. S t r e i t h o r s t i l l u s t r a t e d f u r t h e r d i f f i c u l t i e s i n r e p o r t i n g 
t h e news of t h e mind, t h e news of t h e whole man. He d e s c r i b e d a m e e t -
ing he had had wi th a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of t h e M e t r o p o l i t a n Museum of New 
York i n C a i r o , who had come t o t r a n s p o r t t h e museum's t emple ; Mr. S t r e i t -
h o r s t t hough t t h i s would make an i n t e r e s t i n g s t o r y as a way of demon-
s t r a t i n g how - i n s p i t e of t h e b r e a k i n d i p l o m a t i c r e l a t i o n s and t h e 
v i t r i o l i c r e p o r t i n g i n newspapers - an American museum o f f i c i a l could 
come and p i c k up a tomb! The museum o f f i c i a l coope ra t ed i n d e s c r i b i n g 
the f r i e n d l y and c o r d i a l t r e a t m e n t he had r e c e i v e d from Egypt ian 
o f f i c i a l s and t h e thanks t h a t t h e s e o f f i c i a l s f e l t f o r t h e a s s i s t a n c e 
r e n d e r e d by t h e Uni ted S t a t e s i n Nubia . He agreed w i t h Mr. S t r e i t h o r s t 
t h a t t h e f i n a l a r t i c l e w e l l i l l u s t r a t e d t h e u n d e r l y i n g c o r d i a l i t y of t h e 
two p e o p l e s . However, t h e A n t i q u i t i e s Department of Egypt r e f u s e d t o 
pe rmi t t h e p u b l i c a t i o n of t h e a r t i c l e and wanted t h e temple sh ipped 
w i t h no p u b l i c i t y . Thus, w h i l e i n t h e Uni ted S t a t e s we tend t o s t r e s s 
t h e problems of g e t t i n g s t o r i e s i n t o American p a p e r s , t h e r e a r e problems 
on t h e Arab s i d e as w e l l . 

Mr. N a l l e supplemented t h e p r e v i o u s remarks by emphas iz ing t h e 
need to d i f f e r e n t i a t e among t h e media . A Middle Eas t program was be ing 
shown weekly on e d u c a t i o n a l t e l e v i s i o n . The q u e s t i o n of t r a n s m i t t i n g 
t h e wholeness of a p e o p l e r e v o l v e s around t h e s u i t a b i l i t y of a g i v e n 
medium - a p r o f e s s o r exchange such as t h e e x c e l l e n t one f o r m e r l y o p e r a t i n g 
between F l o r i d a S t a t e and S y r i a n u n i v e r s i t i e s i s a good medium f o r commun-
i c a t i n g t h e wholeness of d i f f e r e n t c u l t u r e s , w h i l e H u n t l e y - B r i n k l e y news-
c a s t s may no t b e . Mr. C a r l e t o n c l o s e d by a sk ing how one could t r a n s m i t 
"wholeness" when t h e e lement of mo t ion , of change , was a l a r g e p a r t of 
t h e p i c t u r e and when t h e danger s of engaging i n ha t e -monger ing and v a r i o u s 
maudl in a c t i v i t i e s were g r e a t . 

The P o l a r i z a t i o n of A t t i t u d e s on t h e A r a b - I s r a e l i D i s p u t e A q u e s t i o n 
conce rn ing even t s which could have been r e p o r t e d t o show t h a t t h e Arabs 
do a n y t h i n g good and t h e I s r a e l i s any th ing b a d , w i t h added comment t h a t 
most of Europe d id no t f e e l a s Mr. Love had r e p o r t e d them to f e e l v i s - a -
v i s t h e A r a b - I s r a e l i d i s p u t e , was r a i s e d . I t was f u r t h e r no ted by t h e 
o b s e r v e r t h a t t h e r e was a need t o be aware of t he s p e c i a l n a t u r e of t h e 
a u d i e n c e a t t e n d i n g t h e Middle Eas t I n s t i t u t e ' s c o n f e r e n c e as one might 
have expec ted an o r g a n i z a t i o n whose membership was drawn mainly f rom t h e 
academic and b u s i n e s s wor lds t o be ba l anced and u n e m o t i o n a l ; t h e con-
e l u s i o n was t h a t i t was , i n f a c t , a ve ry pro-Arab g roup , a very i n t e r e s t i n g 
g roup , and should be r e c o g n i z e d as such . Mr. S t r e i t h o r s t a d d r e s s e d him-
s e l f t o t h e o b s e r v e r ' s s k e p t i c i s m conce rn ing t h e e x i s t e n c e of f a c t s which 
might show t h e Arabs as good and t h e I s r a e l i s as b a d . He observed t h a t 
news i s n o t merely t h e r e p o r t i n g of f a c t s . A f t e r t h e s i n k i n g of t h e 
E l a t h , American t e l e v i s i o n cameras d id r e c o r d t h e s h e l l i n g of r e f i n e r i e s 
i n Suez, and because f i r e s look good on t e l e v i s i o n t h i s f o o t a g e d id g e t 
on t h e a i r . The i n c i d e n t was n o t a b l e i n t h a t t h e Egyp t i ans f i n a l l y d id 
c o o p e r a t e w i t h American t e l e v i s i o n . However, S t r e i t h o r s t had p r e p a r e d 
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an opening t o the s c r i p t which noted t h a t : " . . . a n o i l f i r e i s an awesome 
s i g h t , a l l t he more so when i t i s caused by human d e c i s i o n , no t by a c c i d e n t . 
This one was caused by an I s r a e l i d e c i s i o n i n r e t a l i a t i o n f o r t he s i n k i n g 
of t he E l a t h . . . " The London e d i t o r f o r NBC cut t he opening l i n e s , so t h a t 
t h e s c r i p t began w i t h "This one was caused by an I s r a e l i d e c i s i o n . . . " He 
thus removed a l l t h e o b s e r v a t i o n s on the s h e l l i n g as a p roduc t of human 
d e c i s i o n . Many s t o r i e s could be done i f t he e d i t o r s i n t h e Uni ted S t a t e s 
were i n t e r e s t e d . For example, i n March 1967 Mr. S t r e i t h o r s t wanted to 
do a t e l e v i s i o n p r o f i l e of Nas se r . His p roduce r s s a i d t h a t no one was 
i n t e r e s t e d and t h a t he should f o r g e t i t . Of c o u r s e , i f i t had been done, 
i t would have been ready f o r t h e June war . 

A r e i t e r a t i o n of t h e s t a t e m e n t t h a t world op in ion had not sup -
p o r t e d t h e Arabs was made, w i t h comments t o t he e f f e c t t h a t t h e r e e x i s t s 
a Communist-Free World dichotomy p a r a l l e l i n g t h e pro-Arab - a n t i - A r a b 
dichotomy on t h e A r a b - I s r a e l i d i s p u t e and t h a t , i n f a c t , t h i s dichotomy 
was now e v i d e n t w i t h i n the Communist c o u n t r i e s t hemse lves . This b rought 
comment f rom Mr. Love t h a t t h e Z i o n i s t approach was indeed to make i t 
ex t remely uncomfo r t ab l e f o r anyone to d i s a g r e e wi th Zionism and t h e 
a c t i o n s of t h e S t a t e of I s r a e l . Ben Gurion c a l l e d h i s c r i t i c s a n t i -
Semites f rom 1945 on. Such a c c u s a t i o n s a r e simply not t r u e . N o n e t h e l e s s , 
t h e Z i o n i s t s , i n f o s t e r i n g t h e double s t a n d a r d , have made a s u c c e s s f u l 
e f f o r t t o e q u a t e Arabs and F a s c i s t s . While t h i s i s whol ly f a l s e , i t has 
been a c c e p t e d by t h e American p u b l i c . The Communist - non-Communist 
i s s u e i s a c o m p l i c a t i n g f a c t o r - anyone who a rgues t h a t Jews a r e not so 
ex t remely p e r s e c u t e d i n Russ i a i s l i k e l y t o be c a l l e d an a n t i - S e m i t e and 
Communist t o b o o t . 

Regarding t h e impor tance of r a d i o i n the Middle E a s t , i t was 
b rought out t h a t such b r o a d c a s t i n g i s i m p o r t a n t ; i n i s o l a t e d v i l l a g e s 
where no o t h e r media a r e a v a i l a b l e , t h e r a d i o i s t he only l i n k w i t h 
the o u t s i d e w o r l d . 

The I n f l u e n c e of A d v e r t i s i n g Money on American Media Comments on t h e 
i n f l u e n c e of a d v e r t i s i n g money on r a d i o , t e l e v i s i o n and p r e s s coverage 
were r e q u e s t e d . An example was p rov ided by one obse rve r who d e s c r i b e d 
an e p i s o d e i n which h e , Elmer Berger and two r a b b i s were to do a p r o -
gram on t h e background of t h e A r a b - I s r a e l i problem. The program was 
c a n c e l l e d under p r e s s u r e from t h e l i s t e n i n g p u b l i c and t h e manager of 
t h e s t a t i o n l o s t h i s j o b . Mr. MacLeish r e s t a t e d t h e q u e s t i o n as one 
a sk ing whether Jewish money causes b i a s i n Middle E a s t e r n news coverage 
and then a f f i r m e d t h a t he has neve r expe r i enced p r e s s u r e to s l a n t news; 
h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n ' s s u p e r v i s o r y s t a f f i s mos t ly J ewish , y e t t h e i r major 
compla in t i s t h a t MacLeish and h i s s t a f f cover Arab news i n a d e q u a t e l y . 
Mr. S t r e i t h o r s t agreed t h a t t h e r e i s no p r e s s u r e ; he observed t h a t a t 
t h e network l e v e l such p r e s s u r e i s i n e f f e c t i v e , a l though a t t he l o c a l 
l e v e l i t would be e f f e c t i v e t o some d e g r e e . Most networks seek c o n t r o -
ve r sy and a d v e r t i s i n g i n f l u e n c e i s s l i g h t . Mr. MacLeish added t h a t of 
a l l newspaper s , The New York Times o f f e r s the b e s t coverage of both 
s i d e s ; t h i s i s t r u e i n s p i t e of t h e f a c t t h a t i t i s a Jewish-owned news-
p a p e r . Among o t h e r t h i n g s , i t has a long t r a d i t i o n of e x c e l l e n t c o r r e -
sponden t s i n C a i r o . Mr. Love s a i d t h a t r i g h t a f t e r t h e Second World 
War, The New York Times was a n t i - Z i o n i s t and Arthur S u l z b e r g e r was known 
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as " t h e A r a b . " A f t e r 1947, t h e Times d id f a c e a b o y c o t t of Jewish 
a d v e r t i s e r s because of a n t i - Z i o n i s t c o v e r a g e . However, i t b rough t 
s u i t on t h e grounds of monopoly market r e s t r a i n t s upon i t and won i t s 
c a s e . A f t e r 1947 and t h e c r e a t i o n of t h e S t a t e of I s r a e l , t h e Times 
d id become s y m p a t h e t i c ; however, C. L. S u l z b e r g e r i s today c r i t i c i z e d 
by t h e I s r a e l i s . 

The Absence of t h e Arab P o i n t of View In t h e p o i n t of view of one 
o b s e r v e r , a f t e r t he Six Day War, r e a d i n g The New York Times and l i s t e n i n g 
t o t h e t e l e v i s i o n a l l day f o r s e v e r a l months d id no t p roduce any th ing 
p r e s e n t i n g t h e Arab p o i n t of v i ew. Saying he was n e i t h e r p ro-Arab nor 
p r o - I s r a e l i , t h i s c o n f e r e e exp re s sed t h e need t o be aware of g i v e and 
t a k e on bo th s i d e s ; Greenwich, Connec t i cu t was c i t e d as one a r e a where 
some peop le d o n ' t even know how t h e P a l e s t i n i a n r e f u g e e s came to b e ; 
when they a r e t o l d , they a r e a s t o u n d e d . The c o n c l u s i o n was made t h a t 
someone has to t e l l t h e American p e o p l e about t h e peop l e s of t h e Middle 
E a s t , and i f someone d o e s n ' t make t h i s h i s b u s i n e s s , we a r e sunk . 

T e l e v i s i o n S p e c i a l s and Other Documentar ies One c o n f e r e e , a secondary 
s choo l t e a c h e r t e a c h i n g i n t h e Middle Eas t two months a y e a r , commented 
t h a t he used network s i x t e e n m i l l i m e t e r documentary p r i n t s and had 
o c c a s i o n t h e r e f o r e to go th rough f i l m c a t a l o g u e s . He found a r e a l 
d e a r t h of good m a t e r i a l s on t h e Middle E a s t , excep t i n t h e t e l e v i s i o n 
p r i n t s ; bu t even i n t h a t c a s e , t h e on ly wor thwhi l e t h i n g he had seen 
on Middle E a s t e r n h i s t o r y was a 1964 CBS s e r i e s on World War I , which 
had i n c l u d e d a number of h a l f - h o u r Ottoman Empire p rograms . He q u e s t i o n e d 
why t h e r e could no t be any secondary l e v e l programs w i t h wide r Middle 
E a s t e r n c o v e r a g e . I t i s u n d e r s t a n d a b l e how, i n d a i l y c o v e r a g e , t h i n g s 
g e t l o s t b u t asked about t h e l a c k of m a t e r i a l s on t h e Middle Eas t on t h e 
secondary program l e v e l . 

Mr. S t r e i t h o r s t s t a t e d t h a t a l t h o u g h NBC i s go ing t o do a new 
s e r i e s every month c a l l e d " F i r s t Tuesday" aimed a t t h e o p i n i o n - m a k e r s , 
the network w i l l n o n e t h e l e s s seek h igh r a t i n g s . Few peop l e a r e i n t e r e s t e d 
i n t h e B a l f o u r D e c l a r a t i o n , f o r example , so i t i s u n l i k e l y t h a t a program 
on t h a t w i l l emerge. There a r e problems f rom t h e Arab s i d e as w e l l : 
a f t e r t h e June war , NBC t o l d Mr. S t r e i t h o r s t t o cover t h e Arabs a t t h e 
Uni ted N a t i o n s . However, l i t t l e Arab c o o p e r a t i o n was f o r t h c o m i n g : t h e 
J o r d a n i a n s were sometimes a v a i l a b l e ; t h e Sudanese f o r e i g n m i n i s t e r was 
never a v a i l a b l e ; t he Lebanese would t a l k o f f t h e r e c o r d ; t h e Egyp t i ans 
were u n r e a c h a b l e . I n o r d e r to make h i s t ime w o r t h w h i l e , Mr. S t r e i t h o r s t 
ended up t a l k i n g t o t h e I s r a e l i s , and c o n s e q u e n t l y only one s i d e was 
r e p o r t e d on t e l e v i s i o n . 

Session Three: The Function of the Arts John Wi l son : The 
Nega t ive Aspec t s of A r t i s t i c Con tac t s Mr. Wilson began by s t a t i n g t h a t 
he t a k e s i t f o r g r a n t e d t h a t t h e a r t s have t h e i r p o s i t i v e s i d e , which 
i s p e r f e c t l y c l e a r and o b v i o u s . They a r e t h i n g s to be h e a r d , s een and 
r e a d , and have an element of t h e u n i v e r s a l which can c r o s s b a r r i e r s . 
However, t h e a r t s do have l e s s a d m i r a b l e e l e m e n t s . 

A r t i s t i c I d e n t i t y The q u e s t i o n s a r i s e , how can a n a t i o n e s t a b l i s h an 
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i n t e l l e c t u a l o r s p i r i t u a l i d e n t i t y ? What i s t h i s i d e n t i t y , and f u r t h e r -
more, how i s i t changed? When power i s worsh ipped , a r t may become 
i d e n t i f i e d w i t h power. As t h i s happens , t h i n g s of beau ty change - a 
r e f r i g e r a t o r becomes b e a u t i f u l , Western d r e s s becomes b e a u t i f u l . A r t i s -
t i c i m p e r i a l i s m a s s o c i a t e d w i t h p o l i t i c a l i m p e r i a l i s m , can e f f e c t changes 
i n a r t i s t i c i d e n t i t i e s w e l l e s t a b l i s h e d . 

Painting and sculpture: There i s a long t r a d i t i o n of p a i n t i n g 
and s c u l p t u r e i n t h e Middle Eas t based on p r i n c i p l e s of a b s t r a c t i o n 
p o s s e s s i n g t h e i r own s t a n d a r d s of b e a u t y . Western a r t b rough t new 
s t a n d a r d s of beau ty and new f o r m s . E a s t e r n a r t i s t s took over t h e r e a d y -
made new f o r m s . Dance: Dance had i t s own channe ls i n t h e Middle East -
p r o f e s s i o n a l dance r s and amateur v i l l a g e d a n c e r s . The West b rough t f o r -
mal d e s c r i p t i o n s and new f o r m s . Literature: T r a d i t i o n a l Middle E a s t e r n 
l i t e r a t u r e was a b s t r a c t and t y p e d , f a r f rom everyday l i f e . The West 
i n t r o d u c e d t h e n o v e l - a f i c t i o n based on r e a l i t y - a s w e l l as a u t o b i o -
graphy and the s h o r t s t o r y . Architecture: The O r i e n t a l house was adapted 
t o t h e c l i m a t e ; n o n e t h e l e s s i t was r e p l a c e d by t h e Western house because 
i t was no t economical i n i t s use of space in t h e new k i n d s of c i t i e s . 

A r t i s t i c T r a i n i n g Many a r t s t u d e n t s cannot m a i n t a i n t h e i r t a l e n t i n 
Western a r t s c h o o l s . Upon l e a v i n g t h e Middle E a s t , they l o s e t h e i r 
awareness of t h e sharp d e f i n i t i o n of forms and b r i g h t c o l o r s of Egypt , 
f o r i n s t a n c e , and become aware of only t h e murky c o l o r s of P a r i s or 
o t h e r European c i t i e s . This i s t h e p r i c e pa id f o r e x p o r t i n g t h e a s s u r e d 
a r t forms of t h e West t o t h e Middle E a s t . 

Ar t P a t r o n a g e In t h e West , t h e r e i s always some k ind of a r t p a t r o n a g e . 
I n t h e Middle E a s t , who w i l l p a t r o n i z e a r t i s t s ? I f anyone d o e s , p r e -
sumably he w i l l be among t h e r i c h , who r e f l e c t t h e s e t of p a t t e r n s of 
Europe t h i r t y y e a r s ago . Thus, t h e l o c a l Ecole des Beaux-Arts w i l l be 
w e l l p a t r o n i z e d , b u t w i l l r e f l e c t t a s t e s long s i n c e gone: p a i n t i n g and 
s c u l p t u r e w i l l be p r e - 1 9 1 5 ; music w i l l be ba roque , w i t h o u t e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n ; 
drama w i l l be i m i t a t i o n P i r a n d e l l o ; a r c h i t e c t u r e w i l l know n o t h i n g of Le 
C o r b u s i e r . A l l of t h i s i s " s a f e , " and t h e Middle E a s t e r n a r t world w i l l 
remain unaware t h a t t h e Western wor ld to which they want t o r e l a t e has 
moved on t o o t h e r t h i n g s . The p r e s s i n g need i s t o e x p o r t i n d i v i d u a l s t o 
t e ach and demons t r a t e new methods . The f a i l u r e s of t h e p a s t i n send ing 
a r t i s t s abroad should be a v o i d e d . A community of a p p r e c i a t i o n must be 
e s t a b l i s h e d - an i n t e r c h a n g e of a r t i s t s w i th bo th s i d e s t a l k i n g and 
l i s t e n i n g . 

Louis Dupree: The Relevance of Western Ar t t o Middle E a s t e r n 
S o c i e t y Mr. Dupree c o n s i d e r e d i t i m p o r t a n t t o make b r i e f ment ion of 
t h e e i g h t y - f i v e to n i n e t y p e r c e n t of t h e p o p u l a t i o n of t h e Middle Eas t 
which i s i l l i t e r a t e . While t h e r e i s much t a l k about media , t h e r e i s 
l i t t l e t a l k about i l l i t e r a t e s and t h e i r c u l t u r e . The b u l k of Middle 
E a s t e r n e r s l i v e i n p e a s a n t - t r i b a l s o c i e t i e s w i t h l i t t l e t ime f o r media . 
In such s o c i e t i e s , Western a r t has l i t t l e r e l e v a n c e t o t h e ind igenous 
c u l t u r e . 

I n t h e West, a r t i s seen as a means f o r t h e i n d i v i d u a l to e x p r e s s 
h i m s e l f i n a s o c i e t y and t o engage i n s o c i a l and p o l i t i c a l commentary 
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i n t e r p r e t i n g h i s s o c i e t y f a v o r a b l y or c r i t i c a l l y . In t h e Middle Eas t 
p e o p l e a r e bo rn i n t o a s e t of answers , born i n t o a group c l o s e d o f f 
f rom o t h e r g r o u p s . I n t h i s m i l i e u , a r t cannot o p e r a t e as i t does i n 
t h e West. One ' s i d e n t i t y v i s - a - v i s o t h e r p e r s o n s and o t h e r groups i s 
a l r e a d y d e f i n e d , and s o c i e t y has no a p p r e c i a t i o n of i n d i v i d u a l e x p r e s -
s i o n or s o c i e t a l c r i t i c i s m . 

Char l e s R e i n h a r t : The Pe r fo rming A r t s Mr. R e i n h a r t opened 
by remarking t h a t , a l t h o u g h he has seen much of American p e r f o r m i n g 
a r t s groups i n t h e Middle E a s t , he has n o t seen much of i nd igenous 
p r o f e s s i o n a l p e r f o r m i n g a r t s groups t h e r e . A r t i s t i c a l l y , American 
groups seem t o have had l i t t l e e f f e c t ; p o l i t i c a l l y and e m o t i o n a l l y , 
however , t h e r e has been much r e a c t i o n . 

A r t i s t i c R e a c t i o n s Ind igenous p e r f o r m i n g a r t s groups today a r e no t 
going t o copy us i n t h e p e r f o r m i n g a r t s . They must t a k e t h e i r own 
r o a d , w i t h i n t h e i r own t r a d i t i o n s . We can only encourage t h e f i r s t 
s t e p s . 

P o l i t i c a l and Emotional R e a c t i o n s The purpose of send ing American 
p e r f o r m i n g a r t s groups t o t h e Middle Eas t i s t o say t h a t " t h i n g s a r e 
happening i n t h e Uni ted S t a t e s , we a r e going f o r w a r d . You shou ld n o t 
copy u s , b u t j u s t be aware t h a t we a r e p r o g r e s s i n g , no t d e c a y i n g . " The 
emot iona l r e a c t i o n a r i s i n g from t h i s r e a l i z a t i o n i s i m p o r t a n t . Mr. R e i n -
h a r t c i t e d h i s e x p e r i e n c e w i t h a dance company p e r f o r m i n g i n t h e E g y p t i a n 
opera house as an example - t h e Egyp t i ans were a l l ve ry i n t e r e s t e d i n t h e 
f a c t t h a t t h e Uni ted S t a t e s has " l i b e r a t e d " t h e forms of music and dance 
i n h e r i t e d f rom Europe . We have gone somewhere w i t h t h e s e . Th i s i s t h e 
p o l i t i c a l p o i n t t o be made: a s o c i e t y which a l l o w s something l i k e t h i s 
t o e x i s t must have something f a n t a s t i c . To t h e f o r e i g n e r , our r i c h a r t , 
e s p e c i a l l y i n j a z z and modern dance , i s an i n d i c a t i o n of o t h e r good t h i n g s 
i n our s o c i e t y . Opinion-makers s e e t h e s e p e r f o r m a n c e s and say "Wow! T h e r e ' s 
something new and e x c i t i n g h e r e . " Art can make a p o i n t where p o l i t i c a l roads 
a r e b l o c k e d . 

Mi ldred Vardaman: The C u l t u r a l Exchange Program Miss Vardaman 
made s e v e r a l h i s t o r i c a l o b s e r v a t i o n s r e l a t i n g t o t h e e n t r y of t h e Un i t ed 
S t a t e s i n t o t h e c u l t u r a l b u s i n e s s . B e f o r e World War I I , t h e Department 
of S t a t e had a C u l t u r a l Coopera t ion D i v i s i o n concerned w i t h L a t i n America; 
b i n a t i o n a l c e n t e r s were s e t u p . A f t e r World War I I , t h e Uni t ed S t a t e s 
a t t emp ted t o p u t a c r o s s a b r o a d e r image of i t s e l f and of i t s c u l t u r a l 
v a l u e s ; l i b r a r i e s and o t h e r f a c i l i t i e s were s e t u p . I n t h e Middle E a s t , 
t h e American e f f o r t of t h e 1940s and 1950s was made d i f f i c u l t by t h e f a c t 
t h a t t h e B r i t i s h and French c o n t r o l l e d c u l t u r e t h e r e . S ince t h e e a r l y 
1950s , however , t h e Uni t ed S t a t e s ha s had a c u l t u r a l program i n eve ry 
coun t ry ( u n t i l J u n e , 1967) . Miss Vardaman n o t e d t h a t p h i l o s o p h i e s on 
how t o run c u l t u r a l programs have come and gone , a s have arguments as 
t o t h e i d e n t i t y of t h e p r o p e r a u d i e n c e f o r our e f f o r t s - t h e mass o r 
t h e e l i t e s . However, a l l have ag reed t h a t t h e Uni t ed S t a t e s shou ld do 
t h i n g s t h e h o s t coun t ry and t h e h o s t p e o p l e w a n t . 

S u c c e s s f u l Programs i n Recent Years Miss Vardaman s t a t e d t h a t much has 
been l e a r n e d i n r e c e n t y e a r s , e s p e c i a l l y i n t h e f i e l d of c o o r d i n a t i o n 
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among government a g e n c i e s . This c o o r d i n a t i o n , as w e l l as t h e c o o p e r a t i o n 
of t h e p r i v a t e s e c t o r , has made p o s s i b l e s e v e r a l ve ry s u c c e s s f u l programs. 
1) The Smi thsonian I n s t i t u t i o n , t h e USIA, Department of S t a t e and t h e 
P r a t t I n s t i t u t e coope ra t ed t o produce a p r i n t workshop f o r K a r a c h i . This 
workshop o f f e r e d i n s t r u c t i o n i n p r i n t - m a k i n g as w e l l as t h e f a c i l i t i e s 
f o r l o c a l p r i n t - m a k e r s . P a k i s t a n i s who have made p r i n t i n t h i s workshop 
a r e soon t o t o u r t h e Uni ted S t a t e s under t h e Smi thsonian a u s p i c e s . 
2) The Gray Founda t ion of Minneapo l i s has purchased modern American 
p a i n t i n g s . Mrs. Gray t o u r s v a r i o u s c o u n t r i e s w i t h t h e s e p a i n t i n g s , buys 
l o c a l p r o d u c t i o n and s e l l s i t i n t h e Uni ted S t a t e s , sometimes b r i n g i n g 
t h e l o c a l a r t i s t s back . Recen t ly she p r e s e n t e d a s c u l p t u r e foundry to 
Tehran U n i v e r s i t y . 

Fo l lowing t h e f o u r p r e s e n t a t i o n s , d i s c u s s i o n and comment c e n t e r e d 
on the f o l l o w i n g : 

A r t i s t i c R e a c t i o n s to American Per fo rmances Mr. R e i n h a r t was asked t o 
expand on h i s comments about t he l a c k of a r t i s t i c r e a c t i o n to the v i s i t s 
of American p e r f o r m i n g g r o u p s . While t h e p o l i t i c a l e l i t e of a coun t ry 
l i k e Egypt may s e e and a p p r e c i a t e Western pe r fo rming a r t s , Egypt ian a r t 
may d i e th rough l a c k of i n t e r e s t among E g y p t i a n s . Mr. R e i n h a r t r e i t e r -
a t e d t h a t t h e r e i s no a r t i s t i c i n f l u e n c e as such; t h e r e i s no copying 
of a r t , bu t mere ly of b r e a k t h r o u g h . When l o c a l groups ask how t h e b r e a k -
through was a c h i e v e d , t h e answer w i l l always be t h a t t h e l o c a l groups 
must t a k e what t h e y have i n t h e i r t r a d i t i o n s , d i g e s t t h i s , and b r e a k 
t h r o u g h . A r t i s t i c copying as such o c c u r s only where t h e c o u n t r i e s i n v o l -
ved a r e economica l ly and e d u c a t i o n a l l y s i m i l a r . Miss Vardaman added t h a t 
t h e Uni ted S t a t e s i s no t t r y i n g t o i n f l u e n c e a r t fo rms ; i t seeks merely 
to e x h i b i t t h e r ange of p o s s i b i l i t i e s o b t a i n i n g i n a dynamic s o c i e t y . 

Ar t and A r c h i t e c t u r e Mr. Wilson e x p r e s s e d t h e hope t h a t a b r e a k t h r o u g h 
w i l l occur i n a l l o w i n g t h e use of t r a d i t i o n a l methods and forms i n a r c h -
i t e c t u r e i n a modern s e t t i n g . Although t h e O r i e n t a l house i s p r e s e n t l y 
n o t economica l , t e c h n o l o g i c a l advances may change t h e s i t u a t i o n . One 
c o n f e r e e commented on h e r exposure t o I r a q i a r t produced by I r a q i s who 
s t u d i e d i n London and r e t u r n e d t o Baghdad. The a r t was found to be 
t y p i c a l l y Arab , hav ing n o t h i n g t o do w i t h London; i t was b e a u t i f u l a r t . 
S i m i l a r comments were made about S y r i a . A c o n f e r e e found du r ing r e s i d e n c e 
i n Damascus t h a t a r t i s t s can l i v e i n t h e Middle Eas t and make a l i v i n g ; he 
found ev idence i n a group of Damascene a r t i s t s who do j u s t t h a t . In t h e 
r ea lm of m u s i c , one s i g n of e f f e r v e s c e n c e was h i s s o n ' s f o r m a t i o n of an 
Arab rock and r o l l g roup , much i n demand f o r p a r t i e s and c o n c e r t s . 

C u l t u r a l Exchange In r e g a r d to r e c e n t a n a l y s e s of USIA o p e r a t i o n s i n 
I r a n , i t was a s s e r t e d t h a t more i s g o t t e n out of a d o l l a r spen t on t h e 
pe r fo rming a r t s t han ou t of a d o l l a r s p e n t on communications media . In 
a n a l y z i n g USIA b u d g e t s , t hey a r e seen t o be s h i f t i n g t o pe r fo rming a r t s 
and o t h e r forms of c u l t u r a l exchange away f rom communications media . The 
o b s e r v e r approved of t h i s , s u g g e s t i n g t h a t we a r e a t l a s t o p e r a t i n g where 
we can p r o j e c t a d i f f e r e n t image of o u r s e l v e s - an image as a c i v i l i z e d , 
c u l t u r e d p e o p l e . I t i s a shame t h a t t h e Department of S t a t e ' s c u l t u r a l 
s e c t i o n has had f i f t y pe r c e n t of i t s budget cu t when c u l t u r a l programs 
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a r e t h e more e f f e c t i v e o n e s . I t was q u e s t i o n e d whether we should n o t 
pe rhaps f o r g e t o u r s e l v e s and c o n c e n t r a t e on p e r c e i v i n g and p r o j e c t i n g 
and e d u c a t i n g peop l e of o t h e r c o u n t r i e s i n t h e a r t of t h e i r c u l t u r e s , 
which may be s a l v a t i o n . The d i s c u s s i o n was c o n t i n u e d by one who lamented 
bo th t h e absence of any Middle E a s t e r n e r s on t h e Communication p a n e l and 
t h e c u t i n c u l t u r a l a p p r o p r i a t i o n s . He no ted t h a t w h i l e t h e c o u n t e r p r o -
d u c t i v e s a l e s of arms grow and grow, i nves tmen t i n more endur ing c u l t u r a l 
m a t t e r s d e c l i n e s , ana urged concerned c i t i z e n s t o g e t b a s i c human p r i o r i -
t i e s away from v i o l e n c e t o a r t . 

Re tu rn ing t o p r e v i o u s remarks about c o n c e n t r a t i n g on t h e a r t of 
o t h e r c u l t u r e s , one c o n f e r e e d e s c r i b e d h i s s u c c e s s i n t a k i n g s l i d e s and 
l e c t u r e s on I s l a m i c a r t t o t h e Muslim c o u n t r i e s . In 1958, Egyp t i ans 
a p p r e c i a t e d t h e s e l e c t u r e s on t h e i r a r c h i t e c t u r e and were impressed by 
t h e d e v o t i o n to t h e i r a r t . I t was an e f f o r t t o show t h a t Americans a r e 
i n t e r e s t e d i n Middle E a s t e r n c u l t u r e and was seen as a good way t o com-

, m u n i c a t e . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , i t was f e l t , too many t r y t o e x h i b i t t h e i r 
knowledge r a t h e r than t h e i r d e v o t i o n and Middle E a s t e r n e r s know i n t u i -
t i v e l y what o n e ' s a t t i t u d e toward them i s . 

The P r e s e n t a t i o n of Middle E a s t e r n Groups i n t h e Uni ted S t a t e s Comment 
was made on Turkish-Amer ican c u l t u r a l r e l a t i o n s and on t h e p o p u l a r i t y of 
Shakespeare i n c i t i e s and towns th roughou t Turkey, a s w e l l as on t h e 
l a r g e numbers of t r o u p e s , m u s i c i a n s , e t c . i n I s t a n b u l and o t h e r c i t i e s . 
Cons ide r ing t h e f a c t t h a t c u l t u r e i s a two-way p r o c e s s , i t was q u e s t i o n e d 
whe the r any of t h e Turk i sh t h e a t r e or o t h e r groups had come t o t h e Uni ted 
S t a t e s . Mr. R e i n h a r t r e p l i e d t h a t no American i n s t i t u t i o n i s w i l l i n g t o 
b r i n g Middle E a s t e r n groups h e r e . The European groups a r e sponsored by 
t h e i r governments , w h i l e t h e Asian groups a r e sponsored by t h e R o c k e f e l l e r 
F o u n d a t i o n . Miss Vardaman commented t h a t l a s t y e a r t h e C u l t u r a l s e c t i o n 
of t h e Department of S t a t e a t t e m p t e d t o make t h e c u l t u r a l program two-
way, b u t t h a t no a p p r o p r i a t i o n s were made a l t h o u g h l e g i s l a t i o n had p a s s e d . 

* * * * 

Closing Remarks by The Honorable Raymond A. Hare 

S e v e r a l months ago I happened t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n a c o n f e r e n c e of 
t h e Fo re ign P o l i c y A s s o c i a t i o n i n New York on t h e s u b j e c t of "Toward t h e 
Year 2 0 1 8 , " t h a t b e i n g t h e a s s o c i a t i o n ' s p r o s p e c t i v e c e n t e n a r y . This 
f u t u r e p r o j e c t i o n of t h e c o n f e r e n c e was h a r d l y un ique i n view of t h e 
p l e t h o r a of p u b l i c a t i o n s , s t u d i e s and d i s c u s s i o n s on t h i s s u b j e c t of l a t e , 
s t i m u l a t e d i n p a r t by t h e mys t ique of a t e r m i n a t i n g m i l l e n n i u m , coupled 
w i t h t h e f a n c i e d wonders of such t e c h n o l o g i c a l d e v i c e s as c y b e r n e t i c s , 
sys tems a n a l y s i s , gaming, l i n e a r p l a n n i n g , e t c . , i n e x p l o r i n g t h e m y s t e r -
i e s of what Stephen Leacock once termed "behind t h e b e y o n d . " 

However, t h e f u t u r e - p r e d i c t o r s have n o t had t h e f i e l d e n t i r e l y 
t o t h e m s e l v e s , as was b rough t out t r e n c h a n t l y i n t h e June i s s u e of 
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Commentary i n an a r t i c l e by Rober t N e s b i t , who u n d e r t a k e s no t only to 
explode the s to rybook concept of t e c h n o l o g i c a l e f f i c a c y i n d i v i n i n g the 
f u t u r e , b u t a l s o t a k e s i s s u e w i t h L e i b n i t z ' s t ime honored law of con-
t i n u i t y as s e t f o r t h i n P r i n c i p l e s of Na tu re and of Grace where he 
a s s e r t e d The p״ : r e s e n t i s b i g w i t h t h e f u t u r e , t h e f u t u r e might be 
r ead i n t h e p a s t , t h e d i s t a n t i s exp re s sed i n t h e n e a r . " 

The e r r o r of such h i s t o r i c a l p h i l o s o p h e r s and a l s o t e c h n o l o g i c a l 
e x p e r t s , says N e s b i t , l i e s i n t h e i r c o n f u s i n g chronology w i t h c o n t i n u i t y 
i n a s i t u a t i o n where t h e p r e s e n t does no t c o n t a i n the f u t u r e any more 
t h a n t h e p a s t c o n t a i n s t h e p r e s e n t . Gene t i c growth may apply t o t h e 
development of p h y s i c a l organisms b u t no t t o human b e h a v i o r . "Events 
d o n ' t marry e v e n t s and have l i t t l e even t s t h a t grow i n t o b i g e v e n t s , " 
nor do " s m a l l s o c i a l c h a n g e s . . . accumula te d i r e c t i o n a l l y and c o n t i n u o u s l y 
t o become b i g c h a n g e s . " 

This p o i n t of view was a l s o echoed a t t h e Fore ign P o l i c y C o n f e r -
ence by P r o f e s s o r Kenneth Boulding who opined t h a t a l l p r e d i c t i o n s of 
t h e f u t u r e would be wrong i n view of t h e element of " p o t e n t i a l s u r p r i s e . " 
P r e d i c t o r s were ve ry f i n e b u t s h o u l d n ' t be b e l i e v e d f o r f e a r of making 
d e c i s i o n s under t h e i n f l u e n c e of a s p u r i o u s c e r t a i n t y He who h״ . e s i t a t e s , " 
quipped Bou ld ing , " i s s a v e d . " 

Faced w i t h t h i s c o n f r o n t a t i o n between t h e p o l i t i c a l g e n e t i c i s t s 
and t h e i r would be debunkers and a l s o w e l l aware of James R u s s e l l L o w e l l ' s 
admoni t ion i n t h e "Bigelow P a p e r s " - "Don ' t ever prophesy u n l e s s you know" -
I s t i l l t h i n k t h a t we might t a k e a few sma l l peeks a t what we might expec t 
i n t h e Middle Eas t by t h e yea r 2000, which i n c i d e n t a l l y i s n o t so ve ry 
d i s t a n t , b e i n g w i t h i n t h e a n t i c i p a t e d l i f e span of most of you h e r e t o d a y . 

F i r s t of a l l , l i k e Ambassador B a t t l e y e s t e r d a y , I would s i n g l e 
out Turkey , I r a n and P a k i s t a n as worthy of r e c o g n i t i o n f o r t h e way i n 
which they have combined t h e i r own i n i t i a t i v e and r e s o u r c e s w i th f o r e i g n 
a s s i s t a n c e - l a r g e l y American - and made r e a l p r o g r e s s toward what one 
might c a l l economic independence . The p o l i t i c a l framework i n which t h i s 
has been c a r r i e d fo rward has v a r i e d i n each case from b e n e v o l e n t d i c t a t o r -
s h i p i n P a k i s t a n , t o m o d e r n - t r a d i t i o n a l k i n g s h i p i n I r a n to a p r o g r e s s i o n 
from d i c t a t o r s h i p th rough a s o r t of o l i g a r c h y t o t h e rough and tumble of 
p a r l i a m e n t a r y government i n t h e c a s e of Turkey, bu t a l l have sha red two 
i m p o r t a n t c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s - an adequa te degree of governmental power and 
a genuine i n t e r e s t i n t h e w e l f a r e of t h e i r p e o p l e . In o t h e r words , they 
a r e b a s i c a l l y on t h e r i g h t road and , i f p o l i t i c a l s t a b i l i t y i s m a i n t a i n e d , 
t hey shou ld be doing w e l l t w e n t y - f i v e o r t h i r t y y e a r s hence . 

Turn ing to t h e a r e a t o t h e sou th and w e s t , i . e . t h e Arab complex 
i n c l u d i n g I s r a e l , t h e e x i s t i n g s i t u a t i o n i s much more invo lved and 
t r o u b l e d . 

Rodger Davies d i s c u s s e d t h e A r a b - I s r a e l i problem wi th you y e s t e r -
day and found t h e c u r r e n t p r o s p e c t s b l e a k . I t i s more than t h a t ; i t i s 
d a n g e r o u s l y e x p l o s i v e , a s was j u s t b rough t out i n t h e summary by John 
Campbell and by Eugene Black l a s t n i g h t . As t o how t h i s problem might 
look a t m i l l e n n i u m ' s end , my guess would be t h a t some s o r t of accommo-

2 6 



d a t i o n w i l l p robab ly be reached i n due cou r se which w i l l d i f f u s e t h e 
danger by a s s u a g i n g t h e ve ry r e a l f e a r s which t r o u b l e bo th t h e Arab and 
t h e I s r a e l i , and t h a t t h e a r e a w i l l l o s e i t s t i n d e r box c h a r a c t e r . How-
e v e r , t h e r e i s a q u e s t i o n whether r e c i p r o c a l a s s u r a n c e of s e c u r i t y w i l l , 
i n t h e t ime span we e n v i s a g e , be accompanied by p o l i t i c a l and economic 
g o o d - n e i g h b o r l i n e s s , d e s i r a b l e as such would b e . And t h i s would h a r d l y 
be s u r p r i s i n g i n a world where , a f t e r f i f t y y e a r s , we f i n d our r e l a t i o n s 
w i th t h e S o v i e t Union j u s t b a r e l y c o r r e c t and our modest a t t e m p t s a t 
c u l t u r a l exchange i n t h e p r o c e s s of " d e f r a t e r n i z a t i o n " f o l l o w i n g t h e 
Czech c r i s i s . 

Now, l e a v i n g t h e A r a b - I s r a e l c o n f r o n t a t i o n a s i d e and l o o k i n g 
a t t h e Arab c o u n t r i e s p e r s e , we f i n d them going th rough a dua l and 
b a s i c t r a n s f o r m a t i o n - dua l i n t h e s ense of a t r a n s i t i o n from e x t e r i o r 
dominat ion t o f u l l independence accompanied by a p o l i t i c a l , economic and 
s o c i a l s u r g e i n q u e s t of s o - c a l l e d m o d e r n i z a t i o n ; b a s i c i n t h e s e n s e of 
t h e n a t u r e and magni tude of t h e changes of v a l u e i n v o l v e d . 

These would f o r e s e e a b l y g e n e r a t e ma jo r s t r e s s e s and s t r a i n s i n 
any coun t ry a t any t ime bu t t h e f a c t of t h e i r coming t o g e t h e r and i n a 
t r o u b l e d i n t e r n a t i o n a l a tmosphere has u n d e r s t a n d a b l y i n c r e a s e d t h e i r 
impact b o t h i n t e r n a l l y and e x t e r n a l l y , i n c l u d i n g t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p of 
Arab s t a t e w i t h Arab s t a t e and t h e d i s r u p t i v e e f f e c t of an eve r i n c r e a s i n g 
Sov ie t p r e s e n c e , w i t h t h e A r a b - I s r a e l i problem thrown i n f o r o v e r - f u l l 
measure . 

But long t e rm , I t h i n k t h a t we might r e a s o n a b l y hope t o s e e t h i s 
s i t u a t i o n i n a more f a v o r a b l e l i g h t , no t on ly i n t h e Middle Eas t i t s e l f 
bu t a l s o i n terms of i t s r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h t h e West . I say t h i s i n 
r e s p e c t of p r o s p e c t i v e p o l i t i c a l development because by t h a t t ime t h e 
newness and awkwardness of newly a c q u i r e d independen t s t a t u s shou ld have 
worn o f f and c o n f i d e n c e should have r e p l a c e d t h e u n c e r t a i n t y which now 
n o u r i s h e s so much s u s p i c i o n and l e a d s t o such d e f i a n t t i r a d e s over t h e 
a i r w a v e s . However, t h i s i s only how i t might be and h o p e f u l l y w i l l b e , 
f o r we must never f o r g e t t h e law of " p o t e n t i a l s u r p r i s e " which so o f t e n 
confounds our most c a r e f u l l y r easoned e x p e c t a t i o n s . But d o n ' t l e t t h a t 
i n h i b i t you undu ly , f o r we s h a l l never be a b l e t o t a k e advan tage of a 
more k i n d l y f o r t u n e i f we a r e unab l e t o r e c o g n i z e i t excep t i n r e t r o -
s p e c t . 

Economical ly and s o c i a l l y , I would a l s o look t o t h e y e a r 2000 
i n the Middle Eas t w i t h no sma l l degree of hope based on s e v e r a l f a c t o r s 
which g i v e i t an advan tage o v e r , and d i s t i n g u i s h i t f rom, t h e r e s t of 
t h e g r e a t underdeve loped world i n r e s p e c t of which we a r e warned t h a t 
t h e gap between t h e developed and undeveloped i s eve r widening and w i l l 
c o n t i n u e t o do so d u r i n g t h e remainder of t h e 20th c e n t u r y . But t h e 
Middle E a s t , I s u b m i t , d i f f e r s f rom t h e o t h e r l e s s deve lop ing c o u n t r i e s 
i n two b a s i c r e s p e c t s . 

In t h e f i r s t p l a c e , excep t f o r Egyp t , i t i s no t o v e r p o p u l a t e d 
and we need n o t be h o l d i n g our e a r s f o r f e a r of b e i n g dea fened by a 
p o p u l a t i o n e x p l o s i o n i n t h a t a r e a i n t h e f o r e s e e a b l e f u t u r e . In t h e 
second p l a c e , thanks l a r g e l y t o o i l b u t a l s o t o o t h e r i n c o m e - g e n e r a t i n g 
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r e s o u r c e s , t h e Middle Eas t does n o t , and should n o t , have an unduly 
d i f f i c u l t problem c o n f r o n t i n g i t i n t h e form of f o r e i g n exchange 
a v a i l a b i l i t y . Tobacco and c o t t o n may s t i l l p r e s e n t t h e i r marke t ing 
problems l i k e o t h e r s o - c a l l e d c o l o n i a l p r o d u c t s b u t o i l i s by way of 
be ing a l a t t e r - d a y m i r a c l e i n g i v i n g t h e Middle Eas t and North A f r i c a 
economic v i t a l i t y and t h e r e b y p r o v i d i n g t h e n e c e s s a r y base f o r v i g o r -
ous p o l i t i c a l and s o c i a l s t a t e h o o d and f o r p r o g r e s s toward m o d e r n i z a t i o n 
g o a l s . 

In t h i s c o n n e c t i o n and by way of i l l u s t r a t i o n I would c i t e two 
remarks made t o me by P r e s i d e n t Nasser du r ing my t e n u r e as Ambassador 
i n C a i r o . I do no t r e c o l l e c t e x a c t l y what t h e o c c a s i o n s were bu t I 
do r e c a l l t h a t i n one i n s t a n c e we were d i s c u s s i n g economic a id and he 
observed t h a t he would g r e a t l y p r e f e r a normal commercial t r a n s a c t i o n 
t o c o n c e s s i o n a r y a s s i s t a n c e . For i n s t a n c e , i f we could j u s t see our 
way c l e a r t o p u r c h a s e Egypt ian c o t t o n , he would no t be concerned what 
d i s p o s i t i o n we made of i t . The remark was s imple bu t i t s s i g n i f i c a n c e 
was b a s i c ; i t was an e x p r e s s i o n of d e s i r e f o r economic independence , 
o r , o t h e r w i s e e x p r e s s e d , f o r economic to complement p o l i t i c a l d i g n i t y . 

On a n o t h e r o c c a s i o n we were d i s c u s s i n g what he would l i k e t o 
accompl ish f o r h i s coun t ry and he pu t i t s u c c i n c t l y and g r a p h i c a l l y 
i n a s i n g l e s e n t e n c e : "We want what you h a v e . " Now he d i d n ' t mean 
t h a t he wanted t o t a k e a n y t h i n g from us bu t r a t h e r t h a t h i s count ry 
could have t h e k ind of t h i n g s which we h a v e . In o t h e r words , he was 
t a l k i n g of m o d e r n i z a t i o n . And i n so d o i n g , he was no t speak ing merely 
i n terms of m o d e r n i z a t i o n as an a b s t r a c t i o n b u t a l s o as something 
ep i tomized i n Western achievement - a phenomenon, i t might be o b s e r v e d , 
which i s a p p a r e n t i n deve lop ing c o u n t r i e s g e n e r a l l y i n t h e sense t h a t 
m o d e r n i z a t i o n t ends t o become synonymous w i th W e s t e r n i z a t i o n i n a dev-
e lopmen ta l as d i s t i n c t from a p o l i t i c a l s e n s e . Without wish ing t o over 
s t r e s s t h i s p o i n t , I do f e e l t h a t i t has h o p e f u l p e r t i n e n c e i n terms of 
deve lop ing r e l a t i o n s of t h i s coun t ry and Western Europe w i th t h e Middle 
E a s t , as w e l l a s w i t h o t h e r deve lop ing a r e a s i n t h e y e a r s t o come. 

The f a c t t h a t a l l of North A f r i c a and much of t he Near Eas t f r o n t s 
on t h e M e d i t e r r a n e a n , o r i s o r i e n t e d i n t h a t d i r e c t i o n , a l s o c o n s t i t u t e s 
an added n a t u r a l bond w i t h t h e European West and t ends f u r t h e r t o s e t o f f 
t h e Arab l ands f rom o t h e r a r e a s . 

In sum, and N e s b i t n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g , I b e l i e v e t h a t t he omens f o r 
t h e Middle Eas t by t h e y e a r 2000 a r e much more f a v o r a b l e than t h e e x c u r -
s i o n s and a larums of t o d a y , b u t pe rhaps a t t h i s p o i n t I should i n j e c t an 
" i n s h a l l a h , " b e a r i n g i n mind t h e s t o r y of T u r k e y ' s l egendary Nasreddin 
Hodja who, on l e a v i n g t h e house one day , was asked by h i s w i f e where he 
was g o i n g . He s a i d he was going t o t h e c o f f e e house and h i s w i f e s a i d 
t h a t he should say " i n s h a l l a h , " t h a t be ing t h e c o n v e n t i o n a l e x p r e s s i o n 
of p r o p i t i a t i o n i n c i r c u m s t a n c e s of f u t u r e u n d e r t a k i n g s . Nas redd in s a i d 
t h a t he d i d n ' t have t o do s o , went t o t h e c o f f e e house and r e t u r n e d w i t h -
ou t mishap . S e v e r a l days l a t e r Nas redd in was l e a v i n g t h e house and aga in 
h i s w i f e asked where he was g o i n g . To t h e nex t v i l l a g e , he r e p l i e d , and 
a g a i n r e f u s e d t o respond t o h e r a d v i c e t o say " i n s h a l l a h , " w i th t h e 
r e s u l t t h a t he r e t u r n e d w i t h o u t untoward i n c i d e n t . S t i l l l a t e r , t h e same 
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r o u t i n e was r e p e a t e d when Nasreddin s e t o f f on a t r i p t o I s t a n b u l , b u t 
i n t h i s ca se i t happened t h a t he was s e t upon by a band of r o b b e r s and 
r e l i e v e d of e v e r y t h i n g he had bu t h i s u n d e r p a n t s and had t o t r u d g e back 
home i n t h i s r a t h e r embar ra s s ing a t t i r e . A r r r i v e d a t h i s h o u s e , he knocked 
f e e b l y a t t h e door and h i s w i f e , b e f o r e opening i t , asked who was t h e r e . 
" I n s h a l l a h , " r e p l i e d Nas redd in , " i t ' s me ." 

Wel l , I have one advantage over Nasreddin s i n c e I d o n ' t expec t 
t o be h e r e i n t h e y e a r 2000 to g i v e an account f o r my optimism of t o d a y . 
But I would hope to s e e you h e r e a g a i n n e x t y e a r and renew our s tudy of 
t h i n g s Middle E a s t e r n . 

•k is •k 
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Dinner Address 

SETTLEMENT OR SOLUTION IN THE MIDDLE EAST? 

The Honorable Eugene R. Black 

I thought long and hard b e f o r e a g r e e i n g to a c c e p t Ambassador 
H a r e ' s f l a t t e r i n g i n v i t a t i o n to come h e r e t o d a y . I am no t a Govern-
ment o f f i c i a l or a lawyer o r a p r o f e s s i o n a l d ip lomat and t h e d i r e 
problems of t h e Middle Eas t today cry ou t f o r t h e immediate a t t e n t i o n 
of such p e o p l e . I am p a i n f u l l y aware of t h e impor t ance and t h e d e l i -
cacy of t h e J a r r i n g M i s s i o n . I know only too w e l l t h a t t h e t a s k of 
t h e peace-maker i s o f t e n made as d i f f i c u l t by t h e words of t hose who 
merely wish him w e l l , as by t h e words of t h o s e whose i n t e r e s t s he must 
somehow r e c o n c i l e . 

I view wor ld p rob lems , i n c l u d i n g t h o s e of t h e Middle E a s t , as 
a p r a c t i t i o n e r of development f i n a n c e . Thus I am accustomed to t a k i n g 
a long view of world p rob lems . "Development" i s no t a "problem" t h a t 
can be s o l v e d ; i t i s a c o n t i n u i n g p r o c e s s t h a t i n v o l v e s a l l a s p e c t s of 
l i f e . I b e l i e v e t h a t only as n a t i o n s come t o c o n c e n t r a t e more on t h a t 
p r o c e s s w i l l t he danger of w a r s , g r e a t and s m a l l , d e c r e a s e . 

But "development" t a k e s f o r g r a n t e d t h a t i n t h e r e a l world 
n a t i o n s u s u a l l y cannot s o l v e f o r once and f o r a l l t h e problems t h a t 
d i v i d e them. As J ean Monnet s a i d r e c e n t l y , t h e b e s t n a t i o n s can hope 
to do i s t o move around i n s o l u b l e p rob lems . 

I a ccep ted t h i s i n v i t a t i o n i n t h e hope t h a t a c o n s i d e r a t i o n of 
t h e long view might h e l p to i n c r e a s e t h e chances f o r a c h i e v i n g i n t h e 
n e a r f u t u r e some s e t t l e m e n t of t h e p e r i l o u s i s s u e s which a r e i n f l a m i n g 
t h e Middle Eas t today t o a deg ree I have n e v e r y e t e x p e r i e n c e d . I do 
no t i n t e n d t o t a l k t o t h o s e i s s u e s . O the r s a r e doing t h a t more e x p e r t l y 
than I can . But because t h e r e e x i s t today so many p l a u s i b l e s u g g e s t i o n s 
f o r s e t t l e m e n t — f o r m u l a s which would r e f l e c t and e n f o r c e t h e key i n t e r e s t 
of I s r a e l i n i t s n a t i o n a l s e c u r i t y and s u r v i v a l and t h e key i n t e r e s t of 
t h e Arab s t a t e s i n r e c o v e r i n g l ands l o s t i n w a r — I am moved to p o i n t out 
t h a t t h e r e a s o n s why t h e s e fo rmu la s have n o t r e s u l t e d i n s e t t l e m e n t i s 
t h a t t h e r e i s no t now enough c o n f i d e n c e , enough t r u s t , or enough hope 
on bo th s i d e s t o pe rmi t s e t t l e m e n t . That t h i s shou ld be so should s u r -
p r i s e nobody f a m i l i a r w i t h t h e r e a l i t i e s of t h e Middle E a s t . I t s h o u l d , 
however , command from us c o o l n e s s i n r h e t o r i c and d i s c u s s i o n , bu t I am 
a f r a i d we Americans s t i l l have a l o t to l e a r n about how to "p lay i t c o o l " 
i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l a f f a i r s . 

To i l l u s t r a t e what I mean, l e t me c i t e t h r e e f a l l a c i e s — t h r e e 
dangerous n o n - s e q u i t u r s — w h i c h t h r e a t e n t o become commonplace b e l i e f s 
t o t he g rave p e r i l of us a l l . Each of t h e s e f a l l a c i e s s t a r t s w i t h a 
f a c t . But each f a c t has g iven b i r t h t o a f a l s e c o n c l u s i o n which c o u l d , 
i f t aken s e r i o u s l y , r a i s e t h e t e m p e r a t u r e of t h e Middle Eas t t o a new 
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f l a s h p o i n t , — o n e which could even s p a r k World War I I I . 

The f i r s t f a l l a c y has been used t o f r e e l y f e e d h a t r e d s i n t he 
Arab s t a t e s . I t i s t h e f a l l a c y t h a t t h e p o l i c i e s of t h e I s r a e l i Govern-
ment a r e made i n W a s h i n g t o n . . • o r t h a t Wash ing ton ' s Middle Eas t p o l i c i e s 
a r e made i n I s r a e l . There a r e s e v e r a l f a c t s behind t h i s f a l l a c y , and I 
w o n ' t a t t e m p t t o enumerate them. The b a s i c f a c t which g i v e s p l a u s i b i l i t y 
to t h i s f a l l a c y i s , of c o u r s e , t h e f a c t t h a t I s r a e l was e s t a b l i s h e d i n 
p a r t by an i n t e r n a t i o n a l enactment i n which t h e Uni ted S t a t e s and t h e 
former i m p e r i a l powers of Western Europe p layed the l e a d i n g r o l e . Even 
i n t h e absence of a l a r g e Jewish p o p u l a t i o n i n t h e Uni ted S t a t e s , Arab 
l e a d e r s would s t i l l be i n c l i n e d t o a t t r i b u t e t o Washington an o f f i c i a l 
connec t i on w i t h t h e p o l i c i e s of t h e I s r a e l i Government which had l i t t l e 
r e l a t i o n t o r e a l i t y . 

I t has u n t i l how proved n e a r l y i m p o s s i b l e f o r t h e Uni ted S t a t e s 
Government t o f o l l o w a p o l i c y i n t h e Middle Eas t which d id n o t r e c r u i t 
c o n v e r t s t o t h i s f a l l a c y . Yet how d i f f e r e n t r e a l i t y i s . ' The Uni ted 
S t a t e s Government today has a lmos t a s much d i f f i c u l t y g e t t i n g i t s way 
w i t h I s r a e l as i t does w i t h any Arab Government. You know t h i s t o be 
t r u e . I know i t t o be t r u e . For t h e f a c t i s t h a t no n a t i o n i n t h e 
world today i s going t o pe rmi t t h e Uni ted S t a t e s Government t o speak or 
a c t f o r i t where v i t a l i s s u e s of n a t i o n a l s e c u r i t y and s u r v i v a l a r e a t 
s t a k e . And t h o s e a r e t h e i s s u e s which I s r a e l i Government l e a d e r s q u i t e 
n a t u r a l l y b e l i e v e t o be a t s t a k e . 

The second f a l l a c y i s much l i k e t h e f i r s t and i s g a i n i n g dange r -
ous cu r rency i n t h e non-Arab w o r l d . I t i s t h a t Arab p o l i c i e s a r e or can 
be made i n Moscow. This f a l l a c y b e g i n s , of c o u r s e , w i t h t h e u n d e n i a b l e 
f a c t t h a t t h e S o v i e t Government has i n t h e p a s t few y e a r s r e a l i z e d R u s s i a ' s 
c e n t u r i e s - o l d dream of becoming a M e d i t e r r a n e a n power. Arab dependence on 
communist s o u r c e s f o r arms and armaments he lped make t h i s p o s s i b l e . But 
t o jump t o t h e c o n c l u s i o n t h a t t h e Arab s t a t e s a r e w i l l i n g t o become a 
huge backyard of t h e S o v i e t Union i s e s p e c i a l l y dange rous . 

The i n f i l t r a t i o n of Russ i ans i n t o c e r t a i n Middle Eas t s t a t e s 
today i s ve ry a l a r m i n g . This i s because t h e Russ ians a r e a c t i n g i n t h e 
Middle Eas t i n t h e c l a s s i c i m p e r i a l t r a d i t i o n . They a r e t h e r e t o d i v i d e 
and r u l e , a s were t h e B r i t i s h and French i n decades p a s t . I n s o f a r as we 
Americans f e e d the f a l l a c y t h a t Arab p o l i c i e s a r e made i n Moscow, we a r e 
h e l p i n g t h e Russ i ans a t t h e i r game. I t i s a game t h a t cannot s u c c e e d , 
b u t t h a t can g r e a t l y i n c r e a s e t h e chances of a new war . 

The t h i r d f a l l a c y i s p e r h a p s t h e most dangerous of a l l because 
i t i s such a t e m p t a t i o n f o r t h o s e who wish i t were s o . This i s t he 
f a l l a c y t h a t peace i n t h e Middle Eas t can somehow be handed down as 
t h e r e s u l t of a Russ ian-American e n t e n t e . Here a g a i n t h e f a l l a c y grows 
ou t of a f a c t — a ve ry i m p o r t a n t f a c t . There w i l l be no s e t t l e m e n t of 
o u t s t a n d i n g i s s u e s i n t h e Middle E a s t u n l e s s bo th t h e Uni ted S t a t e s and 
Russ i a a t l e a s t a g r e e t o a c q u i e s c e . I t may be t h a t d i s c u s s i o n s between 
I s r a e l and h e r n e i g h b o r s w i l l n o t even g e t s t a r t e d u n t i l Rus s i a and t h e 
Uni ted S t a t e s make i t c l e a r t h a t they mus t . But i t i s v e r y dangerous 
to conc lude t h a t any s e t t l e m e n t can be imposed from Washington and 
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Moscow. N e i t h e r p a r t y has any such i n f l u e n c e or any such a b i l i t y t o 
c o n t r o l a f f a i r s i n t h e Middle E a s t . P a r t i c u l a r l y a f t e r t he r e c e n t e v e n t s 
i n Czechos lovak ia , no one can t a k e much comfor t i n t h e hope t h a t Rus s i a 
and American can s i t down t o g e t h e r and a r r a n g e a peace i n the Middle E a s t . 
That can only come as t h e two powers make p o s s i b l e n e g o t i a t i o n s between 
t h e a g g r i e v e d p a r t i e s . 

What I am s a y i n g , of c o u r s e , i s t h a t bo th Russ i a and t h e Uni ted 
S t a t e s have to l i v e w i t h t h e f a c t t h a t t h e i r g r e a t m i l i t a r y power does 
no t endow them wi th an equa l measure of p o l i t i c a l i n f l u e n c e . The h e i g h t e n e d 
sense of n a t i o n a l and p e r s o n a l power which fo l lowed t h e i n v e n t i o n and d e v e l -
opment of n u c l e a r weapons led. l e a d e r s i n both, n a t i o n s t o b e l i e v e t h a t t h e i r 
i n f l u e n c e would i n c r e a s e i n p r o p o r t i o n to t h e i r m i l i t a r y might• Yet t h e 
r e a l i t y o f t e n has been a lmost t h e o p p o s i t e . Peace , n o t j u s t i n t h e Middle 
E a s t , bu t wor ld -wide , depends upon both Grea t Powers a p p r e c i a t i n g t h i s 
f a c t b e f o r e i t i s too l a t e . 

The Middle E a s t , i n t he ve ry nea r f u t u r e , could w e l l be t h e p l a c e 
where we e i t h e r l e a r n t h i s l e s s o n or become accompl ices of c a t a s t r o p h e . 
I t i s no t enough j u s t to say "Play i t c o o l " , we have to l e a r n what t h a t 
means. 

We d e s p e r a t e l y want t h e I s r a e l i s and t h e Arabs t o t a l k s e n s e t o 
each o t h e r about t h e i s s u e s t h a t d i v i d e them. We d e s p e r a t e l y want to 
h e l p Ambassador J a r r i n g i n h i s most r e s p o n s i b l e t a s k . Speaking as a 
c i t i z e n of t he Uni ted S t a t e s , I t h i n k we can h e l p only as we a c c e p t 
much more than we do now the r e a l i t i e s of t h e s i t u a t i o n . And once we 
do t h a t , I t h i n k we w i l l s ee t h a t our b e s t chance t o h e l p l i e s i n con-
v i n c i n g t h e Arabs of two t h i n g s . F i r s t , t h a t t he Uni ted S t a t e s does n o t , 
and cannot p o s s i b l y f o r g e t h e p o l i c i e s of t h e I s r a e l i government any more 
than Russ i a can f o r g e t h e p o l i c i e s of t h e Arab s t a t e s . And second , t h a t 
our i n f l u e n c e i n I s r a e l depends f i r s t and fo remos t on our a b i l i t y to a c t 
as a d v o c a t e of a r e a s o n a b l e Arab p o s i t i o n . 

Only t h e Arab s t a t e s can propose such a p o s i t i o n i n the c o n t e x t 
of t h e p o i n t s I am making. I b e l i e v e t h e r e i s more hope i n t h e p o s i t i o n s 
of some Arab l e a d e r s than has been g iven c r edence h e r e i n t h e Uni ted S t a t e s . 
But t h a t i s no t r e l e v a n t t o my t h e s i s t o d a y . A l l I ask h e r e i s t h a t t h e 
nex t A d m i n i s t r a t i o n r e c o g n i z e p u b l i c l y c e r t a i n f u n d a m e n t a l s : 

F i r s t , our government has very l i t t l e , i f any , p o l i t i c a l c r e d i t 
i n t h e Arab s t a t e s t oday ; 

Second, the p o s i t i o n of our I s r a e l i f r i e n d s i s made a l l t h e more 
p e r i l o u s f o r t h i s f a c t ; 

T h i r d , our government can only e x e r t e f f e c t i v e p o l i t i c a l i n f l u -
ence on t h e I s r a e l i government i n s o f a r as i t can s u p p o r t a r e a s o n a b l e 
Arab p o s i t i o n ; and 

F o u r t h , t h i s w i l l n o t be p o s s i b l e u n t i l we show o u r s e l v e s w i l l -
ing and a b l e to develop some endur ing i n t e r e s t s i n common w i t h t h e Arab 
s t a t e s . 
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I f we cannot accep t t h e s e f o u r f a c t s , l a d i e s and gen t lemen, we 
f a c e t h e g rave danger of f i n d i n g t h a t our g r e a t m i l i t a r y power i s no 
l o n g e r i n r e a l i t y under our own complete c o n t r o l . For power and i n f l u -
ence a r e no l o n g e r l i k e Siamese twins i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l a f f a i r s , and t h i s 
i s nowhere more obvious t h a n i n t h e Middle E a s t . 

* * 

We have t h e n to b e g i n a g a i n i n our r e l a t i o n s w i t h t h e Arab s t a t e s . 
I would l i k e , as a development b a n k e r , t o t h i n k we could b e g i n by making 
common cause w i t h t h e Arab w o r l d , around any of a l a r g e number of r e g i o n a l 
development problems and p r o j e c t s which d e s p e r a t e l y need a t t e n t i o n . I 
would p a r t i c u l a r l y l i k e to b e l i e v e we could make common cause wi th them 
over t h e problem of f i n d i n g a new l i f e f o r the r e f u g e e s , t h o s e m i l l i o n s 
of cases of i n d i v i d u a l t r agedy and p e r s o n a l s u f f e r i n g whose p l i g h t today 
i s l i k e a dagger a t t he h e a r t of humani ty . But i f we a r e t o make common 
cause i n t h e s e m a t t e r s , we must s t a r t by r e a l i z i n g t h a t we have f r i t t e r e d 
away much of our c r e d i t as t h e b u i l d e r s and p l a n n e r s of development p r o -
j e c t s i n t h e Middle E a s t . Our a d v i c e i s now s u s p e c t and our money s c o r n e d . 
Yet I s t i l l b e l i e v e i t i s p o s s i b l e t o make common cause w i t h t h e Arab 
world around some of t h e i r common development p rob lems . My b e l i e f r e s t s 
on a n o t h e r of t h o s e fundamenta l r e a l i t i e s i n t h e Middle Eas t which i s no t 
wide ly a p p r e c i a t e d h e r e i n t h e Uni ted S t a t e s . 

D e s p i t e a l l t he p a r t i c u l a r i n t e r e s t s which c h a r a c t e r i z e and d i v i d e 
t h e Arab p a r t of t h e I s l a m i c w o r l d , t h e n a t i o n s t h e r e have sha red a common 
e x p e r i e n c e and a r e r e a c t i n g t o t h a t e x p e r i e n c e i n s i m i l a r ways. The p e r -
s o n a l s e c u r i t y , t h e d i g n i t y , t h e o r d a i n e d o rder of t h e i r g r e a t c u l t u r e 
have been shaken t o t h e i r f o u n d a t i o n s by t h e impact of modern i n t r u s i o n s 
from t h e West . Even i f no S t a t e of I s r a e l had ever e x i s t e d , Arab a t t i -
t udes towards us would be a t b e s t an ambiguous combinat ion of deep r e s e n t -
ments and s i n c e r e envy and a d m i r a t i o n . These a t t i t u d e s r e f l e c t t h e c l a s s i c 
ambigui ty found i n any t r a d i t i o n a l s o c i e t y today which i s p a s s i n g through 
an h i s t o r i c t r a n s f o r m a t i o n as a r e s u l t of i t s many-sided e n c o u n t e r s w i th 
w e s t e r n i d e a s and ach ievemen t s . 

I n t h e Arab world t h i s t r a n s f o r m a t i o n has been p a r t i c u l a r l y a g o n i -
z ing b e c a u s e memories of p a s t g l o r i e s and p r o p h e s i e s of f u t u r e g r e a t n e s s 
p l ay such a c e n t r a l r o l e i n t h e r i c h I s l a m i c c u l t u r e . F i n a l l y , t h e e s t a b -
l i s h m e n t f i r s t of a home, and then of a s t a t e , f o r t h e Jewish peop le p r o -
v i d e d a f o c u s f o r h i s t o r i c a l a n x i e t i e s . I n t h e words of t h e d i s t i n g u i s h e d 
Jewish h i s t o r i a n , J . L. Talmon, i t c o n f r o n t e d t h e Arabs "wi th t h e i n j u r y 
and shame of hav ing an a l i e n r a c e i n j e c t e d by i m p e r i a l i s m i n t o t h e n e r v e -
c e n t e r of t h e i r promised e m p i r e . " 

We Americans , p a r t i c u l a r l y , should be a l i v e t o t h e poignancy of 
such a s i t u a t i o n , f o r we l i v e w i t h a no t d i s s i m i l a r problem i n our r a c e 
r e l a t i o n s h e r e a t home. We should know t h a t r e a l s o l u t i o n s i n such s i t u -
a t i o n s a r e on ly p o s s i b l e when t h e r e i s enough c o n f i d e n c e and hope on bo th 
s i d e s t o p e r m i t of mutual t r u s t . I f e a r we must a c c e p t t h e f a c t t h a t u n t i l 
t h e h i s t o r i c t r a n s f o r m a t i o n going on i n the Arab world has run a much longe r 
c o u r s e , i t i s no t r e a l i s t i c t o t a l k of complete s o l u t i o n s . I b e l i e v e t h a t 
t h i s i s a p p r e c i a t e d by t h e b e s t minds on bo th s i d e s of t h e c o n f l i c t . 
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S e t t l e m e n t must come, t h e n , I n s p i t e of t h i s g rave r e a l i t y . 
S e t t l e m e n t must come i n t h e absence of s u f f i c i e n t development t o make 
" s o l u t i o n " p o s s i b l e . Su re ly t h e l e a s t we Americans can do i s t o r e a l i z e 
t h i s s t a t e of a f f a i r s and t o r e f l e c t i t i n our o f f i c i a l p o l i c y . The 
endur ing e lement i n our p o l i c y shou ld be t o t r y i n every way we can t o 
encourage c o o p e r a t i o n w i t h i n t h e Arab wor ld around development p rob lems , 
no t j u s t f o r t h e sake of a g iven s e t t l e m e n t , b u t f o r t h e sake of keep ing 
a l i v e over t ime t h e hope f o r peace i n t h e Middle E a s t . 

I know we have t r i e d to do t h i s , bu t we have f a i l e d . We have 
f a i l e d because we have no t t aken development s e r i o u s l y . We have t ime 
and a g a i n s a c r i f i c e d t h e l o n g - t e r m r e a l i t y f o r t h e s h o r t - t e r m problem. 
We have a l lowed the bu rn ing of a l i b r a r y o r t he pu rchase of an arms 
shipment f rom t h e Sov ie t Bloc t o obscu re t h e r e a l i t i e s we have t o l i v e 
w i t h . 

I know t h i s from p e r s o n a l e x p e r i e n c e . My f i r s t a c q u a i n t a n c e 
w i t h t h e Arab world came i n t h e e a r l y days of P r e s i d e n t E i s e n h o w e r ' s 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , when, as P r e s i d e n t of t h e World Bank, I made my f i r s t 
v i s i t t o s e v e r a l Arab c o u n t r i e s . I a r r i v e d i n Egypt s h o r t l y a f t e r t h e 
r e v o l u t i o n and hea rd d i r e c t l y from P r e s i d e n t Neguib h i s hopes t h a t t h e 
Uni ted S t a t e s would come t o h i s a i d , s p e c i f i c a l l y to make a r e a l i t y ou t 
of t h e promise of t h e g r e a t Aswan Dam p r o j e c t . When I r e t u r n e d to Wash-
i n g t o n , P r e s i d e n t Eisenhower saw immedia te ly t h e impor tance of t h i s op-
p o r t u n i t y and gave me every encouragement t o b r i n g t o g e t h e r t h o s e f i n a n c i a l 
r e s o u r c e s and e n g i n e e r i n g t a l e n t s needed to g e t t h e p r o j e c t s t a r t e d . The 
p r e p a r a t i o n s were t e d i o u s and d i f f i c u l t , a s they always a r e i n m a t t e r s 
l i k e t h i s . In p a r t i c u l a r , t h e normal c o n d i t i o n s on which an i nves tmen t 
banker must i n s i s t d id n o t s i t w e l l w i t h t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y government of 
Egypt . But t h e r e was a w i l l on bo th s i d e s . Here i n Washington, S e c r e -
t a r y of S t a t e D u l l e s t o l d me on s e v e r a l o c c a s i o n s t h a t h e , p e r s o n a l l y , 
accorded t h e p r o j e c t a ve ry h igh p r i o r i t y . As a m a t t e r of f a c t , he was 
so anx ious t o r e a c h agreement on t h e Aswan Dam t h a t he even asked me a t 
one p o i n t p l e a s e no t t o a c t too much l i k e a b a n k e r ! Because of my d e t e r -
m i n a t i o n t o uphold t h e i n t e g r i t y and i n t e r n a t i o n a l c h a r a c t e r of t h e World 
Bank, t h a t was a c o n c e s s i o n I could no t and d id no t make, y e t we d id 
a c h i e v e an agreement f i n a l l y , i n v o l v i n g Egypt , t h e World Bank, t h e Uni t ed 
S t a t e s and t h e Uni ted Kingdom. I t was t h e g r e a t e s t d i s a p p o i n t m e n t of my 
p r o f e s s i o n a l l i f e when t h e Uni t ed S t a t e s Government saw f i t t o back ou t 
of t h a t agreement i n t h e h e a t of t h e moment. I t was a c l a s s i c case where 
l o n g - t e r m p o l i c y was s a c r i f i c e d b e c a u s e of s h o r t - t e r m problems and i r r i -
t a t i o n s . 

And war came s h o r t l y a f t e r . And t h e Russ i anshave now b u i l t t h e 
Aswan Dam, one of t h e g r e a t e n g i n e e r i n g ach ievements of a l l t i m e . 

In P r e s i d e n t Kennedy's A d m i n i s t r a t i o n a n o t h e r new b e g i n n i n g was 
s o u g h t , w i t h s i m i l a r k inds of o b j e c t i v e s i n t h e Arab w o r l d . But a g a i n 
we could n o t f i n d ways t o f o l l o w th rough i n t h e f a c e of v a r i o u s c r i s e s . 
Again i t t u r n e d out no t t o be an endu r ing p o l i c y , which could be s u p p o r t e d 
h e r e a t home and i n t h e Arab wor ld as w e l l , g iven Arab p o l i t i c a l g o a l s . 
Again war came. 
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The n e x t A d m i n i s t r a t i o n must t r y a g a i n , under f a r more d i f f i c u l t 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s because of our o f f - a g a i n , on -aga in p o l i c i e s of t h e p a s t . 
I n conc lud ing today I would l i k e t o make a few s u g g e s t i o n s about how such 
a new b e g i n n i n g might be made. 

As I have s a i d , new promises of money from us a r e no t l i k e l y to 
be r e c e i v e d a t a l l w e l l i n t h e Arab world t o d a y . I n any c a s e , i n d e v e l -
opment m a t t e r s we should curb t h e n a t u r a l i n s t i n c t s which so o f t e n l e a d 
u s , no t t o h e l p o t h e r s t o h e l p t h e m s e l v e s , bu t s imply t o p r o v i d e t h a t 
h e l p o u r s e l v e s . Perhaps as p a r t of a thorough rev iew of our a i d p o l i c i e s , 
we should make i t c l e a r t h a t we want o t h e r s t o come t o us w i t h t h e i r p l a n s 
and p r o j e c t s , no t t h e o t h e r way a round . So f a r as t h e Middle Eas t i s con-
c e r n e d , we shou ld t r y i n every way we can to make such an i n v i t a t i o n b e -
l i e v e d . We shou ld i n v i t e Arab s t a t e s s i n g l y or i n groups t o come t o us 
w i t h t h e i r p r o j e c t s and p l a n s — p a r t i c u l a r l y p r o j e c t s and p l a n s f o r coope r -
a t i v e r i v e r b a s i n development , f o r t h e r e i s a d e s p e r a t e need t o make t h e 
b e s t use of each drop of w a t e r i n t h e Middle Eas t and t h e r i v e r s f low 
a long and a c r o s s i n t e r n a t i o n a l b o r d e r s . We should p a r t i c u l a r l y urge the 
Arab s t a t e s t o go t o t h e World Bank, and we should use our i n f l u e n c e i n 
t h a t i n s t i t u t i o n t o make t h e Middle Eas t i t s s p e c i a l concern f o r t h e nex t 
decade . I know Robert McNamara i s as engaged w i t h t h i s p a r t of t he wor ld 
as a n x i o u s l y and as deep ly as I am. 

As an e a r n e s t of our s e r i o u s i n t e n t , I t h i n k i t ve ry impor t an t 
t h a t t h e n e x t A d m i n i s t r a t i o n i n d i c a t e i n a p p r o p r i a t e ways i t s i n t e r e s t 
i n h e l p i n g t h e Egypt ian government t o reopen t h e Suez Canal w i t h o u t 
p r e j u d i c e t o any f i n a l s e t t l e m e n t . I b e l i e v e t h a t t he Egypt ian govern-
ment i s p r e p a r e d t o open t h e Canal once t h e r e i s any p r o s p e c t of i n t e r -
n a t i o n a l s u p p o r t fo r thcoming and once t h e r e i s some p r o s p e c t t h a t such 
s u p p o r t w i l l have an e f f e c t on t h e p o s i t i o n of t h e I s r a e l i government . 
I b e l i e v e t h a t t h e Canal should be opened i n t h e immediate f u t u r e f o r 
i t s c o n t i n u e d c l o s u r e i s p e n a l i z i n g everybody, and i t s r eopen ing need 
n o t p r e j u d i c e anybody ' s v i t a l i n t e r e s t s . 

I cannot h e r e d e l i v e r a l e c t u r e on the economics of t h e c a n a l . 
That would t a k e a l l day . The i m p o r t a n t t h i n g about t h e c a n a l i s t h a t i t 
i s b e i n g s a c r i f i c e d to p o l i t i c a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n s t o t h e b e n e f i t of nobody 
a t a l l . A l l t he n a t i o n s of Europe , p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e Uni ted Kingdom, a r e 
s u s t a i n i n g s e r i o u s f i n a n c i a l l o s s e s because t h e c a n a l i s c l o s e d . J a p a n ' s 
t r a d e i s b e i n g d i s r u p t e d . Food and o t h e r a i d sh ipments t o I n d i a and 
P a k i s t a n a r e made more c o s t l y and d e l i v e r i e s a r e d e l a y e d . A number of 
sma l l s t a t e s and c i t i e s — t h e P o r t of T r i e s t e , f o r example, and S o m a l i a ' s 
t r a d e w i t h I t a l y — h a v e been s e r i o u s l y a f f e c t e d . Three Arab s t a t e s — 
Kuwai t , Saudi Arabia and L i b y a — a r e pay ing t h e Egypt ian government 
$266 m i l l i o n a y e a r t o compensate f o r l o s t t r a n s i t t o l l s . Th is money 
s imply means l e s s development c a p i t a l f o r a l l t h e Arab w o r l d . 

This second c l o s u r e of t h e c a n a l i n r e c e n t y e a r s has g r e a t l y 
a c c e l e r a t e d e f f o r t s on t h e p a r t of t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l o i l companies t o 
become independen t of t h e c a n a l . Through c o n s t r u c t i o n of f a n t a s t i c a l l y 
l a r g e t a n k e r s , they a r e w i t h i n s i g h t of t h e i r g o a l . The b i g f e l l o w s 
can t a k e c a r e of t h e m s e l v e s , as i s t o be e x p e c t e d . But most of t he 
wor ld community has no such o p p o r t u n i t y . I f , i n g e n e r a l , t h e Uni ted 

36 



S t a t e s i s s u s t a i n i n g r e l a t i v e l y s m a l l e r l o s s e s , i t i s a l l t h e more 
i m p o r t a n t t h a t we r e c o g n i z e t h e p o s i t i o n of o t h e r s . 

There i s a f u r t h e r r e a s o n f o r opening t h e c a n a l now. I t b i d s 
f a i r t o become a Cold War bone of c o n t e n t i o n i f i t s t a y s c l o s e d much 
l o n g e r . I t i s w ide ly b e l i e v e d t h a t t h e S o v i e t Union i t s e l f wants t h e 
c a n a l opened, and i t i s no t ha rd t o u n d e r s t a n d why. However, i f we 
s e i z e on t h i s p o i n t t o j u s t i f y keep ing t h e c a n a l c l o s e d , we must 
s e r i o u s l y ask o u r s e l v e s i f we a r e h e l p i n g t o b r i n g about s e t t l e m e n t 
i n t h e Middle E a s t . The Suez Canal has a symbol ic v a l u e as w e l l a s 
an economic f u n c t i o n . An open c a n a l means hope; a c l o s e d c a n a l s u g g e s t s 
t h e o p p o s i t e . I s i t no t t ime we did something t o i n c r e a s e even a l i t t l e 
t h e l e v e l of hope i n t h e Middle Eas t? 

I make t h i s s u g g e s t i o n f u l l y aware of a l l t h e d i f f i c u l t i e s i n v o l -
v e d . I am no t s u g g e s t i n g t h a t t h e Uni t ed S t a t e s i n i t i a t e a c t i o n . I am 
s u g g e s t i n g t h a t t h e Egyp t i an government do s o , and t h a t we r e c e i v e t h e 
i n i t i a t i v e s y m p a t h e t i c a l l y , as an e a r n e s t of our i n t e n t t o i n v i t e s e r i o u s 
p r o p o s a l s f rom t h e Arab wor ld which concern t h e i r common development 
p rob lems . 

I would hope , t o o , t h a t w i t h o u t p r e j u d i c e to fundamen ta l i s s u e s 
t h e Arab s t a t e s o r a group from among them would come fo rward to t h e 
World Bank, o r t o a consor t ium of non-Arab s t a t e s , w i t h p l a n s and p r o -
j e c t s d i r e c t l y concerned w i t h t h e f u t u r e of t h e r e f u g e e s . Again I r e f e r 
t o an Arab i n i t i a t i v e , no t t o an American i n i t i a t i v e . I n a ve ry s p e c i a l 
way t h e p l i g h t of t h e r e f u g e e s i s a wor ld r e s p o n s i b i l i t y much more t h a n 
t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of e i t h e r I s r a e l or t h e Arab s t a t e s . The i r p l i g h t i s 
a r e s u l t i n l a r g e p a r t of i n t e r n a t i o n a l a c t i o n which f e l l t r a g i c a l l y 
s h o r t of i t s g o a l s . Should t h e Arab wor ld come fo rward w i t h development 
p r o j e c t s and p l a n s r e l a t e d to t h e f u t u r e of t h e s e p e o p l e s , I know t h e 
r e c e p t i o n h e r e i n t h e Uni ted S t a t e s and wor ld -wide w i l l be generous and 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g . For anyone who has v i s i t e d t h e r e f u g e e camps as I have 
can only c ry o u t , " I s t h e r e any hope f o r t h e s e peop le? I s anybody w i l l -
i ng t o i n v e s t i n i n c r e a s i n g t h e i r p r o s p e c t s f o r e a r n i n g a l i v e l i h o o d , 
r a t h e r t h a n i n c r e a s i n g t h e i r p r o s p e c t s f o r l i v i n g i n c o n t i n u e d m i s e r y 
and b r e e d i n g h a t r e d ? " 

I ment ion t h e c a n a l and t h e r e f u g e e s s imply t o i l l u s t r a t e i n my 
own f i e l d of competence t h o s e k i n d s of r e a s o n a b l e Arab p o s i t i o n s which 
I , f o r one , would w i l l i n g l y advoca t e anywhere . And, as I have s a i d , i t 
i s on ly as t h e government of t h e Uni ted S t a t e s can e x e r t i t s i n f l u e n c e 
i n s u p p o r t of such p o s i t i o n s t h a t i t can hope t o h e l p r educe t h e t e m p e r a -
t u r e i n t h e Middle E a s t , t o promote s e t t l e m e n t and to keep a l i v e t h e hope 
t h a t some day t h e r e w i l l be t h e n e c e s s a r y c o n f i d e n c e on b o t h s i d e s t o 
pe rmi t r e a l s o l u t i o n s . 

I f we a r e t o e x e r t an i n f l u e n c e i n t h e Middle Eas t which does more 
than r e f l e c t t h e l i m i t a t i o n s of our awesome m i l i t a r y power, we must f i n a l l y 
adopt p o l i c i e s which make t h e e x e r c i s e of i n f l u e n c e p o s s i b l e . I am a f r a i d 
t h a t t h i s i s going t o mean t h a t more American p o l i t i c a l l e a d e r s w i l l have 
t o s a c r i f i c e some p a r t i s a n a p p e a l s h e r e a t home i n t h e name of p romot ing 
s e t t l e m e n t i n t h e Middle E a s t . I t may be t h a t t h e Arabs have few v o t e s 
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i n American e l e c t i o n s , bu t they have a ve ry l a r g e v o i c e i n t h e i r p a r t 
of t h e w o r l d . Economical ly and commercia l ly t h e Arab world i s ve ry 
impor t an t t o t h e Uni ted S t a t e s and v i t a l t o a l l of Europe. The Arab 
c u l t u r e does no t r e j e c t war i n t h e way ou r s does . And I d o n ' t have to 
t e l l you t h a t war i n t h e Middle E a s t , f a r more than war i n Vietnam, 
c a r r i e s w i t h i t t h e h o r r i b l e promise of World War I I I . 

* * * * * 

October 4 , 1968 
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